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both Ticles as prepoſterouſly as they named chem, 


KNCHKSSESEANISALRRE 


1 The Preface and Occaſion of this Melan- 


cholick Divertiſement. 


Lihough many may and needs muſt 2: 
remember the Sadneſs of the late 
Times, which called the greateſt 
K naves on earth Honeſt men, and 
the juſteſt Loyalty on earth Treaſon, 
and which rewarded and puniſhed: : 


| forgetting the holy Propher's woes apainſt ſuch: 


Hypocrictical Miſnomers : yer *cis as much to-be 


'remembred that all have not the like cauſes:of : 


memory ; ſome Families being but ſo wounded. as 2 
eaſily curable , others diedin the place; to others > 


—— Heret later: lethalts arunds, Among theſe laſt F 


T bo. Coningsby of North-Afimms inthe County 3 
of Hartford, of a moſt ancient Family, and as _ 
plenriful Fortune, having been high-$heriff of thar 


County in the year 1638, was, (upon the Conk- _ ? 
ence of Loyalty the late Bleſſed King had found 
and try'd in him) by a Commiſſion ſent from 7% 
Keadding, again made his Afajeſtie's bigh-Sheriff 
4n the year 1642. and together with his Commiſſi- 
dnreceived this gracious Letter following under 


thar King's own hand of Bleſſed Memory. 
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The Preface. 
CaaAnlrtus 


| choice of you to be Our high-Sheriff of Onr 
Connty of Harttord, We have done it ont of 
no other reſpef then as a mark and teſtimony 
of Our Fawour , and Confidence, of the ut- 
moſt of your Service in theſe Times, where- 
* #n We intend to imploy Perſons of grexcef 
| Integrity and known Aﬀeitions 10Us, and the 


ormerly given ſufficient teſtimony. And 


| and Tronble; yet We are confident you will 
| x08 value it, inregard of Our Service, and the 
1 good of that Our County, which ſhall not be 
=_: ,"<oſb; by Us 0n all eccaſions, Sa We bid 
PI 10 heartily farewet, 

TH Fromour Court at Redding 
| 8 this 11 of Novemb.164.2. 


late Earl of Eſſex ard his Adherents Traitors , 


] ' Ruſly and well-beloyed, We greet you well, 
and do hereby give you Our aſſarance, © 
that although We have at thu preſent made *: 


good of Our Kingdom; of which you have 


although it may bring upon you great Expence | 


Soon after he reccived alſo a Writ and Pre-, 4 
clamanon, ſent from Oxford, which declared the 4 


and authoriſed him to array- che County for the 
+I wy | "I 
Fti7g's Seryice, The like Commang other $he- +1 
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The Preface. 


| riffs received : and the Sheriff of Eſſex that then 


was did thereupon addreſs himſelt ro the Parli- 
ament, as if he wou'd beg leave of them ro ex- 


- ecute the Writ againſt chem, and intreat their 


Th YE 
* 


' favour 'ro declare them to be { what they were) 
{Traitors. For which treachetous Flartery he had 
{their Fatherhoods thanks, was Gareſſed, tiade 
itheir Treaſurer, grew rich, and to compleat his re- 
ward is now Sir Baronet, Bur Mr. Crag or 


_ or 


tot another remper; according to his trulk and place; 


zexccurcs bis Writ at F. Albans, and was there with 


the peril of his life (happy if he had then periſhed) 
taken Priſoner by Cromwell, (who Had rhe thanks 
of the Houſe roo for his exploit) 1s carned ro 
Londen : committed ro Londswhouſe, where he 


Eontinued Prifoner till the year 1643. and was 
| then adjudged (by a then Commitree-mani, now 


# real Judge) to be within their Ordinance for 


 Fequeſtration, though made” afrer his fa&, by 


Wirtuc of thoſe words (Whoever have or ſhall * ) as 
# he could have divined thac any fuch cranfcendent 
Impudence would appear in the world, as would 


"confirm Wickednets, and pumſh Duty by a Law. 


And yer it he could, he coutd nor have failed in 


$15 Pury, tor he kxew hut fear. This was quickly 


4 el: our by that famous Yulcure Sir i. 
" WBrereton, who alledged it againſt bm, and that 


- 


- He had ſent one of his Sons jnco the King's Army 
"Fecrue, bur not proved :) and theretipon got che 
$cqueftration and Plunder of his Eftace; robbifi# 


A 3 
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The Preface. 
him at once of more then rwo thouſand pounds, 
They ſeiſed alſo on his Real Eſtate , which then 
was not leſs then fifreen hundred pounds per 
aunum. 

Atter this he is removed from Lonaon-houſe to 
the Tower, where with much barbarous uſage he 
was held ſeven years more,under ſeveral Gaolers , 
when at laſt broken and languiſhing in Body 
through Reſtraint, and Sickneſs contracted by it, 
his Son,by a pious deceit of bribing under-hand,and 
beings borind for him, (who would never have 
conſented to his own Safety on thoſe terms, for 
his Generous Soul ſcorned to petition Rebels) 
gained him into the Country, where he found as 
Sreat objects tor his Grief as he did in thraldom 
itſelf, For then he ſaw how during the time of 
F his Impriſonment they had, beſides his Goods and 
* Rents, waſted and deſtroied his Woods and 
| Houſes, to the value of more then three thouſand 
| pounds, and that in this ſeeming Liberty he did 
- but behold his own and his Familie's Ruine at a 
nearer view, the Sequeſtrators and their Harpies 
continuing before his face to prey upon him and 


their own Maſters roo, the leſſer Vermin 


preying on and cheating the greater, conyerring 
(as was afterwards made appear againſt them be- 
ore the King's Commiſſioners ſitting at the 
Savoy) : more then two thouſand pounds ont of 
his Eſtate, from the general Sink ro their own 
parciculars, as he in the Satyriſt, ; 

Ke 
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The Pref, ace; 
damnatus nan 
7 udicio (quid enim ſalvis infamia nummy ? ) 
 Exal ab oftavo Maris bibit & fruitur Dicw 
 Tratss, att 
1ntthis juſt diſdain he offers to conteſt his Right 
againſt them at I1.aw ; Bur they, as if chis had been 
the higher Crime, got an Order to 1mpriſon him a+ 
gain,and breaking open his Daughter's houſe,in the 


' greateſt inhumanity imaginable ſciſed on him, be- 


ing very lick and weak, inforce him to ride to Loy- } 
don in great torment ; and have him committed i 
Priſoner to the Serjeant's man , where growing 
weaker then ever,and more diſcompoſed, he is a= 
pain by the ſame religious craft gained into the ? 
Country by his Son with a nominal Liberty ; where - 
ſoon after he was, in the year 1654, (after twelye | 
years worrying) finally releaſed by Death, _ 
He was the Sor of Sir Ralph Coningsby, who 
had for the more immediate Stemme ot his Houſe 
Sir Humphry, a Wiſe and Learned Judge in the 
Reign of King Henyy the Seventh, but as to his re |: 
morer Root, was lineally deſcended from a long : 
and Noble Race of Anceſtors that were Barons of } 
this Kingdom both before and after the-Conqueſt, * 
He was of a middle Stature, his Hair black; his 1 
Complexion ruddy, his Eyes black, full, and ex- * 
ceedingly piercing , inall ſo Comely, that thoſe 
who knew his youth would ſay, asthe Prince of | 
Poets does of his Driopeia, that he was preftartt | 
Corpbre 5 biir for his Spirir; ſo: great and undaun- | 
- A 4 hd; F 


The Preface. 
ted, that it was not at all to be bowed by Terrors 
or Miſeries,diſdainins in the whole ſtory of his Life 
to ſubmit his native and gallant Freedom to the 
frowns of any that were but his Fellow-ſubjects, 
though in greater authority, as was often proved. 
Once in a long Svit he had about a right of his 
Predeceſſors in Enfield Chace , with no worſe man 
then King James, the Judge then fitting requi- 
_ 'redhim to produce his Evidences in Court. He 
ſaid he would produce ſo much as concerned the 
matter in hand. The Judpe ſaid he would make 
him produce the whole, and that he would, it he 
could, pick a hole inthem, To which he replied, 
That it were better the Skin were pluck'd over 
his ears, then that he ſhouldſir on. that Bench co 
that purpoſe. The K ing being told it, and that it was 
taken as an Aﬀront and Contempr of his Au- 
thority, ſwore by his Soul, ( his uſual Oath) that 
Coningsby ſaid right, and that he fhould have right. 

He was of a nature ſo ſeverely and ſuperlative- 
ly juſt, chat he wonld wrong no man; and, though 
it were to his prejudice, did not ſeldom prore&t 
others from wrong : and. when he obſerved any 
'man;of Power doe wrong, he uſed to ſay, That 
man has kindleda Tire will burn his own Houſe. 
Our of this appreherſion, when he was leaving 
the world, though he pardoned all perſonal In- 
juries, yet he did prophetically bequeath the c/d 
Cauſe ard its Faurtors to (that Deſtiny ſome of 
them came to, the Gallows, ſaying, as a well-built 
| Chriſti- 


The Preface, 
Chriſtian might, Thar it was impoſſible that the 
righreous God ſhould permit them to go un- 
puniſhed alwaies. But 
EE Cur bonus virts mala fiant 
+ is yet a riddle, He was a perſon of admirable | 
3 Parts, bur fuch are too commonly the more yn- 
v fortunate; and among his Misforrunes it was nor 
the leaſt, that he had fuch Parts, and wanted a Pro- 
feſlion to ſtir them, and keep his large Soul from | 
ruſt and Idleneſs. His laſt and great Character, F 
which ſpeaks him born for this trying Age, was, | 
that he lived and died Honeſt, preferring his Cone | 
ſcience and Loyalty to his Lite, Liberty and Eſtate ; ' 
chuſing rather to leave his Family which was nu- *? 
merous, bur dear to him, (for a better Father never | 
lived) poor and diſtreſs'd, then render'd infamous ! 
and ſtained by any unworthy a& of his, 
His Misfortunes ended noc with his Life, for 
after his Death his Eſtare was adjudged by the 
Rebels ro be ſo'd, (by the name of Tho. Co- * 
ningsby deceaſed) and his Son could nor enjoy it 
# butby purchaſe: by which means, rogether with : 
his Piery in ſupplying aad preſerving bis Father, 
and lis own conſtant Sufferings, he contracted ſuch 
heavy Debts,that he was enforced ro ſell above one 
_ thouſand pounds a year, wich his beſtHouſe, (built 
by his creat Grandtather, Sir Henry Coningsby,up- 
on the moſt noble part ot his Inheritance) worth 
more then cen thouſand pounds, nor conſiderable in 
purchaſe. Sure no man can think he could doe 
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 andbeing willingly deteRive in what thoſe people 


l The Preface. 
this without the greateſt relu&ancy and regret un 


' the world, being the ſad Preſage of the utter ex- 


tinQtion and fall of that Family, and the jult cauſe 


- of ſorrow to ſucceeding generations, which more 


concerns him then his own Calamity : for as to 


himſelf, he yet inherits his Father's Mind, though 


not his Poſſeſſions. Fatum [#b pedibus deat ſuper- 


b#m. [In the mid{t of the Calamitous Times, (nor 


forgetting his addreſſes ro him who only can help) 
co alleviate his troubled Mind, he made Engiith 
Lipſins bis Conflantia;, ſo deceiving tedious hours, 
til ir pleaſed Heaven to reſtore the Kine. Many 
then expected a Law de Repctwndrs, at lealt apgainit 
ſuch as were able and fatter Villains : bur inſtead 
of this other things were done, in favour of ſome 


'. Indeed, bur to the prejudice (which was the fou- 


leſt Partiality) of others, (as was made roo ap- 
2 ag before the” Commiſſioners at the FSavoy as 
efore.) Upon this ruſh'd in a Deluge of Vices, 
whoſe rage broke down the former Banks, and 


_ divided the AﬀeRions of rhoſe whom former Mi- 


ſeries ſeemed ro have faſt bound, thereby ſhew- 
ing that Fortune only, nor Honeſty, was both their 
Pilor and Cement, and that they held together 


more our of Deſtiny then Vertue, of all men the 


moſt to be dereſted, This did the Son of this ſuf- 
fering Father dearly prove, and as ſ:dly conſider: 
for that he having better Principles of Hoyony and 
Honeſty from him whoſe Bloud he glories in , 


boait 


- ſeems molt ot 


? The Preface, 
Z boaſt of, Impadence and Falſpood, he found 'no |} 
7 worſer recompences from any then thoſe ſhould | 
moſt have aſliited him. They ſaid he was too great - 
a Sufferer to be relieved , and ſome, that had they 
had Honour ſhould have moſt lifted him up, ban- 
died againſt him. This made him accuſe Fortune 
in the fir. But now humble and wiſer reflexions on 
Providence, by which it comes to paſs that what 
1erwiſe proves often for our good, 
and conſidering the Perſon and Fate of our moſt 
Gracious Soveresgyn. who bur a few months before 
His happy Reſtauration (when He was entertained 
with the higheſt Careſſes imaginable) paſſed 
through the States of Hollandunregarded, and was 
in other places worſe uſed, conſidering this,and the 
giddy roulings of Fortune, with the rude inſulta- 
tions ſhe makes on the Higheit and Worthieſt of 
men, retiring to recreate himſelt, he (as you ſee) 
pur the brave and ſtour BOETHIUS into an En- 
liſh dreſs; which though ruder and courſer'then ir 
ſhould have been, is ſo much the more like his own 
Condition, and gives himſelf ſatisfaction, rhough 
not others ; a poor ſatisfaRtion and piriful comfort 
roa loſt Family; yet he leaves it asa Relique of 
| his Honeſt Mind, repoſing his truſt in Almighty 
God, who when he pleaſes can raiſe up thoſe are 
calt down loweſt : at leaſt by this Poſterity will 
know how, andin what unhappy Times,ard for 
what cauſe it was the Storm came upon himand ru- 
ined him, and learn to decline the fondneſs of this 
murable World, and ſeek the never-ſading Trea- 
' fre. PARE] 
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in memoriain nobiliſlimi T. C. 
Arm, Hartford, fact. 


» 


Onduntwr ſub bis menibs ficut decert Templi fulcra, 
Offs mignanimi Heros, home, 
Radulphi Coningsby AMilitis filii digntJimt , 
Qui galis vivus fat qualem verat Pictas mort 3 
Et vix credent Poiteri feculs iſthoe vixiſſe, 
Nifi quod K 6rryetoy gerat verrifſinumhoneſty;n miſeriam. 
Summe Probitatis reum ſumma Infclicitas probat, 
Pirumque ad opti nat wm. quia ſultalit poſuma. 
Acerrimus vA qui boniqs, (el nunquam turbidus Aſeclay 
Fuſtttia cultor jtrenuus , nec non ming Packs 3 
Aſertor Patria, ſ:d null 4s deſertor Regis 3 
Lribertatis publica Vindex, (cd fine Perduetlionc 
Ctvis eximius, ſed non deterior Subditns. 
Pro Fure veteri dimicauir contra novam Praroguivam 3 s 
Brod Jacobus Rex Carolu(que ſentitenr, dilfginrque fimul 3 © 
Nempe integram digno(c:ntes fidem, etiam fic conulilaet 1m. © 
Ob bac, perſons Regia indutus, quando Regen ipſum «, 
Saragis profunum Vulgas (vih nefys |) cxuere, 
Non deſerts Principem quem prius gravem pab4tt, 
Nings oppreſSum ferens, quam opprimentem Dominun 3 
VLui jujtum exderius, neminem aptiorem duxit 
Fujii qui plectat panis concitatim Plebem, 
Hujus veſanam Rabiem dum coercere accint:us 
Vicecomes fidus fortiter oficio fungitur, 
Ehea | rebellibus arms violatus libirtae privitur, 
Per Conciliabulum ijtud quod rueri libe:os pru {e fiilit, 
Sauvitiam cujus carnificinimque impiin 
Varits rapints carceribi(quereforiamy 
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Put divina omnia humanique repit dique excutn, 
Pis dedignans, animo infracto pertulit. 
Scilicet, Bund (ua perdere maluit quam Virtutem 3 
\ Nec moratur Fortunas, unict &E ſtimator Honorſs, 
 Padet Harediratcm emere tantis Majoribus reliam, 
['el caupondrt terras quas [ola Pietas prodidis z 
Ditierem fe rcputans propter jafuras nates, 
Magiſque beatum dummodo 1nnocenter pauperem. 
At nen ſic pri(ce Fidet Pactſyque Faptores, 
ut grigem tantiiom deglubentes cſurtunt adbuc, 
Er jerculys tot plenis abſorptis, mancnt ſordidum Ppecus 3 
Necn exim repletuy hac mala Beſtia vel maledifta. 
| Ita demum proſciſſis Legibus Legumgque Pazrono, 
Sereniſſimo Dei unfo jacrilege rrucidato , 
Libertate, Fide, rebus Sacrs peſſundath, 
Corrucnubus Eccleſii funditus arque Republica, 
Circumſdicit omnia , cateriim nil dignum vitd intuens, 
Heu | per fidns terra; ſugit, celum ſpirans, | 
Martyrs pene nomen 4dcptus, at Confelloris baud dubis, 
Illtc fulgens Anima diteſetit nunquam ſpolianda, 
Et pace fruitir que fernit turbae Parricadales 3 
inde jam Orco maturum Sendtulum defpicit, 


Arque pſis nequiores Vamonthus Latrones rider, 
E,E\R » | 


Vita funitus eft | 
Octob, 1®®*, Sepultus 5©,, 
( &/E14th 63. 
. Anncque-© Incarcerationk 12, 
Salutis Hum. 1654. 
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On the ſame. 


g 0 then, He's quit at leſt, and now hath g4in' 
What *bafled Fuſtice never had obtarn'd ; 
Hm finiſb' d all at once,and found a friend 

By whom two Compoſitions mect one end. 

That of þis Humane frame which they ſo oft 

Had torn. and bruis'd © (or'd one half dloft, 
Where they muſt never reach it, nor come nigh, 


| B'ing ſo weigh'd down with Bloud and Villany. 


And for the other, though refin'd and grown 
Purer then theiv Souls by Aflifion, 

$0 thas like agile Vapour me it might 

To have made ready for the Spirits flight, 
Andcaſt off Al its groſſer weight, that (0 

It might keep pate and with like vigour goe 

As tid its ſwifs Companion; yet becauſe, 
Breaking none cl{e,he would keep Nature's Laws, 
See, here it falls among the noble duſt 


_ Of old Progentours alike good and juſt, 


And fitly with Str Harty and Sir Raiph 


. Now mingling Aſhes ſleeps as calm and (afe : 


Whoſe heneſt bones did welcomly give way 
For his,that were as ſtout and true as they, 


And ſeem#*d'in their cold'Mother's lap to kiſs 


And bugg rach otherricommon fame and bliſs, 
Where let them reſt, till that auſpicious Morn 
Shall dawn, will alltheix Loyalty return. 

And now this broken thus and thus diſſolv'd, 
The ſecond burſts, whcrein be was involv'd, 
The Body Politick's Chain, vr rather Snarc, 


 Iniwhich three Nations bound and tortur'd are ; 


That tearing Engine, on whoſe hooks we find 
None caught,but leave their Skin and fleſh behind ; 


Ws v9 


\ 


Our Ezeliſh Inquiſition, which exceeds 
That undcy which th' Heſpetian Sinner bleeds : 

For therc unhappy wretches onely weep 

For breaking Laws, but here becauſe they keep : 

There if they take Eſtates they rake Life tos 3 

A ctuil Cruelty 3 but we untoc, | 

And rob, and ſwallow all that ftonld preſerve, + 
Then ſtake whole Familics off ro beg and ſtarve. 

We do nos fel at once the fpreading Oak), 

Nor hill bis goodly pride at one fair ſtroah 3 

Bit pill and bark it firſt, and ſa *is pin'd, 

And dics tnelorious torn with cyery wind, 

Which barbarous Zeal nonc but a Jciuite can 

Defend,or viler Presbyterian 3 | 

None but the Rabbi >mec, whoſe vafrons Name 1 

14 11 Guido and his Tribe excuſe in ſhame 3 

Who arc now Brethren, and by dire conſent 

Have knit (o faſt a League "twixs them and Trent, 

That though they look big on't and face tt ſtill 

in other points, yet both are one in Ill : 

Whilſt to reſiſt. depoſe and murther Kings, 

Are not proclaimed now (uch horrid things 

As our tame ſimple Fathers held, who were 

7'00 innocent tobe Godly, and did fcar 

God more shen nceds ; and who, if they 11" now, 
Ard would not humbly to-this-Idot bow, - 

Would not for ſwear and plunder, and rebel, 

And freely at their Ordey run to Kell, 

Muſt through the dire Committees furnace paſs, 
Though (cuen times hotter then the Prophe:'s was, 
And ſo did thi great Heroe prove, who felt 

Their twelve-years Limbo, whoſe hot flames did melt 

And eat up both his Budy and by Land, 

Though he ſcorn'd both, that he might Loyal ſtand, 

But now the kinder Grave hath all acquit, 

Diſdaintag that the State out- ſpoiled tt, \ 

And 
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| And grew more ravenous and dreadful more 
| By thcir new Tophers then was his before : 

| So that *twas barder Villanage to get ;f 
Through their two Halls, then pay old Nature's debt ; L, 
| And the deep wounds of Death werc look'd upon w 
i As milder fatc then Sequeſtration. 

On wh -:h the Prince of Terrors fealous grew 

} Leſt 3bey would rival bis Dominion $00, 

{ And cloud bis Name, which, before theirs, none dur 

# Of allthings Horrible deny the firſt, 
| Therefore he ſerv*d againſt them bere, who hath 

© $0 long obcy'd their irreligious wrath, 

= Keſcuing this Martyr from the Harpies rape, | 4 
& Fuſt as their cager throats did wideſt gape. EZ 
EF For which we thank him,and ſhall thence begin ww 
| Fair hopes that be who their long friend hath been Ty 
| May now turn foe, and pay back their baſe fears z 
| With as much ruine and 4s many tears 4 
' Astheybave caus'd : _ they can as well . 
{ Covenant with Dcath 4s they have done with Hell. = 
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T bat was wont to ſing full merrily; 
Am forc'd ſad tones to bowl tn nuſery : 
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; F 2 ny Of the Conſolation 


While thus I muling Lv; alone, 
Deſigning how t'exprels my mone, 
Above my head appear'd ro me | 

A Woman of bright majeſty, 

With Eyes that ſhined clear and bright, 
And pierc'd beyond all common ſight , 
Oflively colour and full ſtrength, 
Although her years had drawn a length 
Beyond what any mortal does. 

Her Stature|t00 was various, 
Sometimes o'th* commonlize of men , 
Burt to the heavens ſhe would then 

Lift up her head, and pierce the 5ky, 
Deluding the beholder's eye. 

Her Robes were made of fineſt thred, 
And without ſeam were perfected : 
And, as]I after came to know, 


With her own hands ſhe weav'd them ſo, 


Like as old Pictures do appear 
In ſmoaky rooms, their colour were : 
Andin the lower bordering 
The letter I1 was weav'd in green , 
Andin the upper'ſee you might 
The letter © weav'd in white, 
Between the lerers there were ſet 
AS *rwere a ladder up to per, 
So und. 53 deprees, to move 
From Earth below to Heaven above, 
But ſome rude hand her Robe did tear, 


| Andevery one catch for a ſhare; . 
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1.99 Bookl., + of Philoſophy. 
*7 In her Right hand a Book ſhe held, 
* ASceptre did her Left hand wield. 

- When ſhe the Muſes had deſcry'd, 
© They ſtanding all by my bed's fide, 
As willing for to, comfort me, 

On them ſhe caſt an anpry eye, 

And, Who unto this languiſhing | 
Sick man, ſaid ſhe, theſe whores d1d bring ? 
With poiſons they his fancy pleaſe, 
But give no Phyſick him can cafe. - 
Theſe; theſe are they that Reaſons cotn 
Deſtroy, with planting trwtleſs thorn ; 

' Theſe trouble, not relieve, the mind : 

And could you none but this man find ? 
Had you but only drawn apart 

* A rude, prophane or vulgar hearc, 

> I had not car'd ; but ro inſnare 

_ Him who has been my only care, 


.. In Wiſdome*sSchool brought up and nurſt 


= Go, g0, ye Strens, go accurſt, 
= And teave this fick man's cure to me. 
Z This ſaid, th*whole quire did agree 
= Inone ſad look, conteſt that they 


Wo onding who this ſame ſhould be 
ZCommanded with ſuch majeſty : 
ZAnd filently I did me bear, 

4 ExpeRing what next 1 ſhould hear, 
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of the Conſolation 
She me approach'd and did fir down 
On my bed's fide ; ; then with a frown 
She me beheld, who griev'd did lie, 
And on the ground had fixt my eye. 


But thus, ſhe ſeeing me in 
Of mans diſquier did complain 


O bew (caſt down with care) 

Mens minds oppreſſed are, 
Who leaving bright day-li ght, 
Run groveling in the night, 

while clogy d with things below, 

Vexations on them grow ? | 

He, while he lived free, 

Te heavenly Orbs did ſee, 

The Pender of the Sun, 
courſe of the cold Moon, 

gh courſe each wandering Star 

Thorough each Orb did bear. 
' All theſe he firmly knew, 

And all the cauſes true: 

How ſorill loud Winds do make 

T he Pontick Sea to quake, 
What ſpirit roules the world, 
How Heſperus that's burl'd 
Down nightly, ſhines each morn ; 
Who "tis that does adorn 
T he Earth ith* Spring with Flowers ; : 
Pho - Oar: fertile 8 howers, 


F : v4 

»% 
$23 78 
Un: 7 

5 +"IE-W0 
vp 
PE 
BS > 
pas, 


Tas v 
3: ; 
Wart 4 
US hs] 
Cry 7 
es 
8 
3 
p_ 
x A 
y £ 
FE 
2 2 
1 
L " \ Wo ” 
Wat 7; 
w 


kI, of Philoſophy, 
Jakes Autumn's grapes to ſwell. 
He wonted was to tell 

Dame Nature's ſecret laws ; 
But now hyows not the cauſe 
Why he oppreſt aves lie, 

With ſad and down-caft eye. 

The fooliſh world him cook, 
Thence onit he does look. 
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What boots it though, ſaid ſhe, to chide ? 
*[were better Phylick were apply'd, * 
Then fiercely ſhe on medid look, 
Art thou the child, ſaid ſhe, I rook, _ 
Fed thee with milk and many a cate, 
- . Untill thou cam'ſt to man's eſtate, 
'Then gave thee Arms, which had kept thee 
* ( Hadſt thou kept them ) unconquer'd, free ? 
. Doſt know me? what, is't ſhame or fear 
= Does make thee ſilent ? would it were 
— Ingenuous Shame , bur I do ſec 
”” 'Tis ſtupid Fear oppreſſes thee. © © © 


= But when nor only filept I 
= Bur ſpeechleſs ſeem'd, then ſhe, to try 

2 My health, upon my breaſt ſhe lai'd 

= Her hand ; Danger there's none, ſhe ſaid ; 
= A lethargy (the common ill 

= Of mindes ſeduc'd from good to ill) 

= He has, he's ſtupeft'd ; bur lo, 

> When come to's ſelf, he will me know. 
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6: of the Conſolation Book I.' 
<Mp 


| Ler's wipe from'seyes (that ſo he may) 
| This cloud of mortal things away. " 
$ Her veſtment then folding in plies, 
# She wip'd therewith my watry eyes. 


Darkneſs left me now and nitht, 
my ſight came to me clear : 
Juſt as whes bright Pheebus [ight 
at noon cannot appear, 
For that clouds have round about 
the hemiſphere beſet, 
So fixt, that it is a doubt. 
the Heaven's motion's let > 
Boreas ſent-from Thracian den 
th evening retrives © 
T he light oth Fun, whoſe beams then 
ſtrike the beholders eyes. 


_ $0 ſorrow's clonds being diſpell'd; 

T looking up, found I beheld - 
Fi And knew the face thar brought me cure : 
+ i Thenlooking on her, Thov'art (ſure 
; 1} My Nurſe chat brought me up, ſaid F, 
Th'all-powerfn] Philoſophy. © 
T #7 Artthoa from heaven 1 Tek | 
#3 Toexile, that thbu doſt frequent 
#3 Theſe ſolitudes? or artthou'come 
Me to accule, as falſly ſomg”'" b 
Already have? Darling, ſad ſhe - 


Why ſhouldft chou' think I will teave thee, 
_— -- | And 
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l. FE 20k I. of Philoſophy. 
"And not part ofthe burthen rake 
-- Which thou doſt bear for my names ſake? 
Philoſophy would ſure be fhenr, 
" If ſhe ſhould leave the Innocenr. 
, » Fear would me ſeiſe, as if inſight 
Some hideous thing did me affright. 
What ? *tis bur now asit has been ; 
Wiſdome full often has been'feen, 
By wicked manners to be torn. 
Of old, (our Plato nor yet born) 
| How oft have I with Fookifhneſs 
Had {trong conteſts ? wiſe Socrates, 
- His Maſter, for me did ſeedy, 
* Yetdying pain'd the victory. 
: Stoicks and Fpicyres by name 
- Unto his wiſdome have lay*d claim, - 
: And others roo what came to hand 
- (Though I did call and did withſtand) 
- Didcatch as prey, they tore my Coat 
* Which with my own hands I had wrought, 
* Andevery onedid get a part, ©  ©= 
= Believ'd they'd all, they did depart. 
* *Mongſt theſe,*cauſe ſomething did appear 
-* Like me, Imprugexce thought they were 
= Ofmine , ſo the mad multitude 
= She did pervert with Errors rude. 
Z Perhaps theu doſt not know the fight 
* Of Anaxagoras, nor ſpight | 
> That Socrates endured, nor 
” The torments Zews ſuffer'd, for 


| 


That glorious memory can boaſt 

> The Canii, Soran's, Seneca's ;, 

> Recent are the fames of theſe. . 
Why was'c theſe Yertupus men did fall ? 
*Cauſein my manners they were all 
InſtruRed, looſe minds could not hke 
Their manners , ſoto theirs unlike. 
Sothat no wonder *s at all, 

If inthe confli&they do fall 

| Whoſe Maximesare for to diſpleaſe 
The bad,whoſe numher's numberleſs, 
Yet to be ſcorn'd, for that no guide 


But ERROR, who draws them aſide, 


They have, who if *gainſt us in ſight 
; Hedodraw up, and us does fright, 
Our chicftain preſently does place 
Her forces in a ſecure place. 
They inſtantly in vain imploy 


Themſelyes, our ſtrength for to deſtroy ,, 


While we above fit and deride 
Their plunderings and fooliſh pride. 
Thus trom their fury we retire, 
Sit ſafe, where Folly can't aſpire. 


Who un 4 quit ſtate 
With an undaunted lock. 
Can trample on proud Fate, 
Good and bad Fortune brook, * 
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That they were ſtrangers : yet thou know'lt 


A Book 1, of Philoſophy, 
Not him the foaming threats 
Of rough Seas yelling death, 
Nor Veſuvus fierce beats 
T bat ſtrive to ſtop his breath, 
Ner Lightning wild, which coming from above 
. Full oft high towers does conſume, can move. 
Do not for T yrants care, 
Who without force do rage, 
Nor hope thou, nor yet ntl : 
' Their fary thoul't aſſwa 
But whe i s trembling Fi 
Wiſhing for What's not ſure, 
; Has left for to command, 
And muſt (inflav'd) endure. 
The fool has made a Chain, and 'tus maſt fit 
That he that mew it  Jonld be bound with it. 


' oC 
s TOOL L 
- - L YM 
Th F _ 
EN X Bo 
(O72; IG 


- Doſ#ſt thou yet Ladindadis or do 

= I toa Gooſe yet velvet ſhow ? 

= Why do'ſt thou weep? why tears do it thed? 
= Speak, ſhew thy Reaſonis nor dead. 

F n thoul t be cured don't, be fhy 

| oy wounds to ſhew. My mind's force [ 
> Colletting then, this anſwer made, 

# Does not fell Fortune me invade ? 

3X What necd I further ir declare ? 

XZ This place it ſelf does make'c appear 

& 1s this at all _ ro that place 

© Which thou digſt chuſe tor thy ſolace, 


My 2 


$ : 


My Library, where thou and 1 

Otr did deſcant on the beauty 

-Of thinss both humane and divine ? 
Did I then thus my arms entwine ? 
Or did I thus dejeRed look, 

When we diſclos'd hid Nature's book . 
When with thy Jacob's ſtaff thou me 
Inſtru&ed'ſt in Geometrie, | 
And didit deſcribe the ſpangled Sky, 
That I ſhould guide my life thereby ? 
And is this all that they do earn 
That thee'do ſerve ? did nor I learn 


* From Plato's mouth, as'thy decree, 


Thoſe Common-wealths ſhould happy be, 


"Where either wiſe men bear rhe ſway, 
Or elſe; where to wiſe Guardians they 
Commitrted are ? by him alſo 

Thou with good arguments doſt ſhow, 
That honeſt men endeavour ſhould 
To ſit at helm, and not be fool'd, 

Nor let lewd Citizens'to'grow, 

Who would the good quite overthrow. 
This thou me taught*ſt, and 1 defir'd 
To practice what thou had'ſt infpir'd. 
Thon and my God (who thee did place 
In.wiſe mens minds) are witneſſes 


$1 Thatnothing but the good o'ch* State 


Brought me to be a Mapiſtrate. 
Hence all my miſchiefgprew, *cauſe I 
With wicked men could not comply. 


' xzO of theConſolation - Book], 
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When he the goods of poor men took. 
How Ott T ri FTE, ( though he Were 
The King's great Houſhold-officer) 
Have I reſtrain'd from ills before, 
-Such as were paſt made him reſtore ? 
How often did I interpoſe 
My power, with hazard, to ſave thoſe 
\ Who marked were for ſacrifce 
Py the Barbariays cruelties ? 
{No mandid ever me withdraw 
: From doing right : that withour Law - 
* By Pillage and by Taxes rife 
"The people ſuffer'd, was my grief, 
As much as theirs. Before the King 
Ina great Famine] did bring 
- The Pretor, urg'd the heavy rate 
=» LaidonC ampania, and that State 


+ Sav'd from impoy*riſhing.-- T drew 
= Paxlinus Conſul (when a crew 


= Of ravening walves did go about - 
= Him to devouer) ſafely our. ( 
» WienCyprian Albin aid accnte, 


2Z Himrill his crial to excuſe 

= Ididmy ſelf to th' hate expoſe 
= 'Ofhis accuſer. All theſe: foes 

2 For others cauſe I now do prove, 


My ſafety then ſhould orhersmove, 


* 35 Now judge you whether thatI ſhall 8 

+ $7) Rather this hainous crime deny, by 

i 3357 And ſo ſhame thee, or juſtify | l: 
& IJrasactruth. Vle beno lier, 


7 IN 
- Since that there is no way for me 


*Cauſe I was good. Bur by what way | { 
Was my fall wrought ? why, even they 'F 
Who Beſ;/ had accus'd before, | 


 Wasit my cauſe, or their offence, 
Made them ſo righteous evidence ? 


® TI wiſhttheSenate's happineſs. 


of tht. Conſolation 


Now lefr, by Courrtiers to be free, 


| And him diſplac'd, now being _— 7 
e. 


They him did hire me to accu 

Opil:o alſo they did uſe, 

And lewd G axdexntius, two that were 
For cheating baniſh'd, and for fear 
Did take Aſyle; the King advis'd 
Did judge them to be ſtigmaniz'd, 

If not ſoon gone : yet theſe 'gajnſt me 
Were _ :  unheard-of cruelty ! 


Fortune (if not to ſee me blam'd 
Art leaſt ſo baſely) was aſham'd. 
Bat what great Crime ? in ſhort *twas this , 


And how ? Iſtood inthe defence : 
O'th* Senate, quaſht the evidence "iu 
Prepar'd ro make them Traytors all. . 


I did and ever wil'r defire. 
Shall I confeſs it @n offence ? 
I then muſt own the evidence. 


1 MrookT, of rhilooph 
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But was'r a crime to wiſh them well ? 


Z Their own Decrees *gainſt me do tel! 


= Thar it was ſo : but Follie's elf 


(Which ever does bely it ſelf) 
Can'c change the merit of the caule. 
Nor oughtl by Socratick laws 
To hide the truth, or grant a ly * 
If fo, then in what fault am 1? 
- Butthis co thee and all wiſe men + 
[ leave to judge; yer with my pen 
| Fle write it down, that all may know, 
* Preſent and future, what1 doc. | 
- Why ſhould] name thoſe Letters feign'd, 
* By which 1 falſly was arraign'd 
- The Roman liberty to hope? 


- Thecraftofchem had been lay'd ope, 
- If the confeflion .might that day 
- (Whichin all buſineſs moſt does ſway) 


> Of my accuſers have been ta'ne. 


A's "40 


*Las! hopes of freedome none remain. 
I well may wiſh, bur anſwer'd had 
In Canius words, when it was ſaid 


© BvCaim Ceſar, he was One 
# T 


ar wrought the Conyuration 
Which was contrived againſt him, 
oj I had hnows't', thon haaſt not bin. 
ut ſorrow has not ſo me dull'd, 
Only to whine becauſe Vice would 
*Gainſt Vertne ftrive : but 1 admire 
Her to o'recorme he ſhould aſpire. 
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Weak, 


14 of the Conſolation 
Weakneſs may prompt us unto il! : 
But that we ſhonld conceive our Will 
(God ſeeing) againſt Innocence 
Should conquer, monſtrous 1s to ſenſe; 
From hence one of _ tamily, 
Not ill, thus reaſon'd, If there be 

A Ged, from whence aoes evil come ? 


{ none, whence good? but to come home, 
r 


ant wicked men, who ſought the bloud 
O'ch* Senate, and of all were good, 
Sought mine, who did the Senate ſetve ; 
From them roo did I ir deſerve ? 
When did I either ſay or doe, 
Burt thou didſt me inſtru thereto ? 
Thou know'ſt, not dreading danger, how 
The Senate's good I did avow, 
Whenas th'infatiate greedy King 
Did (at Verona) cauſe to bring 
Albinus Treaſon on them all, 
Thar in his guilt they all might fall. 


| Thatall theſe things are true thou know'lt, 


That of my ſelf I ne*re did boaſt, 

For he ates leſſen his good name, 

Who by a brag dvet catch at fame. 

But ſee th'event : for Vertue true, 

I'me paid with- what to th*Wicked's due. 
When free confeſſion at a Bar 

Is made, thoſe Judges cruel are 


* Mifj}. Who humane trailty dor't reſpeR, 


Nor on falſe Fortune do refle&. 


Barts © 
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I 'F Book, of Philoſophy. $8 
Z Had 1 burnt Churches, kill'&rhe Prieſts, 
'Z Made righteous bloud run through the {treets, 

= Yetpreſent] ſhould have beentry'd, 

But now five hundred miles aſide 

I by the Senateam condemn'd , 

(Becauſe that 1 did them defend) / 

Todeath and co proſcription. 

O worthy thar ne're any one 

Should ſo offend ! bur they did ſee 

Of my great guilr the dignity ; 

Which or R. blind hes kid alledge, 

Lalſly, that 1 by Sacriledge 

My conſcience had defil'd, Cattain 

My honours : but thou know'lt that gain 

Ot Worldly things thou far away 

Didit from my mind remove, nor may 

It be belicv'd, who in thy fight 

Does live, can ſuch a crime commir. 

This Pythagorean daily thou 

Into my cars and thoughts didſt ſow, : 

FOLLOW THOU GOD: norwasitright 

That he ſhould uſe an unclean ſp'rite, 

Whoſe excellence thou mad'ſt ſo tree, 

That like ro God he ſeem'd to be. 

At home my innocent Retreat, 

Ot honeſt Friends the concourſe great, 

The fweer ſocieryT held 

With holy $ymmaches, diſpell'd 

Even ſuſpicion of ſuch crimes. 

But O the wickedneſs o'rh* times ! 
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1s thought to ſuffer ah wa £ 


They with this crims did me aſperſe, 
*Cauſe with thy do&rine and manners 
I was replete : ſo nor enough 

That thou ro help ſhouldſt me allow, 
But for me too thou ſhouldlt be torn. 
One evil more not to be born _ 
Was, that moſt men did think it right, 


They not the Cauſe, but Forrune's ſpight 


Beholding, crying all things down 

But what th*Event does happy crown. 
Who Fortune leaves, it haps to thoſe 
Their good eſteem they firſt do loſe. 
To think on't is vexation great, 

How buhly the Vulgar trear. 
And 'ris moſt true, The heavieſt weight 
Of adverſe Fortune is, that ftraic 
Who is accus'd, and falls thereby, 


And [from my eſtate thruſt our, 
Stript of my honours, and no doubt 
Of my good name, thus ſuffer muſt 
For otnes paniſhments anjuſt. 
Beſides, methinks 1 plainty ſee 

The wicked making jollity, 

And egging each trapanning knave, 
No matter how, the good renſlave ; 
Who by my fall deterr'd, do ly 


Hi _ Open unto their villany : | 
$1}  Whodare doe miſchief *cauſe that they 
| Unpun iſh'd are, and will for prey. 
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I, ook I, of Philoſophy: 


2 his to the innocent is hard, 
*Mor only for to be debarr*d 
Df ſafery, but of hisdefence. 


es 


Then loud to cry is no offence, © 


J 


O thou moſt High, 
that fitt*ſt on thy eternal T hront, 
Who to th' whole Sky | 
gav ſt rules for it to move Alone, 
T hat mad'ſt the Moon 
by th Sun's reflex ro ſhine ſo bright , 
Small Starrs to drown, 
he from ber hid, to loſe her light. 
One Star thou mad'ſt 
attend the Sun each night new born, 
Which then invades 
the circle to bring up the morn, 
When Winter does 
the trees deveſt, to have foort light, 
When $ummer cloaths-- : 


T broughout the year 
the ſeaſons rul d are by thy power : 
What's nipt by th Bear, 
the Weſt-wind's freſb again reſtore ; 
Ana when bemione 
Arcturus gravidates the earth, 
T hen thou doft bring 
hot ripening Sirius to the birth. 
C 


them, then thou doſt contraft the night. 


of the Conſolation 

All things we ſee 

. oh tby foxt law then deſt dirett , 
+ Lnd can it be 

that Man alone thou ſpould ſt neglelt ? 


« How, or from whence, 


1S't fickle Chance does him purſ: ue, H 
And Innocence B 
| receive the hire to th' wicked dne ? Y 
F T hat wicked men ho 
; ſet in high place the good deriat, 1 
i0 whilſt in a den ; F 
z bright Vertne's forc'd her head to bide, R 
2 And ane br. MAN E 
{3 a villain's drew'd, whilſt perquries B 
20 Do him trapan, 
HS and ueatly-cloſe-compoſed lies ? p 
I But if that they | ( 
+ . I 
bi get ſtrength, inſulting they none ſpare, [ 
bt | But make a prey 
2J of might) Kings whow all ao fear. . 
| T hou that guid ſt all, "> 
behold this miſerable Earth, = 
And the no (mall 
part of it, Man, thy deareſt birth. 
Fortunes his foe, 


but thy great power her rage can.lay. 
Then us below, , Y 


as thou above deft, rule we pray. 
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Said ſhe) I made, when I did fee 
Thee weep, thon wert in miſery, 


And baniſh'd , but how far from home, 
Hadſt thou not told me , 1'de nor known. 
But from your Country,as you've ſaid, 
You are not baniſh'd ,but have {trat'd. 


Or if you'd rather think it true, 
Tis you your ſelf has baniſh'd you : 
For no man living elſe could doe. 


Remember thac your off-ſpring's root 


Is not Athenian Anarchy, 

But in one King bleſt Monarchy, 
Who joys in many SubjeRs free, 
Does none thruſt out, by*s laws to be 
Guided,and's juſtice ro obey 

Is the full ſumme of all we pray. 
Doſt thou not of thy Country know 
The ancient law, the which foe ſhow 


That no man can be baniſh'd- thence. * 


"That there would make his reſidence ? 
For who within its bounds does keep, 
\Ean't fear he can deſerve to ſleep 

WM exile : bur who would it quit, 
Quits therewithall deſert ab wit. 

JO not the place, but thy diſguife 

Me moves. For why ? ] do not prize 
*Wy Library ſo richly wrought, 


(2 


WV hen I with grief had this ſnarl'd our, 
"Se ſmil'd, and nothing moy'd, No doubt 


But thy own Mind with Ver.ues fraught, 
= - | ; ] Which 
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Fo 1 of the«Conſelatio 


Which not of Books, but Knowledge great, 


I once with care had made the ſeat, 
"Thou haſt with truth ſpoke thy good will 
To th*common $00d, but with ſmall skill 
Thou haſt thy, own deſerts lay'd our. 

\ That thou art honeſt none do doubt ; 
All know the falſhood they did uſe. 
Thou haſt done well not to accule, 

But gently, thy accuſers hate, 

Becauſe all rongues do it relate. 

Thou blam'ſt Te Senate's foul decree, 
Thou griev'ſt they have accuſed me, 
Bewail'it the loſs of my good name, 
And then *gainſt Fortune doſt exclame. 
With bitterneſs thou doſFeomplain, 
That Vertue's recompens'd with pain. 
At laſt thou thy ſharp verſe doſt cloſe 


With praier, on earth, for heaven's repoſe. 


By all which plainly we may ſee 
Sadneſs and grief diſtraReth thee. 

So that in this mind thou art in, 

With eaſ!e things we muſt begin. 

Thoſe perturbations that thee fwell 

A' gentle handling may diſpell, . 

So fitted them for to endure, 

With ſharper med'cines we'*l thee care. 


Who ſeaſons does not 'haow, 
But does i'th* Solſtice ſow, 
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"Tus fit he ſhould want Bread, 
And be with Acorns fed. 
No Violets you'l find, 
When Froſt the earth does bind, 
Nor on the Wither'd tree 
Freſh branches will you ſee. 
'Tr Antumn, all can tell, 
Whey Bacchus claſters ſwell. 
God does unto each time 
A proper uſs aſſigne , 

: And it ſo faſt has bound, 

. Nothing can it confound : 

; But what aves ut forſake, 
A {ad account aves make, 


5 With a few queſtions tir{t muſt I, 

7 With your good leave, you moye and try ; 

/ That fo I may know your diſeaſe; | 

7 Ask me, ſaid I; e*ne whar you. picale, 

y Tleanſwer make. Then ſhe reply'd, . - --: 

{ Doſt think that Chance chis world does guide ? 

| Orthink'ſt thou Reaſon does it rule ? 

Then ſaid 1,1 am no ſuch fool 

To think raſh Chance ar all can move 

Such certainties ; *vus God above. 

To his own work does ſure preſide, 

Nor will, nor have Iicdeny d. 7 

'Tis true, ſaid ſhe, you ſo did fing 

When Man you griev'd to be the thing 
£2 Only, 


2 Of 'the Conſolation Book} 
Only fromcare Divine leftout. . 
But of the reſt you made no doubr. 
And truly I do wonder how 
You can be ill, that this do know. 
But we will higher ſeek. to find, 
For that I gueſs ſomerhing*s behind. | 
Then tell me, ſince thou doſt behieve 
That God to th' world does order give, 
By what means does he govern it ? 
I cannot frame an anſwer fit, 
Since ſcarce thy ſcope by me's conceiv'd. 
Then I, ſaid ſhe, was not deceiv'd, 
Thinking a breach was open left 
By which diſturbances in crept. 
But can'ſt thou tell of things the ends, 
Or unto what whole Nature tends ? 
 Pve heard, bur grief makes me forget. 
| Doſt know who all things did beper ? 
Yes, God, faid I, And how can't be 
That you the Riſe, yet End dor't ſee ? 
. Troubles of mind ('tis often found) 
Do man in's Reaſon much confound, 
Bur not deſtroy, Anſwer me than, 
 Doſt thou remember thou'rt a Man ? 
Why yes, ſaid I, moſt perfeRly. 
And can'{t thou tell what '*tis to be 
A Man ? Strange queſtion askt, as though 
Me rational I did not know, 
And mortal too, I do confeſs. 
_ Doſt thou, ſaid ſhe, know nothins' elſe ? 
\ 


} 
« A Ny oe vel otter ey. £7 


” I nao 


Why, no : Thenthy diſcaſe is plain, 
Self-ignorance does cauſe thy pain. 

And now the cauſe I have found out, 

Thee for to cure 1 do not doubr, 
Confounded by Oblivion vile, 

Thou priev'ſt thy plunders and exile : 

Not knowing of all things the cloſe, 

Thou vile men happy doſt ſuppoſe : 
Forgetting how the world is ſway'd, 
Thou think'ſt that Chance has thee betray'd 
Nor cauſe of Sickneſs hence alone, 

But Death it ſelf may eav'ly come. 

Thar yet thou doſt in ſafery live, 

Toe God thou'rt bound thy thanks to give. 
Of Health a ſymptome _ find 

By th* ſenſe thou haſt of the world's mind 
That Chance therein does not abide, 

But Godly Reaſon does it guide. 

Then do not fear, this ſpark ſo ſmall 

In thee life's fier kindle ſhall. 

Bur for yet 'tis nor time Capply _ 

Strong remedies, therefore will I 

( Knowing by nature minds up take 
Opinions when they truth forſake, 

From whence Pry eget ariſe, 

And darken their truth-ſecing eyes ) 

This cloud of Errours diffipate, 

Or gently it attenuate, 
From falſhood's darkneſs ſo ſet free, | 
Truth's glorious ſplendor thou may'it fee. 


C4 
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| Then ſhe __ If truly I 


The ange of which thou doſt believe 


Of the Conſolation * Book 
Inclouded iky | | 
the Starrs no light can give. 
when Winds blow high, 
at Sea we ſcarce can live. 
A Floud down hill 
with ready current goes, 
But does ſtand ſtill 
when Rocks ao it oppoſe. 
So Truth's bright charms 
if thou wilt «early ſee, 
Clouds, Rocks and Storms | 
muſt firſt removed be. 
Nor Hope, nor Fear, 
nor foy, nor Grief abey , 
Minds clouded are 
ana.byaſs'd where theſe ſway, 
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V 


Hile ſilently on me ſhe gaz'd, 
Her modeſty m? attention rais'd, 


The cauſes of thy grief eſpy, 
Thy former Fortune thou doſt grieve, 


Thy 
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of Philoſophy. 
Thy Mind has alter'd. I well know 
The many wiles of this fiend foe. 
Moſt friendly ſhe does ever uſe 
Thoſe whom ſhe moſt means to abuſe, 
With ſaddeſt grief them caſting down, 
When unexpeReed ſhe does frown. 

But if thou wilt but lay to heart 

Her manners, nature, and deſert, 

In her was nothing worch thy coſt, 
Nor by her haſt rhou gain'd or loſt, 

But this into thy mind to bring, 

I think will be an eaſe thing. 

With my wiſe ſayings thou were wont 
(When ſhe thee courted) her to hunt. 
But nothing new does us come nigh 
Without the mind's reluctancy. 

Hence *tis that thou a while art gone 
From thine own quiet ſtation. 


- Butrime it 1s that thou do take 


Some pleaſing Cordials, thee to make 
More fit ſtrong med'cines to receive ; 
Sofr, ſweet Perſuaſives I conceive, © 


Which only then have their right uſe, 


When they our dictates don't abuſe. 
With them let Mulick's ſweet delight 
Strike notes now ſolemn, and now light. 
What 18'r, I pray, has wrought this teen ? 
Haſt thou ought new, not heard ot ſeen? 
If thou blam'ſt Fortune for this change, 
Thou err'ſt , her nature is to range : 


"26 
© She her own law has kept with thee, 

In keeping Mutability, 

*F Such was ſhe when ſhe thee did lure, 

# And with falſe joys did thee allure. 

{ Herdouble Deity to thee 

Diſcover'd is, which tew elſe ſee. 
And if you like her, don't complain; 
Tf not, then do thou her diſdain. 

And this which now doesrhee oppreſs, 
Should cauſe thy eaſe and quietneſs. 
She thee has left, if not, 'tis ſure 

Thou never could'ſt have been ſecure. 

_ Do fading joyes ſo rich appear ? 

Are Fortune's ſmiles to thee ſo dear ? 
Why, thou canſt neither truſt her ſtay, 
Nor brook that ſhe ſhould goe away. 
Then if that none can her retain, 

Nor let her goe without great pain, 

| Whats this ſlipp'ry Deity, 

But index of Calamity ? 

For what time preſent does commend, 
Pruacnce regaras not, but the End. 

And who both waies her nature metes, 
Nor kindneſs hopes, nor fears her threats. 
With a contented mind then bear 
What's done in Fortune's theatre, 
Since thou art under her command. 
\'For with what reaſon can itſtand, 

She ſhould not her own freedome uſe, 
Whom for thy miſtreſs thou didſt chuſe 3 
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of Philoſophy. 
Thou at thy Fortune may'ſt repine, | 
Bur car'ſt not change one {troke ich? line. 

If Sailes to th? winds committed are, 

The Ship no certain courſe can ſtear 

Nor thou to thy deſign'd Port goe, 

But thither where the winds do blow. 
Thou ſow'ſt thy ground good Corn to bear, 
But oft-times comes a barren year. 
Fortune's thy Miſtreſs, her obey. 

But thou her turning wheel would'it ſtay. 
Fool of all fools ! 1t once that ſhe 

Stands ſtil], ſhe Fortune leaves to be. 


While thus with hawghry pride ſhe does run round, © 


And like a torrent all aves drownd, 
Cruel, ſhe without aw on Kings aves tread , 
And falſly {mAing mounts the abjetl head. 
She hears no plaints, nor cares for pain, 
But laughs at them that do complain. 
T hoſe who hey truſt ſhe cozens, by her powey. 
Shewing them bleſt and curſt the ſelf-/ ame-hour. 


But yetlet Fortune have fair play, 
Then judge if ought but right ſhe ſay. 
Why doſt chou daily me accuſe, 

O man? how dol thee abuſe ? 


What is't that from thee 1 have ta*ne ? 


Chuſe thy own Judge, fore him complain. 
Ot Wealth and Honours me implead ; 
| willingly will back concede 


Book II. 


28 of the Conſolation 
{All that thou ask'ſt, if*c can be ſhown 

That any mortal them does own. + 
{When firſt ro live thou did(t begin, 

{ Naked and poor I rook thee in : 

{ With my own goods 1 cheriſh'd thee, | 
{ For which thou now dot rail at me. | 
£ I brought thee up with tenderneſs, + 

| And with abundance did thee bleſs. 

E Well. now fromthee-theſe things are rent : 
© Be thankfull I ſo long. them lent ; 

| And not complain that thou art croſt, 
 ASif thy own goods thou hadlt loſt. 

| No violence on thee does light; _ 

| Wealth; Honours, Pleaſures are my right , 
| Me for their miſtreſs they do own, 

With me they come, with me they!r gone. 

| Thou rafhly doſt ro chem lay clfAm, 

| And falſly doſt thy loſs proclaim. 

| Shall only I be barr'd my right ? 

The Heavens we ſee do bring forth Light, 

| Andit again with Darkneſs hide. 

| Each year the Earth decks as a bride, 

IS With Fruits, and Leaves, and Flowers gay , 
C38 Then with chi] Froſts nips them away. 
+ WF Calm Seas and quiet now entice, 

BY Now into horrid Storms do rife, 

| i Yet me (that fickle am by kind) 

| I Infatiace Man to him will bind. | 
I, having power, ith? world do play, 
And ſporting turn a wheel alway ; 
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Book: II, 


of Philoſophy. 
Pleaſing my ſelf to fee how I 
The high turn down, the low bring high, 
If thoudo for thy pleaſure climbe, 

To throw thee down 1s my paſtime. 

And yet noinjury to thee, 

To uſe my own, | being free. ow 
Doſt thou not know rich Cre/z (ate, 


Whom Cyrus great did tear of late, 
 Himſclt had burnt in his rich tower, 


Had Heavens not quench'd it with a ſhower ? 
Haſt thou forgot how pious Pal 

Did grieve his pris'ner Perſes fall ? 

What do all Tragedies deplore 

But Fortune's turning Kingdoms 0're ? 

When yer a youth, wert thou not taught 
That at ove's threſho!d there -were wrought 
Two Veſflfcls, one replete with Is, 

The other Goodneſs wholy fills ? 

What if roo much thou took'tt of one, 

It yet from thee 1 am rot gone ? 
What if this change a juſt cauſe be 7 7 
That thou ſhouldit better hope of me ? 
Then faint nor, nor defire to be, | 
Where all arc {ybje&t, only tree. 


- Tf as the ſanas 
the Seas caſt up in high, 
_ Or as the bands _ 
of Starres ith ſpanzled 5ky, 


20 of the Conſolation Book II, JF 

If ſo with prealth = E 

rich plenty ſhould us ſtore , 
Tet want of pelf 

vain man would ftill aeplore. 
It God each one 

Honours and Wealth ſhould grant ,' 

| Still they would mone 

Honours and Wealth to want. 
Rapine does ſtill 

inſatiately require : 

No bridle will 

bold in untam'd defore. 
None have fo much 

but ſtill defire more : 

-_ He'snever rich 

that thinks that he is poor. 


* If Fortune thus co'thee ſhould ſay, 
| How couldſt thou anſwer her,I pray ? 
| Nowif thou canſt thy plaints defend, 
' Speak forth, and Vle attention lend, 
ThenI, Theſe are but ſpecious ſhows, 
Muſick and Rhetorick, God knows, 
Which while we 'hear do only pleaſe ; 
Bur to deep Griets do pive no eaſe. 
When from the ear the :ſound is gone, 
Grief more the heart does work upon. 
*Iis true, ſaid ſhe , theſe foments are 
Apply'd but only to prepare 
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of Philoſophy, 
To cure thy unruly grief. 
But that which mult bring thee relief 
Muſt deeper pierce, which I le apply 
When 'tis fit time the ſame to try. 

To be in miſery to profeſs, 

Is co forget thy Happineſs. 

Thy Father dead thou wert took in 

By the chief men,and joyn'd in kin 

( Alliance which is only good) 

Firſt ro their love, and then their bloud. 
Who did not emulate thy joys 

Bleſt with ſuch Father, Wife, and Boys? 
But theſe as common I paſs by , 

Nor will I name the dignity 

With which thy Youth did Age excel! : 
The top of thy bleſt Hap I'le tell, 

If that in mortal things we ſee 

Oupht that is bleſſed, can it be 

A cloud the light ſhould ſo obſcure 

That memory ſhould not endure ? | 
When thy two Sons thou didſt behold i 
Carry'd from home, Con(uls inroll'd, © | 
The Senators them waiting on, 

And peoples acclamation ; 

When thou the King's praiſe didft dilate 
Before them plac'd in chairs of ſtate , 
When thou *cwixt them, while throngs did preſs, 
Truumphall largeſs didſt diſperſe : 
While Fortune thus did favour thee, 

While of her bounties ſhe was free, 


While 
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32 of the Conſolation Fe” Book Il, 


While none ſo much her mimion was, 
Thon her good words didſt give, 1 gueſs. 
Let thee and Fortune reckon now. _ 

| What though that ſhe has bent her brow ? 
| Number thy Joys and Sadneſles, 

E Thou happy yet wilt thee confeſs. 

| Andif that thou do therefore mone, 
Becauſe thy Joys are paſt and gone : 
Like reaſon bids thee mourning ſtay, 

F Since ſorrows alſo paſs away. 

E Artinto th' world but newly come ? 

” Do'{t look here for Flyzinm? 

F Whar's in this life of certainty, 

# Whenev'ry hower men do dy ? 

# And could we Fortune's ſelf inſure, 

| She could but until death endure. 

What diff 'rence then, whether by dying 

* Thos leave her , or ſhe thee by flying ? 
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When Pheebus galloping amain 
ſcatters his orient light, 

T he leſſer $tarrs to fly are {ain 
from his all-dazling fight. 

FF hen Zephyrus doth gently blow, 

the Farthabluſy puts on; 

But ruffling Auſter be doth throw 
acath s palentſs her upoy. 

When courted with a gentle grace, 
the Seas are (moeth and clear : 
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I W Bookll. of Philoſophy ; 
But then put on an angr) face, ol 
> when Boreas does —_ 
If netbing in this world be ſure, 
but all to change is bent ; 
T ruſt if thou wilt tg' Fortunt's [ure ; 
truft what's not permanent. 
But know that ev*ry thing that's maat 
lies under this £ 48 | 
To riſe, to flouriſh, and to faat, 


| and then no more to be. 


Lady of Vertues, then faid T, 
All chou haſt ſaid is verity : 
A proſperous ſwift courſe I had, 
Which to remember makes me ſad : 
For of all miſchief that 1s ſeen, 
T he Worſt is to have happy been. 
| Opinion thee does vex, ſaid ſhe , 
From which the things themſelves are free. 
If the vain name of Loſs thee ſtound, 
Let's fee how mach thou doſt abound. 
If thou the beſt doſt ſtill retain, 
How canſt thou of misfortune plain ? 
It thou keep'ſt ſtill of Fortune's ſtore 
Whatis moſt rich, thou art not poor. 
= Father, mankind's ornament, 
Beſt Symmachus, to Vertue bent 
And holy Wiſdome, for whoſe health 
Thou wouldft lay down thy life and wealth, 
D 


 *34 Of the Conſolation | Book Il 
' He ſafe from injuries does mone | 
Thy miſeries, as if hisown. 
Thy Wife does live, commended high 
For modeſt wit and chaſtity ; 
No more to ſay, her father's like, 
For thee does live, though in diſlike 
Oflife : in which one thing I grant 
Thou full feliciry doſt want , 
For that ſhe wiſhing thy relief, 
Does pine away herſelf with grief. 
Thy Children,who have Conſuls bin, 
Maintain th* uprightneſs of their kin. 
Since Life then 1s the thing moſt rare, 
For which all mankind does take care , 
How bleſt would'ſt thou thy ſelf confeſs, 
If thou knew'ſt thy own happineſs, 
Enjoying ſtill, as't does appear, 
What then life's ſelfis far more dear ? 
Then ceaſe to grieve, and things miſcall, 
Since Fortune has not ſhipwreckt all. 
That Anchors ſtick, and ſound's the Rope, 
Gives comfort now, and future hope. 
Pray God they hold, and ſtill beſound ; 


For if they hold, we ſhall not drownd. 
Bur thou doſt ſee how we are torn, 


How over-board our goods are born. 
_ me glad, ſaid ſhe, thou moved arr, 

And that thy grief is bur for part. 

ButI thy niceneſs can't dipeſt, 


And plaints, *cauſe thou*rt not wholy bleſt. 


Fot'? 


F Book 1]. of Philoſopby: 


For who ſo full content can find 


Humane affairs (till doubt procure, 
Or never pain'd, or never ſure. 
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# Another happy in a Wife 
3 Wants Children, and does grieve to fee 
Z Anothers Child his Heir mult be. 
* Another having Children ſtore, 
Z Grieves they are wicked, or elſe poor. 
{} So none with Fortune are content, 
Z But their Condition ſtill lamenr. 
#2 They'r ignorant,her have not try'd , 
& And they that have, car'ther abide. 
Z Adde, thoſe men that moft happy are, 
# Have quickeſt ſenſe of their ill fare : 
2 1f Fortune bur a little frown, 
= With ſmalleſt puſts they are caſt down. 
& Ancahie thing diſtraRs the ſtate” 
# Of thoſe that are moſt fortunate. 
y How many doſt thou daily ſee, 
Would think themſelves in heav'n to be, 
| If they the leaſt part did poſſeſs 
F Ofthar which yer thy ' lite does bleſs? 
E This place which rhou call't Bamſhmenr, 
7 The Natives live in with content. 
# Sonothing's ill, bur whar's ſo thought , 
x And unleſs ſo, there's happy noughtr. 
| D 2 


\ 


That ſomerhing won't diſpleaſe bis mind ? 


One ſtor'd with both wails ſingle lite :_ 


One does abound, bur's ſham'd by's Birth ; 


Who | 


E 36 of the Conſolation 
Who is ſo happy, but ( if he 
Once angry grow ) a change would ſce? 
With what a world of bitterneſs 

Is ſeaſon'd humane happineſs ? | 
Which though it pleaſe while*t does remain, 
Yet none could ever it retain. 


Book Il, 


See then the miſerable bliſs I: 
That in all mortal things there is, F 
Which ſtay not with thoſe are content,  - 


Nor pleaſe the froward while they'r lent. 
Why mortals then ſeek bliſs withour, 
The which within they need not doubt, 
Is for that Errour them does drownd, f | 
And Ignorance does them confound, | 
The center of true bliſs I'le ſhow. 
Doſt thou to any thing more ow 
Then tothy ſelf? why, no :: then why 
Enjoy'ſt thou not thy ſelf wholy ? 
 Indoing ſo thou ſhalt enjoy 
What Fortune's ſelf can't take away. 
And that theſe caſual things do ow 
No Bleſſedneſs, thou thus may'ſt know. 
Tf Bleſſedneſss be the chief Good 
By Humane Reaſon nnaerſtood, 
And that the ehiefeſt Good is not 
Which does depend upon a lot , 
For that that ſame excell it muſt 
Which Chance nor Power out can thruſt 
 *T's manifeſt that Bliſs is higher 
T hen Fortunt's fopp'ries cay aſpire. 
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$. Book II. of Philoſophy. 
' Or kyows ſhe'l change, or does not know. 
q If he don't know, what bleſſedneſ. s 
# Can be in ignorant blindneſs ? 
Z Andsf he know, his fears are ſtill 
# He ſoall ber loſe, ſince goe ſhe will. 


7} Sobring in fear continually, 


I} 'T i ſure he happy cannot be. 
i And if her loſs he can mail, 
| So that no way it bim atjett, 

i 'T us a poor Bliſs that will not croſs 

| Him that enjoys it, in the loſs. 

Z But ſince by many ways thou'rt known 
{ Tobea perſon who does own 

$ That humane minds not mortal are, 

3 And that this one thing more is clear, 

# Thar Death this Happineſs does end , 
Then if no further it extend, 

No doubt but all mankind that dy, 

# By Death fall into miſery. 


$ But we have many known that have _ 


} Sought Bleſſedneſs e'en in the grave, 
By Death not only, but have ſo 

By torments and afflitions too : 

$ Then inthis Life what can us bleſs, 

| Whoſe end only gives Bleſſedneſs? 


Who wonld bin ſeat 


With cantion great, 
D 3 


& This more; #ho Happineſs dees row, 


37 


4 38 - of the Conſolation” 


where ts 10 {ear 

T bat Winds ſhonld tears 
Nor Waves that threat 
A downfall great ,, 
Let him not fly 

To Mountains bigh, 
Where Winds that blow 
May overthrow ; 

Nor on Sands rear 
Which cannot bear - 
But ſet him down 

Ina low ground, 

Where Winds that roar 
Cay't turn bim 0 re. 

T bus quiet he, 

Hay happy be, 
Scorning therr rage 


Throughout bis age. 


But ſince that 1 theſe foments find 
Already ſink inco thy mind, 

I ſtronger med'cines now will try. 

Grant Fortune's goods had certainty : 
Whar's in them that is worth the while, 
Or well conſider'd is not vile? 

Are Riches thine, or of ſuch count ? 
Does Gold or Mony ſo ſurmount ? 
Why,in the ſpending, theſe by far 


= 


Book II, 
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— (Theniatt acquiſt) more glorious are. 


[: YBook IT, of Philoſophy. 
ST Baſe Avarice is hated ſtill , 
Z Bounty does mouths with pris fill. 
Z And fince Wealth can with no man ſtay, 
Z Wealth's precious then when FA away. 
#Z For ſhould one man keep all the ſtore, 
Z Allother men muſt needs be poor. 
3 Words without Coſt all men may ſpare, 
3 But Riches ſpent dirmnifh'd are. . 
2 Why, then *tis of necelſlity, 
E Who parts with's Wealth, he poor muſt be 
& How poor a thing is Riches then, 
: Which cannot be enjoy d by men ? 
# Nor without making many poor 
# Can any man make up a ſtore. 
#3 Does Jewels luſtre thee intice ? 
If ought be inthem of great price, 
8 Tis fromthe Jewels, northe Men. 
Why ſo admir'd, I wonder then. 
What in a ſenſeleſs rhing can ſeem 
So fair, that Reaſon ſo*c ſhould deem ? 
Which though they by creation are, 
In their degree, exceeding fair , 
Yet far below thee: they are plac'd, 
Nor do deſerve to be ſo grac'd. 
Do pleaſant Fields elſe thee delight ?: 
Why not ? no doubt 'risa fair ſight. 
So does the Sea delight the eye, 
The Sun, the Moon, the Stars, the Sky. 
But what are all theſe things to thee ? 
| Dar'ſt thou at all boaſt their beauty ? 
| : D 4 
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a 40 of the Conſolation Book 11, | 


Doſt thou ſweet May adorn with flowers? 
Is Earth made fertile by thy ſhowers ? 
Why of vain joys doſt ſo much make ? 
External, for thine own doſt take ? 

Fortune will never make that thine 

Which does by Nature thee decline. 

The Earth no doubt her fruits does bring 
To nouriſh ev'ry living thing. | 
And if enough will thee ſuffice, 
Scorn Fortune's ſuperfluities. 
Nature with little is content, 


\ 


 Andifon her there more be ſpent, 


'Twill or not pleaſe, or hurtfull be 
With nauſeous ſatiety. 

Doſt thou delipht tor to appear 
In ſev*ral Suits gorgeous and dear ? 
If they at all the fancy raiſe, 
The ſtuff or Taylor has the praiſe, 

Will many Servants make thee bleſt ? 
If bad, they are a houſhold peſt : 
If good, anothers probity, 
Pray, what ſhall that redound to thee ? 
By all which it is plainly ſhown, 
What thou count'ſt thine is not thine own. 
And if no beauty be in theſe, 
Why ſhould they anger thee, or pleaſe? _ 
And if by nature they ace fair, (3 
And ſo thee pleaſe, what need'{t thou care, 
Since thou may'ſt all their beauty ſee, 
Though they poſſeſt by others be? 


A Book IT, of Philoſophy. 
& For they not precious are therefore, 
# 'Cauſe thou haſt made them of thy ſtore : 

& Bur thou haſt them in great eſteem, 

® Becauſe that they do precious ſeem , 

Z And hunt'ſt them with great carneſtneſs, 

> For fear that want ſhould thee oppreſ 

z Inthis thou artdeceiv'd alſo, 

2 Sinceſtill thou want'ſt ro make a ſhow : 

Z Forthis of all hands we mult grant, 

T hey that have moſt, they moſt do want. 

Who nature only would ſuffice, 

Cares not for ſuperfluities. | 

Have you no inward ſweet content, 

On outward things you are ſo bent ? 

Or how is your condition free ? 

With a divine foul doſt agree, 

To boaſt the glory of thy ſtace 

In goods that be inanimate ? 

Their own contents each other thing : 
Bur you, whoſe Mind from Heav'n does ſpring, 
With low things would your ſelf adorn, 
Whereby you your Creator ſcorn... _ 
God would have Man all things excell ; 
He, them to ſerye, himſelf does ſell. 

For if that good more precious 1s | 

Then that which does that good poſleſs, 
And you baſe things your good eiteem, 
You truly them to ſerve do feem. 

Which juſtly does upon you light, 

Of Man not having the foreſight, 


\ 


Pl heels Book. 9 


' To know, all things he does excell 
Whenas himſelf he does know wel! : 
And if himſelt he ceaſe ro know, 

He puts himſelf the Beaſts below, 
For Ignorance the nature us 
Of Beaſts, but *trs of Man the vice. 

| You do your ſelt but make a ſcorn, 

 Whenyou with what's not yours adorn. 
For what is ſeen we only prize , 
Whar's hid, in its own ordure lies. 
I dodeny that good to be 
Whichdoes the owner injury. 
Aml in this deceiv'd, or no ? 

. Pme ſure that thou wilt not ſay ſo, 
Bur oft who Riches do poſſeſs, 
By them are brought to heavineſs. 
Since ev'ry rogue does think thar he 
Has right ro themas well as thee. 

' And thou who now thy throat doſt fear, 

And for falſe goods doſt take ſuch care, 

If thou thoſe goods away would'ſt fling, 

Before the Thief thou'dſt leap and ſing. 

Then worldly Wealth great joy has ſure, 

While whe*c enjoyes can't be ſecure, 


Happy that Age 

who their own Fields did till ; 
Could Hunger*s rage 

with Acorns eas'ly fill ; 


Dia 


Ef pook IT. 


of Philoſophy. 
Did not their Wine 
with hony mixt confound, 
Nor made them fine 
with Tyrian aye wnſonnd , 
Who on the graſs 
aid take their quiet reſt, 
Drink Water was, 
and under Pines did fraft : 
When dang'rous T rade, 
which with it pealth did bring, 
} Was not yet made 
of Vice the fatal fpring. 
No Trumpets aid 
the Souldiers minas elate, 
No weapons hid 
in wounds through mortal hate. 
What could invite 
men then to kill and fla 
For none would fight 7 
3f 8t were not for pay. 
O would again - — 
thoſe manners might return ! 
But love of gain 
like Krna*s fire does bury. 
Ab ! who was be 
that firſt did treaſures find ? 
"Man lived free 
they in their cells confin'd. 


—_ 


" 44 Of the Conſolation Book ll, fl 
Of powers and of digniries, | = V 
"Which you exroll unto the skies, a V 
Not 2798 truly what they are, Id 

T will unto thee now declare. S ] 
If they in wicked hands do light, 


| Not e/&tna's flames can ſhew ſuch ſpight, 
Nor Inundations doe ſuch harm. 3 
Of chis ler Conſuls power warn, : 
Which firſt ta'ne up for Liberty, | 
| So great a burthen grew to be, 

| Your Fathers ſought to lay't aſide, 

| As Kings before were for their pride. 

Andif by chance (as 'tis bur rare) 

Honours conferr'd on good men are, 

| What is in them that can delight 

- Bur Courtefie and doing right ? 
So that there is no honour due 

To Dignity without Vertue. 

For Vertue only does conferre 

Honour on thole in power are. 

And what is this deſired thing.? 

What does this glorious Power bring 2 
Did you but ſee, you would deride 

{ Thoſe poor things to which you preſide. 

| Othings of Clay ! if among Mice 

{ Theitch of Honour ſhould intice, 

| Andone for higheſt place ſhould croud, * 
|; Wouldit not make rou laugh aloud ? 

$ For if che Body thou 'look on, 

$ What poorer thing is made then Man, 


Who 


Book II, of Philoſophy. 
# Who oft deſtroy'd is by a my, 
Y Whom oft a Worm does cauſe to dy ? ' 
Z Now none can greater power have, 
# Then this poor Body to enſlave, 
Z Ocrthat which far inferior 15, 
Z The goods of Fortune, fools chief bli{-. 
3 Forno man the free Mind commands, 
Nor moves, which firm on Reaſon {tands. 
| When once (we reade) a Tyrant King 
By cruel torments ſought to bring 
A bold free ſpirit to relate 
Who with him did confederate, 
With's teeth he did his tongue diſplace, 
And threw it in the Tyrant's face. 
So to his vertue bravely he 
Did turn the Tyrant's cruelty. 
What to another can one doe 
That he himſelf's not ſubje& to ? 
Buſcris who his gueſts did kill, 
His bloud great Hercales did ſpill. 
And Regulus, who oft in bands -- 
The Pex; led, they bound his hands. 
Then what great power isin man, 
Who his own harms not hinder can? 
Apain , if that in Dignities 
Any eſſential good there lies, 
# The wicked could not them attain : 
4  Fortheſe are rules that are certain, 
1 Things naturally contrary, 
And things oppos'd cannot agree. 


SIRCE 


F -46 of the Conſolation Book 11. - 


Since bad men then we ſce | oft-time 
Unto theſe dignities to climbe, 
We may affirm in them to be 
No good, they do ſo well agree. 
So may be pur on the ſame ſcore 
The reſt of Fortune's goodly ſtore ; Z 
For that moſt often they them ſhare 1 
Who of all men moſt wicked are. 1 
Theſe things may be conſider'd too : 
T hey valiant are, valiantly dee , 
Who's ſwift, we nimble-footed call ; 
And Muſick makes men muſical , 
Phyſick Phyſicians, a ſweet tongue 
To Rhetoricians does belong. 
Natmre gives all is all refpetts 
What's proper, not contrar effetts, 
And in all things that are her due 
All oppoſition . H eſchew, 
Bur Wealth can't Avarice repell , 
Nor Power make him not to ſwell, 
Whom vicious luſts do ſtrongly bind 
In fetters not to be untwin'd, 
And Dignities which bad men gain 
Make them not worthy, but the ſtain 
Of their unworthineſs does ſhow. 
Thar this is ſo, we come to know 
{ Becauſeto things a name you rear 
| Which their effe&s will no way bear. 
For theſe are neither Wealth, nor Might, 
Nor Dignities ſo call'd of right : 


But 


| Book 1l, of Philoſophy. 
Bur if their right names they do bear, 
They are Vexations, Trouble, Care. 
Laſtly, who's wiſe the like concludes 
Ofall falſe Fortune's interludes, 

In whith, asit is maniteſt, 
There's nothing good, nought that makes bleſt ; _ 
Which neither ro good men are ſent, 

Nor make them good to whom they'r lent. 
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What runes aid he make 
that Rome aid fire, 
The Fathers brought to ſtake, 
and to aſpire 
His Brother s blond caus'd fpill, 
Adother to ay, 6 
That he might gaze his fill 
where be did ly ! 
Ah ! crack ſure was he, 
without a tear 
Her intrails torn could ſee 
that did him bear. 
Tet thu man did bear ſway 
from the Sun's riſe, 
Unto where enas the day 
; th' weſtern skies ;, 
From where congeal'd to ice 
men wine do eat, 
To where the world not nice 


ftark naked treat. 


38 of the Conſolatiin BookIl\ 
F And would this power vaſt 

his mind aſſwage ? 
No; he with (word did waſt, 
with poiſon rage. | 


k 


{ Thouknow'ſt, ſaid I, Ambition ne're 
{ To worldly preatneſs did me rear. 
But being ford with Learning, I 
Thought fir in ſilence not to dy. 
Then ſhe repli*d, This is the thing 
Thar oftentimes great wits does bring 
(Fen ſuch as at high vertue aime) 
To hazard all on Fortune's game. 
Deſire of Glory and high place 
Puts on a ſeeming lovely face : 
Bur how they vile, nay nothing are, 
By what I'le ſhow will plain appear. 
Firſt chen, by demonſtrations all 
Which we call Aſtrological, 
'Tis plain,to heaven's vaſt extent 
The whole Earth's bulk is but a point, 
So ſmall, that to the Globe if we 
; Compar't, it nothing ſeems to be. 
 Ofthis ſmall point not the fourth part 
(Well known by Geometrick art) 
With living creatures planted is. 
| From whence take Lakes, and Bogs, and Seas : 
| Conſiderthis, thou wilt find then 
| There's ſcarce an atome left for Men. 


Then 
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Book, of phieiply. 


Then if of this ſmall point thou art 
Shut up within the ſmalleſt part, 
How poor a thing is thirſt of Fame, 
Or perpetrating of a Name ? 
Or ow can Glory great be found 
Coop'r up within ſo narrow bound ? 
Next let us adde this one thing more , 
This little point 1s fil'd with ſtore 
Of Nations, who all are at ſtrife 
In manners, language, courſe of life : 
*Mongſt whom Fame 15 not greatly ſpred, 
"Cauſe commerce is prohibited, 
Travel, is hardly undergone, 
And to be tongue-ty'd's vexation. 
Then for a ſingle Man a name 
To pet, is hs when Towns want fame. 
Txlly in his time does relate, 
The fame of Rome was not dilate 
Beyond mount Caucaſus, yet ſhe 
Thenthe World's Miſtris ſcem'd to be. 
Thou then doſt fee how -ſtreight and poor _ 
The glory is thou labour'ſt for. 
That tame, doſt think, Rome could nor gain, 
One Roman ſhould to it attain ? 
Beſides, as Nations Civers arc, 
Their Laws and manners differ far : 
For what one people think worth praiſe, 
Another with chaſtiſement paies. 
So that whoever takes delight 
In Fame's high buſje-winged flighe, 
| | K 
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Bg $0 of the Conſolation . Book II, 
(Which in moſt Countries can't have vent,) 
Let home-ſpread glory him content. 

That Fame call'd Immortality 

Muſt in one Nation tether'd be. 

More famous men forgot have dy'd 

Then are by Writers dignifrd. 

Or can Records etermize men? 

No, Time conſumes Writers and them. 
Put you immortal call that ſame 
Which is indeed bur future fame. 
Conſider but th*infinity, 

Of ever-bleſs'd Eternity, 

And you will find the joy you ſeek 

Is not a mote in a bright week. 

Ten thouſand Years let be the caſe, 

With it compare one Moment's ſpace ; 
Yet definite both ſpaces are, 

Though ſmall, rhey ſome proportion bear. 
Then multiply this manifold, 

Yet no compariſon will hold. 

Finite things *mong themſelves may be 
: Compar'd, not with Infinity, 
-- Then thouph rhat time do fame long ſpare, 
-,- Irwith Eternity compare, . | 
.- _ Thow'ltfindit 1snot only ſmall, 
 -., © Bur ſeemeth not to be art all. | 
.--.. Butyouthink nought can you commend, 
_ Tf vulgar praiſe don't it attend. 

© Conſcience nor Vertue you regard, 

.. From vulgar mouths you ſeek reward. 
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Learn 


VN Book 11. of Philoſophy. 
Learn how he truly did deride 


S 1njuriouſly be did contend 
8 With owe who Vertue did pretend, 
| CalPd himſelf a Philoſopher : 

And now, ſaid he, it ſhall appear 

Whether that name you rightly uſe, 

And more and more did him abuſe. 

All which he patiently did bear, 

Seeming no Whit for it to care. 

At laſt inſultingly ſaid he 

Now that *tis true you plainly ſee. 

Bat bitingly he 1d reply, 

T hy fooliſh tongue dves thee ae(cr). 

But at what is't brave men do aime, 
Such as by Vertue only claim ? 

| (For theſe are only worth my breath) 

What is't that they gain after death ? 

For if (the which we credit not) 

Menin the Grave do wholy ror, 

No Glory ſure the Grave retains, 

If nought of him whoſe *tis remains, 

Bu if a ſoul unſported, free 

From this Earth's priſon upward flee, 

Enjoying Heaven, ſhe'] deſpiſe 

All earthly ſoughc-for vaninies. 


who headlong aves 


von vain-Clory run, 


E 3 


One ſwell'd with this vain-glorious Pride. 
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F 52 Of the Conſolation 
And does ſuppoſe 
chief Gcod to build thereon, 
Let him behold 
the ſpacious Heaven fair, 
And the pinfold 
of Earth with it compare : 
And if with Fame | 
this ſpot he cannot fill, 
He will with ſhame 
condemn bis towring will. 
Why ſhould fond Pride 
tts ſelf aim for to free 
From that which try'd 
no mortal man can be ? 
Though Fame ao fly 
to Regions far remote, 
With titles high , * 
death Glory values not. 
But bigh ana low 
{uffer alike Death's groans. 
Who now can ſhow 
Faithful Fabricius boyes ? 
Where's Brutus wit, 
and rigid Cato's care? 
In ſome ſmall ſcript 
ts only ſaid, they were. 
Then by Records 
a Name u only ſhown, 
A toy of words, 
the Man lies ſtill unknown. 
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[I Book II, of Philoſophy. 
But thee to quell, 

if thus to live thou chuſe, 
Let me thee tell, 

a ſecond Death purſues. 


JBurleſt that thou ſhouldſt think that 1 
Am Fortune's utter enemy ; | 
Vle grant there 1s a time that ſhe 2 
Deſerves of men eſteem'd to be , 

When ſhe her ſelt does open lay. 
Well nnaerſt and me what / (ay : 

EF For *tiS a wonder | relate, 

| The which 1 ſcarce can explicate. 

I To be great truth I do averre, 

J lhen God, Bad Forcune's better far, 

{ lor She deceives moſt certainly 

$ In promiſing lehcaty : 

{ But This does Fortune truly ſhow 

{ Inconſtant , chanping to and tro. 

z She ſalfly cheating men does fool , 

Bur This preſides in wiſdome's ſchool, 

She does mens minds in fetters bind, 

Falſly pretending to be kind , 

But 1 his from bondage ſets them tree 

By making known tl? uncertainty. 

So One you ſee to be ablaſt, 

' The Other ſober and ſtedfaſt : 

One fooliſhly deceiv'd with hes, 

The Other grown by practice wile. 
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 Infine, the Happy man ſtill ſtrates 
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From the direct into by-waies : 
Whereas the Other to the right 
Reduces men by a clear light, 

And doſt thou think it a ſmall thing, 
That this harſh fortune thee does bring 
To know who faithful is to thee, 
Diſcovers falſe friends treachery ? 


But thy true friends do ſtill remain. 

This to have known at how dear rate 
Would*ſt thou have bought when forrunate ? 
Then leave ro moan that thou haſt loſt | 
Thy Wealth, ſince thou canſt truly boaſt 
That thou thy faichful Friends canſt tell, 
Which docsall Treaſure far excel!. 


Conſt ant though, the world 
Change does evermore, 

Seeds #th' earth though barl'd, 
Forc'd are to reſtore. 
homie to make Day 

Ramp oglorionſly, 

Phot F to rob 

T he (mall light oth' thy ; 

Seas bounded to be, | 
T heugh the Earth above : | 
T his rare Concord he 
AMaat that is all Leve, 


" Book IT. 


Let him looſe the yein, 
All things Love combine, 
Harry do amain 

To warres inteſtine : 
Social Lowes are loſt 
Which fair order keep, 
And the World ss toſi'd 
As Ships in the atep. 
People joyn'd in peace, 
He for them aves care :. 
farrs be makes to ceaſe 


 'T wixt the Married pair. 


Laws he does preſcribe, 
Binding faithfull friends, 
Which them fairly guide 
Unto honeſt ends. 
Happy are they ſure 

T hat thus guided are 
By that Love ſo pure 
Guides the Heavens farr. 
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E R Song did ſo much raviſh me, 
That ſtupeſy'd 1 ſeem'd to be. 

But recolleRing , O thou bleſt, 

Said I, reducer unto reſt !- 
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F 56 l of the Conſolation Book III, 


How have theſe thy inſtructions free 
And pleaſant ſinging cheriſh'd me ? 

SO that henceforth I think I ſhall 

\ Fell Fortune's ſtrokes not fear at all. 
And thoſe Remedies the which thou 
Both harſh and bitter call'dſt but now, ? 
I donot henceforth hate to prove, 4 
Bur cordially 1 them do love. I 
Then ſhe reply'd,When I did find 

That rhou ddl my inſtructions mind, 

Then did I know thou wouldſt comply 

Not on! in form, but ſeriouſly. 

Thoſe which remain that nature bear, 

Taſted they bite, ſweet ſwallow'd are. 


- But that which thee does now invite 


With ſo much pleaſure and delight, 
How much wouldſt thouit more intend 
If thou the ſcope didſt comprehend ? 
Why, what's the final drift ? ſaid T, 
What ? perfeft true Felicity , 
Which thou doſt dream for to attain, 
But cheated art with fancies vain. 

' Then] repiy'd, th* humbly pray 
Me this to ſhew withour delay, 

Moſt willingly I will, ſaid ſhe : 

But firſt I muſt declare to thee ©. 
Things contrary, that thou thereby 
Maiſt know trxe Bliſs more perfeRly, 
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Who Will a good Ground till, 
All weeds he firſt muſt ksll, 
And then moſt certainly 
He ſhall grow rich thereby. 

Who ſweet would taſt, he muſt 
Hus palate firſt diſguſt. 
Starrs then do ſhine moſt bright 
When darkeſt us the Night. 

And when Morn does appear 
The Sun does ſhine «hy clear. 
So thou from darkneſs free, 
Moſt clearly then wilt ſee , 
Dark Error laid aſiat, 

Bright Truth will be thy guiae, 


li Then ſhe a while did fix her eye, 


Her thoughts retiring inwardly. 
Atlaſt, O how are men, ſhe ſaid, 
Wuh many cares diſquieted ? 

All ſeveral waies do play their game, 
Yetall at the ſame End do aime ; 

That is, chief Good, which I define 

To be Max's ultimate deſign : 

The which indeed the chief Good 1s, 
All others being compris'd in this. 

But if in all it don't agree, 

T he chiefeſt Goed 1t cannot be , 

For that there's ſomething left without 


The which may cauſe dehre and doubt. 
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By which *cis evidently ſhown, 

Chizf Good has all Perfection. 

This for to get, men ſev'rally, 

AS] have ſaid, themſelves apply : 

| To which mens minds moſt certatnly _ 
{ Have natural propenſity , 

Bur Error makes men to eſteem 
What is not ſuch, ſo ſuch it ſeem. 

So Plenty ſome eſteem the ground, 
Thence toyl in Riches to abound. 

| Others high Honours and great Place, 
Not ſpoke to, bur, 1f't pleaſe your Grace. 
Others with Power and Command 

To rule do love, or near roſtand. 

But who of Fame make moſt account, 
In Peace and War ſeck to ſurmonnt. 
My in Mirth chief Good would tind , 
Theſe to all Pleaſures are inclin'd. 
There are which ſeek for to acquire 
All theſe with different deſire. 

As ſome do Riches love, only 

That Power and Pleafure they may buy. 
Some Power ſeek, thereby to gain 
Great Riches or a laſting Name. 

To theſe or other the like end 

All humaneaCtionsdo intend : 

As Honour or a poplar name, 

Thereby for to advancea fame , 

A Wite and Children pleaſure bring. 
But Friendſhip's ſuch a holy rhing, 
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Not 


Book III, of Philoſophy. 
Not to be nam'd in Fortune's throng, 
To Vertue only't does belong. 

All other things do men invite 

For Power , or elſe for Delight. 

Aſl goods 0*ch* Body ealily 

J Towhatis ſaid referr'd may be. 

4 AsStrength and allproportions fair 

| An aGcive bedy do declare : 

Beauty and bold GOA 

Do give Renown ; Health, Jollity. 

By all which, all may plainly ſce, 

All men do ſeek Felicity. 

For what each man does moſt preterre, 
| That his chief Good he does declare. 

But we chief Good define to be 
Beatitude, Then bleſt is he 

(At leaſt ſo to himſelf does ſeem) 
Enjoys what he does moſt eſteem. 

Lo then what *tis that does expreſs 

The All of humane Happineſs ; 

Wealth, Honour, Power, Glory, Pleaſure. _ 
Which only by the Epicure 

Conſider'd, made him to decree 
Pleaſure his chiefeft Good to be , 

For that from's mind each other ſtate 
Seem'd all delight to alienate. 

But to mens ſtudies Ile revert, 

Which though they do their minds pervert, 
Yer till chief Gopd 1s the deſign. 

But as a man o*recome with wine 


A 
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| Cannot find his dire&t way home , 
So Selt-conceit them overcome, 
But how can they be ſaid to erre, 

'Who nor'to want do endeavour ? 

'For is there any ſtate more bleſt 

Then that with Plexty is poſleit, 

Which not on others does depend, 5 

And which its own ſelf can defend ? ? 
Or can thoſe men be ſaid to erre, [! 

| Who {till the beſt things do preferre ? 

| No, for can that an ill be thoughr 

| Which by all mortal men is ſought ? 

| Muſt Power not be counted good ? 

Muſt feeble it be underſtood 

Which does all- other things ſurmount ? 

| Muſt Fame too be of no account? 

| Why, all men muſt acknowledge this, 

| What molt excells moſt famous 1s. 

| I were a fool, if I ſhould tell 
| This Bleſſedneſs does ſo excell, 

| That it nor trouble has nor care, 
| Nor ſubje& is to grief or fear ; | 

| When ſmalleſt things for to acquire 

| That bring delight, men do deſire. 
Hence *cis they -Riches do procure, - 

| Power, Rule, Glory, and Pleaſure ; 

Thar by theſe things they may obtain 

R-ipet, Delight, and ſplendid Fame. 

| That it is Good then iris plain, 

Thac men dv hunt with ſo much pain, 
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To which how Nature does impel, 
Demonſtratively all may tell , 

Since though to various (tudics bent, 
in this End,Good, they all conſent. 


: Kind Nature the whole World does Cnide, 
: with Gordian knot aces bind, 
|? Does certain Laws for it proviat, 

Which now to warble 1s my mind. 


Although the Libyan Lions are 
 witheaſie fetters bound, 

And take their meat at hand, and fear 

T hitr angry Maſter s whip and frown : 


Tet if they once ao taſf of gore, 
their nature then us ſeen ;, 
T hey hideonſly do yell and roar, 
And tear the ground, and fiercely grin... 


Then ſcorning both the whip and call, 
TT themſelves they do mnty, > = —- 
' And on their Maſters they as fall, 
Tearing them piecemeal greedily. 
The Bird #s'd on tbe trees to fog, 
if he in cage be penn'd, 
Though beſt of dainties you him bring, 
Tet to his nature he will bend. 


And if that once he ao Fet ont, 
and in the woods be free, 
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All your enticements he will flout, 
And chant his tunes meloaiouſly. 


If that by force 4 tender Plant 
be made to ground to bend, 
Do-you but once let looſe your hana, 
It «pward preſently will tena. 
T he Sun each night falls in the Weſt, 
yet ſtill he does return, 
Leaving all mortals to their reſt, 
Till be again ſalutes the Morn. 


Al things oblig'd are by thus law, 


and joy thereto to bend ; 
All do 4 _ circle draw, 
7o)n their beginning with ther end. 


So faintly you, O ſons of Earth, 
Yet truly tanſy your firſt birth , 
And the true ends of Bliſs foretold 
Though darkly, in each thought behold, 
Nature to good all men does lead, 
But various Error does miſlead. - 
Conſider if the courſe men tend 
 Canbring them perfe? Bl;[s1'th' end. 

_ Forif that Wealth or Honour can, 
' Orought like, make a happy man, 


| Thenwe'| confeſs they happyare 
|.” Whodo of theſe get greateſt ſhare. 
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of Phil oſophy, OJ i 
But if that they their promiſe ſcant, « 
If much of what is good they want, 

Do they not openly conteſs 

They bring| but a falſe Happineſs ? 

Firſt thee I'will interrogate, 

Who didſt with Wealth abound of late. 
With all chat Wealth didſt ever find 

Thou couldſt poſſeſs a quiet Mind ? 

'Tis true ; my Mind was never free, 

Burt ſomething till did rrouble me. 

Was it not 'cauſe rhou couldſt not have 
Something thy Luſt or Will did crave ; 

Or elſe becauſe thou couldſt nor get 

Rid of what fain thou wouldit be quit ? 
*Tis true, ſaid]. Then the preſence 

Of this thou ſought'ſt, of that th* abſence. 
I do confeſs't.. And does not he 

Want who {till does deſire ? ſaid fhe. 

'Tis true, ſaid 1. Then ſhe reply'd, 

Who wants can'c for himſelf provide. 
wi no, ſaid]. Apdthoa when rich 

Didſt ſuffer this cormenting itch, 

I did. It ſeems that Wealth chen can't 
Or give ſufficient, or bar want. 

Ye this jt promis'd. Nay, what's worſe, 
Mony in'ts nature has that curſe, 
That none to keepit has the kill, 
Burt *ewill away againſt his will. | 
I it confeſs. How can'lt deny'r, 
When daily it is forc'd by might ? 
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NF 
Hence. # 
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Hence "tis ſo many are out-Jaw'd 
For Monies kept by might or fraud. 
- *Tis true. Then Wealth does want, ſaid ſhe, 
* Andto be kept muſt guarded be. 
Tgrant, Butnonethis guard would have 
Were'r not his Mony for to ſave. 
No doubt. The caſe is alter 'd then:: 
For whereas Wealth was poughe by men 
Sufficient all things to upbraid, 
It ſelf does want another's aid. 
Bur iS there any means that may 
This Want from Riches drive away ? 
Can Hunger, Wealth, or Thirſt endure ? 
Or Winter's Coldcan Riches cure? 
Yes, Wealth has power, you will ſay, 
Thirſt, Hunger, Cold to drive away. 
*Tis rue, thus Wealth may bring ſupply 
To Wart, but not make't not to be. 
It want with wealth mult be ſupply'd, 
And neyer will be ſatisfy'd , 
Tt Want do lwaies gape and crave, 
Wealth 1s tO Want a vety ſlave. 
A little Nature will ſuffice, 
But there's no bound to Covetiſe. 
Then if that wealth can't Want confound, 
Nay if that Fea!th makes Fant abound, 
What Devil is't poſſeſſes thee, 
To think wealth has ſufficiency ? 


 RauzsSS Sw cod fds 1 mw. oo 20A nd had, T7 I@@. fo oY kad 


Thoxgh 


LIFS.04 W Tau, 


þ-- "7% "me 


W Book it. of 2hileſephy 


T hough the Rich may 
With Gold abound, 
Tet no Wealth can 
Deſier bonnd. 

T boueh rich adorn'd 
With nations ſpoil, 
Hundred beeves horn'd_ 
Do tall bu foil, 

Tet Care will ſtill 
Oppreſs his mind : + 
So makes bus pull, 
Leaves all behind. 


But Dignity does this afford, 
Makes honourable and ador'd : 
And Magiſtrates no power want 
To root out Vice, and Vertue plant. 
But they do not Vice abrogate, 

But Vices more accumulate. 

Whence *tis that we do oft miſpriſe 
The wicked that to Greatneſs riſe. 
Catulius Nonius Scab did call, : 
wo plac'd i*th* chair Magiſterial. 
Doſt thou not ſee how Dignity 

| Does adde unto the infamy 
Of wicked men, which leſs would ſhow 
If Henours did not make it grow ? 
Thou didſt refuſe to be elare 

Unto the glorious Chair of ſtate, 
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$ If Decorate were with thee joyn'd, 
When thou didlt ſee his ſordid mind. 

For Honours we can't him reſpect 
Who of himſelf deſerves neglect. 

Bur if a man with Wiſdome we 

And Goodneſs do repleniſh'd ſee, 
We give him all the honours due 
 Toſacred Wiſdome and Vertue ; 
 Inwhom alone it is innate 

Her goodnefles to propagate. 

Which worldly Honours cannot doe, 

. For that no proper good they ow. 

Again,if that a gen'ral ſcorn _ 
Does make men ſordid and forlorn, 
Then Honours that don't britg Reſpect, 
Muſt bring Contempt and ſore negleR, 
If Honours make menevil fare, 
Bad men with: Honours even are, 
While they the Honours do defile. 
Bur further, liſten yet awtnle, 
And thou ſhalt ſec. this. painted place 
Can give ſmall comfort, no true grace. 
_ *Mong the Barbarians let be ſeen 
A man that oft has Conſul been, 


| They won't with reverence?bout him throng : 


But if to th* place it did belong, 
It would nocceaſethe ſame'to be 
 InanyNation or Countrey ; 

As Fire iS in all parts Fire. 


But for their Worth does riſe no higher 
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Then what Opinion does it give, 
It therefore can no longer live, 
When it does come for tobe ſeen 
8 'Mongſt them who Honours don't eſteem, 
5 Anddo they any berter fare 
5 Art home, whence they derived are? 
p The Prafe&ſhi p of old had power, 
| Now buta Name and burthen ſour. 

Who for the people did provide, 

Was much eſteem'd , now vilifyd ; 

For that ſome bad men were accus'd, 

That they that honour had abus'd. 

But as before I have made known, 

That Honour proper good has none, 

But from ay re takes repute, 

As men the ſame do execute : 

If Honours then don't give reſpect, 

If ev'ly us'd they cauſe negleR, 

If change of times do them deface, 

And it Opinion them diſgrace, 

If inthemſelves no beauty be, 

Whart pleaſure can they give co thee ? 


LOST 


Though Nero fell, 
Proud and cruell, 
his body did adorn 
With Tyrian fk, 
Stones white as milk , 
he was the people's ſcorn. 
F 


of the Conſolation 
T hough he aid grace 


Proud men with place 
the Senate to keep under, 
Tet for to gueſs, 
Heninurs conld bleſs 
by him beſtow'd, *s a wonder. 


Can Kingdoms then make men be great ? 
Oc can King's tavours men elate ? 

Why nor, if they would alwaies be ? 

Burt theſe to change we oft do ſee. 

Times paſt and preſent do ſhew clear 
To Miſery Kings ſubjeR are. 

Is not that Power then moſt vain 

W hich its own ſelf cannot ſuſtain ? 
Andif that Kingdoms make men bleſt, 
Of it the loſs does them deveſt. 

Nay, it in Rule they are confin'd, 

* Why, that brings rrouble to their mind. 
There 1s no univerſal Crown, 

The vaſte(t Kingdom has a bound : 
Where others power does it pin, 

There does anxiety begin, 


And makes them hapleſs , by which count 


Kings :// their good does far ſurmount. 
The which a Tyrant having try'd, 
Great Princes Ao he did deride, 
\. By pointing downa Sword !*th' aire, 

_ Huvgby a ſlender threacning hair. 
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Is not then Power a fine thing, 
That can't of fear remove the ſting ? 
Who would, bur can't, ſecurely reſt, 
How by their Power are they blcit ? 
And wouldſt not thou that Power upbraid 
Which would, but cannot, be obey'd ? 
Canſt thou him mighty think to be, 
Who if not guarded 1s not free , 
Who, though to him they reverence bear, 
Yet he of chem ſtands {till in tear ; 
Who with great Power to be grac'd, 
ch hands of Servants muſt be plac'd ? 
And can Kings favours any ſave, 
When Kingdoms ſo much weaknets have ? 
Theſe, oft diSfavour do throw down, 
And otr they periſh with the Crown. 
Think but how Sexeca once tell, 
Whom cruel Nero did compell 
To chuſe his death , yet he had bin 
Both Friend and Malter unto him. 
And did not Antoninus ſend 
His Souldiers for to make an end 
Ot Papimianus, whom betore 
He favour'd, Courtiers did adore ? 
Both theſe their Power would have quit 
And Semeca (if he'd thought fit) 
His wealth to Nexo had reſign'd, 
And privately himſelf confin'd. 
But Greatneſs did them both deſtroy, 
Nor a poor wiſh could they enjoy. 
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Is not then Power a fine thing, 
Which Fear to th' owner ſtill does bring , 
| Which is not ſafe to be enjoy'd, 

Nor laid alide can harms avoid ? 

What truſt infuch a Friend can be 

Who only ccacts Proſperity ? 
If Adverſe fortune comes, then he 

Of Friend ſoon proves an Enemy. 

W hat greater plague can Pluto ſend, 
Then the feign'd ſmiles ofa falſe Friend 7 


#ho would be Great muſt bis own Paſſions rule, 
uft not ſubmit himſelf to be 
By Luſts inthrall'd, that ſhould be free. 


Though he commands from Inde to fartheſt Thule, 


Yet if Care conquer him ana plaints, 
He ſubjeft 1s, and Power wants, 


How falſe and filthy too is Fame ! 

Which made the Trapick Bard exclaim, 

 O Glory, Glory, for thy hire 

Thow'rt curs'd by thoſe did thee deſire 

| For many men have gain'd a Name 

= vulgar, falſe-opinion'd Fame : 

Then which what can more baſe appear, 
When they muſt bluſh their praiſe to hear ? 
Bur though the people true Worth ſing, 
What to a Wiſe man does this bring, 
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Book IIT, of Philoſophy. \ 7T 
Who ſeeks not good by pop'lar fame, | 
T Buta ore Conſcience makes his aime ? 
# Thenita Name to propagate 
Men purchaſe would art ſo great rate , 
They ſure would think*t great injury - 
Should not chis Name extended be. 

But, as before have declar'd, 

From many Nations is debarr'd 

A private Fame :; nay more, what here 
Praiſe-worthy is, is ſlighted chere.. 

Bur I this windy pop#lar Fame 

Do not think worthy for to name, 
Which withoat judgment 1s up blown, 
And laſts not to be call*'d ones own. 
And now who is't that does not ſee 
How vain a thing's Nobility, 

Whoſe Glory, it we rightly weigh, 

Is not his own does it enjoy ? 
Nobility that is not new, 

IS praiſe that is to Parents due. .. | 3 
If Praiſe it be that Fame does give, 
They who are prais'd in Fame d0 f Ve, | 
Then ifthy own Worth thee don't praiſe, . . © - 
Another's Worth cannot thee raiſe. Ln. 
Which ſince *tis ſo, the good that is BY” 
In Nobleneſs is only this, | ke 
That he that's born of high eſtate, 
Is bound not to degenerate. 
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All humane kind living, 
From one beginnino ſpring, | 
One governs every thing, 
the Father high. 
He maae the Sun ſo bright, 
Tos th horned Moon gave light, 
Maar Earth ef Men the ſite, 
 ffet Starres ith" thy. 
In Man he, him to grace, 
A heavenly Soul wt place , 
So of a noble race 
all mortals are, 
From whence then & this cry, 
P me born of Parents high ? 
Each mani th Deity 
| has equal ſhare, 
Unleſs that be with vices baſe and foul 
Degraae his noble high-deſcended Soul. 


Of Luxury what ſhall I ſay, 
Whoſe appetite bears greateſt ſway ? 
Yet not without anxiety, 
And *s curs'din the ſatiety, 

What ſad diſeaſes does it bring ? 
What horrid pains do from it WE 
As *twere the fruits that it does bear ? 
Iskill not in theſe pleaſures rare. 

Fut all ſhall find, chem don't refrain, 
That Pleaſure's end is certain pain. 
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And if that theſe can make men bleſt, 
I ſee no cauſe exclude the Bealt. 

Who wholly docs himſelt apply 
Theſe Pleaſures for to ſatisfy. 

But of all Pleaſures of this Life, 
The beſt is Children with a Wite. 
Yet feelingly one did repear, 

My Children are my torments gre. 
There's no Condition this can tree, 
Thou long halt try'd it true to be. 
That ſaying of Emnripsaes 
I do acknowledge me does pleaſe, 
Who did proclaim Steri/ity 

A happy Infelicity, 


All Pleaſure has this great malignity, 
To wound and to torment who have 1; bad, 
{the to the Bee, 


Who having loſt her Hony does grow mad, 


Ana ff ings and \ wells the robbers,though ſhe ay. — 


Then ſuerly there is no doubt 
But who goes this way, does goe out 

. Ot's way to Bleſſedneſs, nor can 
Theſe Goods him render Happy man. 
Nay, theſe are J/s, Ile briefly ſhow. 
Doſt thou endeavour Rich to grow ? 
Thou from another it muſt gain. 
Wouldft thou ro Dignities attain ? 
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Thou muſt beſeech- the giver's grace, uu 
And to excell, thy ſelf debaſe. up 
Doſt thou deſire Powrr to have ? Bu 
Thou mak'| thy ſelf to plots a ſlave. W 
If thou great Glory do procure, ; d 

Envy thee renders unſecure. + j | 
Wouldſt thou a life of Pleaſure lead ? F | 
Who would not Luxury down tread, 
And think it baſe to have his Mind 
To1o baſe ſervice be confin'd ? 

And who the bodie's Beauty prize, 
How build they on uncertainnes ? 
Can they the bulk o'th* Elephant, 

| Bul's{trength, or Tiger's ſwiftneſs vaunt ? 

| See Heaven's firmneſs, ſpace, and fire, 

Then leave theſe low things to admire. 

Nor yet are theſe worth thy leaſt thought 

With him compared that them wrought. 

Then Beauty is but a frail thing, 

More tading then the Flower1'th* Spring. 

Of which learn'd Ariſtotle cries, 

If one could ſee With Lynceus eyes, 

And with thoſe eyes could penetrate 

T hr intrails naſty ſordid fate, 

T he fair-fram'd Alcibiades 

Would the beh:lder nothing pleaſe. 

T%ou canſt nor then thy Nature prize, - 

3Ur the inffrm beholders eyes. 

1. of thy Body be as proud 
cu canſt wifh, ſo't be allow'd 


That 
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That three daies Fever can deſtroy 

@ The thing in which you ſo much joy. 
E From which we briefly may collect, 
E Theſe Goods which promiſe ſuch reſpec, 
} Nor can their promiſe keep, nor ſhow 
That they do any goodneſs ow ; 
| So that they men nor bring to reſt, 
Nor are at all, men by them bleſt 


O how dves Innorance 4 
Erroneous waits advance ! 

Tou (eek not Trees for Gold, 
Nor Vines for Cryſtalls cold - 
You do not climb a Hill 

Fiſhes with nets to kill, 

Nor 9040 th Ocean clear, 

To hunt the Fallow-ater. 

You careful are to know 

T he times of cbbe and flow ,_ 
And in what coaſts are bred 
White Pearls, where Corrall red ;, 
What part o'th' Sea the Fin, 
IWhat Shel-fiſh does ly In. 

|| But what you woſt ſhould mind, 
Chief Good, in that yare blind : 
And ſeth for that below, 

Which *bove the Starrs does grow. 
They re curſt not to be wiſe, 

Who Wealth and Honour prize ; 
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Which when with pain they've got, 
Then Goods they know they're not. 


The forms of falſe Felicity 
As yet I ve only ſhew'd to thee , 
Which if that chou do clearly know, 
I will re Bliſs now to thee ſhow. 
I ſee, taid I, that no Wealth can 
 Suffictent be tor any man, 
No Kingdoms, howſoever great, 
Can give a Power that's compleat ; 
No Digniries, tull Reverence ; 
Nor Glory, wiſh'd tor Eminence : 
No Pleaſures can give PT Bliſs. 
Know {t thou the cauſes of all this ? 
Methinks I ſee a glimmerins : 
Bur you a clearer light may bring. 
The reaſon's plain ; for that 'tis rry*d 
That hamane Error does divide 
What's ſimple, perfeR, and whar's true, 
Andit to Falſhood gives as due. 
Dolt thou think what's in nothing ſcant, 
That the ſawe thing can power want ? 
Why no, ſaid I, Thou rhink'ſt then right : 
For if 1n oughtat want full might, 
In that 'tis of neceſſity 
It mult by others ſuccour'd be. 
That's true. :Then the condition 
Ot Power and Enoxgh's all one. 

SO'L 
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So't ſeems, What think'ſ thou then? is'*r it 
To light this, or tro honour it? 

Why, it ro honour, there's no doubt, 

Since beſt of things it brings abour. 

Why then, unto S»fficiency 

And Power let's adde Dignity, 

And then theſe three bur one appear. 

We muſt it adde, if truth we'le hear. 

And now, ſaid ſhe, think'ſt thou that this 
Obſcure and baſe, or famous 1s ? 

Conſider roo ({ince youdo grant 

That is moſt g/ori0# nought does want,) 
Whether this Glory do want Fame, 

Which to it ſelf it cannot frame, 

And fo does ſeem to come below. 

1 muſt needs prant it Famous to0. 

Why then, in this we mult agree, 

Fame differs not from th'other three. 

We muſt. Then that which nought does want, 
That which in Power is not ſcant, 

That which has Fame and Glory high,-  _. 
That iS moſt pleaſant certainly. 

Lut ſee, ſaid], 1 no way can, 

How Grief ſhould ſeiſe on ſuch a man. 

No , by what's ſaid, we muſt conteſs 

Thar man does perfe&t jo 7 poſſeſs. 

And this too's of neceſſity. 

Power, Fame, Reſpeft, Sufficiency. 

And Pleaſure, have a fev'ral name, 

But all in ſubſtance are the ſame. 
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*Tis true, *tis of neceſhty. 

Then this you'l grant, man's pravity 

Divideth what is ſimple, pure : 

Which while he ſtrives tor to procure 
By part, the which no parts contains, 

Nor whole nor part tohim remains. f 

How's this ? fad] | Who yrealth would have 

Flies Want, but Power does not crave , | 
© Had rather live obſcure and vile, 

From all delights himſelf exile, 

Then part with what he cannot hold, 

His dear-beloved darling, Gold. 

But by theſe means, moſt certainly, 

No man can have Saffictency , 
Whom Power leaves, or Cares moleſt, 
Or Baſeneſs hides, can have no reſt. 
Again, who would to Power riſe, 
Waſts Wealth, and Glory does deſpiſe ; 
And without Power, 'Honour too 

Nor Pleaſures can at all him woe. 

And yet when be hasall his will, 

There's many things he wanteth till, 
Sometimes he Neceſlaries wants, 
Sometimes 1s vext with Cares andPlaints ; 
Of which ſince he can't rid his mind, 

He wants that Power he deſign'd. * 
Withthe ſame reaſon we may meaſure 
All Honour, Claritnde, and Pleaſure. 
For ſince that ev'ry one's the ſame 
With all the reſt, he is to blame 
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Does unto any one aſpire, 

Loſing nk his own deſire. 
Whar then ? pid I. If one addreſs 
Himſelf ro all, can they him bleſs ? 
No, we have ſhew'd they cannot doe'r, 
Since they their promiſe can't make good. 
Nor can they B/:/s bring to effeR, 
Since each has ſingly his reſpect. 

I do confeſs that nothing can 

Then this be truer taught ro man. 
The cauſes then and form, ſaid ſhe, 
Thou ſee'ſt of falſe Felicity. 

Now bend thy mind bur contrary, 
And thou tre Bliſs ſhalt ſoon eſpy. 
When thou the cauſes of falſe Bl/s 
Didſt open, thou did{t then clear his. 
For if I rightly conſtrue thee, 
That's perfe&, true Felicity, 
Which does ſufficient render, and 
Gives Pleaſure, Fame, Reſpett, C ommand. 
Further to make it plain to gt, 
That I do underſtand thee right ; 
I do acknowledge that which ſhall 
Doe truely one, performs them all : | 
And then no doubt but rhis mult be 
T rac, perfett, full Felicity. 


© happy thou that doſt think fo, 


If one thing more thou'lt adde thereto ! 
Whar's thar - ſaid ]. Doſt think there 1S 
In mortal things this perfeft B11/s? 


__ $ 
*y - | 47 
* VN. 
- 


Yo of the Conſolation 


Why no, ſaidI, for thou haſt made 
1r out ſo plain more-can't be ſaid. 
Why then theſe things but repreſent 
The image of tr»e Good, but can't 
- Conferre this a Good on men. 
E- Ido _—_ I anſwer'd then. | 
- Sincethat thou then haſt ſo much gain'd, 
To know true Good from what 1s feign'd, 
Of all remains this is the ſumme, | 
To know frown whence this Good does come. 
Why, that from thee I do expect. 
On Plato thenI muſt refle&, 
* . Whotaught, for things that leaſt do weigh 
 Weought the Heavenly Aide to pray. 
 Whatthen doſt think is fit rodoe 
The ſovereign Good to come unto ? 
 Wemuſtour praiers to him addreſs, 
Who does all good beginnings bleſs, 
Thou rightly haſt advis'd, ſaid ſhe 
Then ſung this Song melodiouſly. 
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O thou that doſt with Reaſon high 
all things in order guac, 
T hou whoſe bright T hrone's above the 5ky, 
| Tet govern'ſt all the world beſide ; 


T how from all time mak'ſt Time to flow, 
Tet thou doſt ſtill remain ;, 


A T hou giv ſt to all things here below 
Alternate conrſes, joy and pain. 
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No cauſe external thee did'move 
this mighty work, fo frame : 

Only from thy internal Love, 

From envy free, ut freely came. 


T h'examples of all things that ar: 
thou from above aiaſt bring * 
For tbou that art the faireſt Fair, _ 
To thy fair Mind form' dſt ev*ry thing» 
Commanding perfe& All to be, | 
Perfett to be each Part ; 
Making the Elements to agree 
Which Natare aoes ſo widely part. 
T hou joyw ſt the Moiſture with the Flame; 
the Water with the Earth ; 
Leſt that the Fier all ſhould tame, 
And Earth ſhould not bring forth its birth. 
T bon in fit ſtations order'd haſt 
the Soul that all does mave 
And ſo adaptly baſt it plac'd, 
Its threefold nature juyns in love, 
Which Soul two ſeveral Orbs dees ſway, 
them rouls with motion round, 
Winding about to its firſt way, 
Circles the Mind *bove all profound. 
By th' ſame command this Soul it drives 
Celeſtial motions all, 


Gives being to the leſſer lwves, 


And foſters all things onto Ball: 


— 
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*Bove all thou doſt in chariots high j 
our Souls cauſe for to riaet ,, 


Making (ome fit to pierce the ky, 
. Whiles others things terreſtiall guar. 


T he which, when they have run their round, 
by thy command benign, 

With thy eternal fier crown'd 

T hey back to thee return agin. 


 Bleſt Father, to thy glorious Throne 
let my dull mind aſcend : 
T hou that the fountain art alone 


Of Good, grant 1 behold the end. 


And when that I have found this Light, 
grant that on thee 1 ma 

My mind faſt fix with cleared fight, 

Caſting all earthly things away. 

Surround me with thy 7 pas Rates : 
for reſt I thee attend, 

For which all pious men thee praiſe, 

Who art Beginning, Way, and End. 
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Now that the forms are underſtood 
Of perfett, and imperfett Good, 

I think it reaſon for to ſhow 

In what this mes Good does grow. 
In which we firſt ought ro enquire, 
Whether that Nature can acquire 
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Such Good as 1s before detin'd : 
Leſt, contrary to what's deſign'd, 
We be deceived with a ſhow 

Of Truth and Knowledge, nothung lo. 
But that there is, none can deny, 

A tountain of Felicity. 

For whatſoe're imperfedt is, 

'Tis but what does Perfettion miſs 
Whence follows, if in any kind 
Something imperfet# we do find, 

In 1t then of neceſlicy - 
Something thar's perfe&t there mult be, 
For where Perfettion there 1s none, 
There can be no Imperfettios. 

Nor trom a lame smperfett thing 
Does Nature her beginning bring , 
But from what perfe# is in all 

She docs into wig fall. 

Which if *t be fo, as ve made plain, 
That there's imperfe&, brittle, vain 
Felicity of Good, then who | 
Can doubt bur there is perfect too ? 
Moſt rightly thou conclud'ſt, *us fo, 


But where it dwells, ſaid ſhe, thus know. 


The common thought of humane kind 


Does prove that the moſt heavenly Mind, 


Which over all things does preſide, 
[s good ,, nor .canit be dent'd : 

For then God better who can gueſs, 
Then whom there better nothing is ? 
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So Reaſon, that does evidence 
That Ged iS good, makes plain to ſenſe 
That he 1s perfe& , for elſe he 
Could not of all things ruler be. 
 Somethins there 1s would him excell, 

In whom tre perfett Good does dwell : 
Which muſt more ancient be alſo ; 

For perfe#t things we all do know 

Before imperfett were : ſo then 

Is infinitum we muſt run, 

Unleſs that we do God confeſs 

To be repleniſh'd with Goodneſs. 

Bur we before concluded this, 

What's per feft Geod, that 1S true Bliſs : 
Therefore *tis of neceſlit 

T rae Bliſs in the high God ſhould be. 
This is ſo ſtrong a truth, ſaid I, 

None can ks it certainly, 

But mark, I pray thee, then ſaid ſhe, 
How thou approv'lt inviolably 

That the high God we did proteſs 

To be repleniſh'd with Goodneſs. 

How's that? ſaid I. Thou doſt not ſure 
Preſume that this ſame Farther pure 

Did ſo receive this chief Goodneſs, 

With the which he repleniſh'd is, 

Thar it from any other came : 

Nor doſt thou think bur *cis the ſame 

To be God, who hath this Goodyeſs, 

And the thing. had, rrwe Bleſſedneſs, 
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For if that God did it receive, 
He's better ſure that did it give, 
But we do worthily confeſs 
God all things does excell, all bleſs. 
But ſince of God we now do treat, 

If Goodneſs have in him a ſeat 

By nature from a diverſe caule, 

if he obeys another's laws, 

Lethim who can bring forth to light, 

Who did theſe diverſe things unite. 

Laſtly, whatever thing is divers 

Cannor be that from which it differs. 

Wherefore what from the chiefeſt Gooa 

To differ may be underſtood, 

In its own nature's not the ſame ; 

Which wicked were of God co name, 

Then whom there nothing better 1s 

For nought can better be rhen his 
Beginning ; which if underſtood, 

\ Then God to be the chiefeſt Good 

(Who is the firlt ſubſtantially) — 

We may conclude moſt certainly. 

'Tis true, ſaid I, But 1 did preſs 

That chiefeſt Good was Happineſs. 

You did Then God we mult confeſs 

Is th* only real ares 

By thy fl precepts 1 did gain, 

But theſe have made them far more plain. 

Thus then more firm Ile make*r appear : 


Two ſoveraign Goods that diffrent are 
G3 Cannor 


a6-uno we! Ee SOR 


86 dof the Conſolation Book Ill. F 1 
Cannot fubſiſt, for that *as plain 
Thar ?wo Goods cannot be the ſame , . 

£o we mult neither perfect grant, 
While one Good docs the other want. 
And what not rraly perfett is, 

That cannot be the chref Goodneſs. 
Wheretore the chiefeft Good, we ſee, 
Not poſſibly can diverſe be. 

Burt we the chiefeft Good averre 

God and Beatitude both are : 

Then that the higheft Bliſs muſt he 
- Thatis the high'ft Divinity. 
Norhing 1s in 1t ſelf more true, 
Nothing more firmly can accrew 

To Reaſon, nothing ſaid can be 

| More worthy God's high Majeſty. 
Farther, as Geometricians ule | 
All kind of knowledpe to retuſe 

But what rcheir Propoſitions 

Inferre by Demonſtrations, 

Sol will this ſame give to thee 

AS it were a Corollary. 

As men by gaining Bleſſeaneſs, 

Do gain thereby what does them bleſs, 
And Bliſs ts high Divinity ; 

T ben who gets this does get to be, 

As it 1« plain and manifeſt, 

T hereby moſt happy and moſt bleſt, 
As men by juſtice Tuſt art ſaid, 

By Wiſdome men are Wiſe men made : 
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So likewiſe of neceſſity 

Hen Goas are by Divimty. 

Then who does gain this Bleſſedneſs, 
He then a God Can be no leſs. 

T, but there can but one God be. 
That's true in nature verily ; 

But yet there may be more then one 

By God's participation. 

Call you this a Corollary ? 

A precious one it 15, ſaid I. 

But there is one more precious yet, 

Which Reaſon does perſwade to knit. 

What's that? ſaid I. Since it ſeems plain 
That Bliſs does many things contain, 
Whether all theſe & conjugate 

In Parts to make this Bleſſed ſtare , 

Or one Part of them does compleat, 

For all the reſt, this Bliſs fo great. 

I would, ſaid 1, that thon wouldſt clear 
Theſe things more in particular. - . ... _.. 
Why, we averre that Bleſſedneſs, 

Said ſhe, is the chiefeft Goodneſs. 

"Tis rrue, ſaid T. The ſame thou may*lt, 

Said ſhe, adde unto all the reſt, 

For it is chief Sufficiency, 

Chief Power, and chief Dignity, 

Chief Honour, and chief Pleaſure too. 

And what have all theſe Goods to doe, 
This Power , and Sufficiency, 


Andall the reſt of that degree ? 
G 4 Are 
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' Are they but parts of Bleſſedneſ' ? 
t Jr Go they Good 1ntire compriſe ? 

I ſee what *cis you go about ; 
' Bur how, ſaid T, will you make'r out ? 
| Why thus If all theſe members be 

- . Of ever-bleſs'd Felicity, 

' Theneach from other far eſcarts : 

For this the nature 1s of Parts, 

' Of many, one entire to frame, 
| Bytthe eareall one and the ſame. 
| Fortheſe indeed no members be : 
{ Forif, then this Felicity 
| Would of one member be conjoyn'd , 
| Which cannotbe. That's true, | find : 
But what remains I do defire. 
*Iis plain that all things do aſpire 
To Goed: therefore Safficien 
Is ſought, *cauſe Good therein "A ly ; 
And Power,, deem'd Good to procure. 
The ſame of Honour , Fame, Pleaſure, 
The ſumme and cauſe of all deſire 
Is this then, Goed for to acquire. 
For what nor Goed, nor Good1S like, 
That has a general diſlike. 
vo contrary, what are not ſo 

nature, ifthey make a ſhow, 
17 as true Goecas deſired are. 

$0 thar the Summe, the Scope, the Care 
Of whatſoe're defired | is, 

N uſt be believ'd to be G vedneſ; 
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Book IIT. of Philoſophy. 
For for what cauſea thing is ſoughr, 
That end to compaſs mnſt be thought. 
Asif a man for Health do ride, 
Thoyph pleas'd his prauncing Horſe to guide, 
Yer more th* effeR, his health, does,take. 
So all things ſought for Goodneſs ſake 
Arenot themſelves ſo much defr'd, 

AS Goodpeſs ſelf, to be acquir'd, 

Bur we already did profes 

1hat ſame for to be Bleſſedneſs 

For which all other things are ſought : 
That therefore they are tought, we taught. 
By which it plainly does appear, 
Gceaneſs and Bliſs the ſame things are. 

I ſee no reaſon but 'ris ſo, 

But we did alſo plainly ſhow 

That God and Bliſs 1s the ſame thing. 

You did, ſaid 1. Thence then does ſpring, 
Thar God's whole ſubſtance placed is 
In Goodneſs ſelf, that's perfett Bliſs. 


Come bithey all Jou that are ta'ne 
In Liſt*s deceitfull wicked chain, 
Whoſe minds mind nouvht but for to gain 
things terreſt riall.* 

Here from your labours you ma) reſt, 
Here zz a port with quiet bleſt, 
Here us the refuge that ts beſt 

for wretches all. 


The 


With ſtrongeſt Reaſon I agree, 

All things, f 

But how much more wouldſt it eſteem 
If Goodneſs ſelf, ſaid ſhe, were ſeen? 
Why infinitely, ſaid I then, 

Becauſe by it I God ſhould ken, 

+ Who Goodneſs is. Why this, ſaid ſhe, 

By reaſons true 1'le ſhew to thee ; 
Let bur thoſe things remain which I 
Already prov'd have certainly. I 
W They ſhall,ſaid 1. I've ſhew'd, ſaid ſhe, 
j Thoſe things which by moſt ſought for be 


! 
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T he Gold that Tagus does afford, 
Nor what rich Hermus bayks has flor'd, 
Nor Gemms of which the Indian's lord, 

the Mind can clear ; 
But rather it cbnubilate : | 
For that which here gives beſt eſtate, 
And does mens minds moſt elevate, 

from earth they tear, 

In mines cannot be found that light 
Which does adorn the Heavens Moos 
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Ana Which aves pierce with ſo mach might 


the ſouls impure. 
Which Light to whom it ſhall appear, 
Will his dark ſoul ſo fully clear, 
T hat thexceforth he may juſtly ſwear 


the Sun's obſcure. 


aid I, compoſed be. 


Nor 


_ 
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Book IIT. of Philoſophy. 
Nor trae Goods, nor yet perfett are, 
Becauſe amongſt themſelves they jarre ; 
For if one from another [werve, 
They cannot perteR Good preſerve, 

Which only then is true and right, 

When in one form they do unite. 

For that which 1s Sufficiency, 

The ſame is Power, Dignity, 

Fame, and Pleaſure. 1f - Þ that theſe. 
Ben'c all the ſame , they've nought that pleaſe, 
Then this a truth all muſt contels, 
What's diſcrepant is not Goodne ſs. 

And if by being xe they do. 

Goodneſs become, then it 15 ſo 

That therefore they come good to be 
By the obtaining Virco. 

So't ſeems, ſaid I. Then all thar's ood, 
To be good by thee's underſtood 

By Gooa's participation. 

So tis, ſaid]. Thento be oye, 

And to be good, you do declare | 

"To bethe ſame ; for thoſe f rae are 
Of the ſame ſubſtance whoſe effects 

By nature have the ſame reſpects. 

I can't deny't. Know'ſt thou, ſaid ſhe, 
That all chat ss, fo lons will be 
AS 1t 1S one, but periſhes 
When Unity inir does ceaſe ? 
As how ? ſaidl, Why thus, ſaid ſhe; 
ln Living creatures we it fee, 
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It does a living thing remain 

While Soul and Body are the ſame. 1 
Bur if that theſe aſunder fall, 
No longer wedo ſo them call. 
The Body roo, while we it find 

With all the parts in one conjoyn'd, 

The humane ſpecies ſeems to be : 


Bur it divided, Vnit y 


Being diſtraught, iris no more 
The thing that it appear'd before. 
And fo all other things we ſee 
Areloſt by loſing Unity. 


In all chings I can think upon, 


This 1s no ſuppoſition, 
Why, is there any thing, ſaid ſhe, 
That does deftre naturally 


- Toleavero be, and for to come 


To nothins, or deſtruQion ? 

In Living creatures, 'then ſaid I, 

Who have nature's aQtivity 

To will and nill, 1 do not find 

(Unleſs ſome outward force them bind 
For to obey) any *ntention 

Ot free and willing deſtruction. 

All living things their health defend, 
Shunning to come unto their end. 

Bur what of things call'd vegera) 

To think, I do not skill at all. 

But this too thou may'ſt alſo know, - 
When Herbs and Trees thou inſt to grow 


In 


Book III, _. of Philoſophy. 
In Places for their nature fic, 
Whereinif they be firmly ſer, 
Their nature will not let them dry, 

Nor bur by courſe of Nature dy. 

In Plains, on Hills, in Fens ſome ſpring , 
Others hard Rocks, ſome Sands forth brings : 
Tranſplant but theſe, and preſently 

They wither do away ; and dy, 

For Nature every thing does give 

What's fir, and willingneſs to hve. 

And do nor all theſe . gs ger birth 

By chraſting down their heads 1'ch* Earth ? 
The which does nouriſhment infuſe 

To th' Roor, and that does ſtrength diffule 
To th' Stock : what part moſt tender 1s, 
Within, like marrow, placed 1s : 

The Wood, like bone, this does ſecure, 
Then Bark to make it to endure. 

Again mark Nature's carefull heed, 

Who multiplies all things by Seed , 

By which ſhe ſeems for ro endeavour _. _.. 
To make them for to live for ever. 
And things that are Inanimare 

Seem to delire that ſame {tare 

Which moſt does tend to their welfare. 
Hence Levity does Flame up rear, 

By Weight the Earth is downward preſt, 
For that theſe motions ſute them belt. 
What does with every thing agree, 
That it conſerves moſt pertetly. 


And 


94 of the Conſolation 
And things by oppoſition 
Are brought unto deſtruction. 
Again, what's Hard, as Stones, Gefend 
Strongly their parts, reſiſt their end. 

What Liquid is, as Aire and Water, i 
As ſoon unite as they do ſcatter. = 
Fier does all diviſion fly. 

Nor do we now at all deſcry 

The motions of the knowing Soul, 

But the intentions natural. 

Such are, how we our meat digeſt, 

Yetnot thereon do think the leait, 

Not knowing it, we breath in lleep. | 
So does the creature a force keep 

Of preſervation, not by th' will 

O'*ch* Soul, bur Nature's principle. 

For Death, which Nature does abhorre, 

Ts by the Will oft pleaded for. 
"The Generative a& again, 

By which only all things remain, 

Sometimes 15 bridled by the Will, 

Though Nature do defire it ſtill. 

Wherefore this ſelf-affe&tion grows, 

Not from the Will, bur Nature's laws. 

For Providence did give to all 

Things that ſhe made a natural 

Deſier to remain, and this 

The chief cauſe of remaining is. 

Wherefore there is no reaſon thou 


Should'{ doubt that every thing ſhould bow, 
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By nature, up its ſelf ro bear, 
And all corruption do deterre. 

I now confeſs I clearly ſce 

What ſeem'd betore incertainty. 
Moreover that which does deſire 
To be, ſaid ſhe, that does aſpire 
To be but one, which away ta'ne, 
Being it ſelf will not remain. 


Thar's crue, ſid I. All things, ſaid ſhe, 


1hen do defier Vnity. 

This 1 did grant. Burl ſaid this, 
One1s the ſame that Goodneſs 15. 

You did. Then all things Goed delign, 
Which thus we truly may detine ; 
Good us the thing all things atſtire. 
Nothing, ſaid 1,can be ought higher. 
For either nothing does preſide ; 

Or if that any thing belide 

This Uzity, all things would run 
Headlong into Confuſion. 

And if that any thing there be 

Which to arrive at all agree; | 
That ching muſt needs be underſtood 
To be the chief of al! rhat's good, 

O how 1 do rejoyce, ſaid ſhe, 

That thou this point of verity 

Doſt apprehend ? by this thou haſt 
Diſcover'd what before thou ſaid'(} 


Thou did{t not know. What's that? my friend. 


What is ofall things the rrae End. 


CTR rem 
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SF For that's the thing all things delire. 

F And fince then Good there's nothing higher, 

> We muſt ingenuouſly confeſs, 

The Endof all things is Goodneſs. 


Whoever with a knowiug mind 
Will ſeek the perfett Truth to find, 
And will not be decerv'd, nor tread 
T be paths that into Erronr lead, 
Let him look 1pon 
Hes own aiſcretioy, 
And bind his Notions ina round, 
Let him teach his jy/ill, 
But only this kill, 


With its own treaſures to abound. 


Ana then what latily hid did ly 
In clouds of Errour, will thereby 
Break into ſplendor far more bright 
Th:-nPhoebus in's moſt glorious light. 
T he thick Bedy's ſhade 
As yet bas not made 
A full Eclipſe upon the Aind : 
If Learning do plow, 
Seeds of Truth will grow, 
While inwardly they comfort find. 
If Any one ſhould queſtion thee, 
!  Comlaft thou an anſwer make him free * 
| Was ever any one yet found 


With Reaſons light did ſo abound, 


Unleſs 


F Book 1IT. of Philoſophy: 
Unleſs God in love 
Him _ from *bove, 
And fave him a Prophetick, ſtrain ? 
Gove Plato his due, 
Who ſaies "tus full true, 
What's learn'd we can recall agarn. 


With Plato greatly I comply, 

For thou into my memory 

Now twice haſt thoſe inſtruRions brought 
Which I'de not known hadſt thou nor caught: 
Once Sickneſs from me did them hide, 
Nor with my grief would they abide. 

Look back on.whart is ſaid, ſaid ſhe, 

And then into thy memory 

Will be recalled with much eaſe 

What nor to know thou didft confels, 
What's that? ſaid]. How and which way 
| Coddoes this worldly fabrick ſway. 

I do remember then, ſaid I, 

This ſame to know I did deny. 

What thou in this wilt ſay, although 

_ Faroff I ſee, yet it to know 

More plainly, 1 deſire from thee 

| To hear expreſt, Thou ſhalt, faid ſhe. 

Bur lately thou didſt grant to me, 

God the world's Governour to be, 

I did, and doit now aſſever, 


Nor do itdoubt, nor will do ever : 
H 


And 
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And I will briefly tell thee why 

My Reaſon does with this. comply. 

The World that's fram'd of many a part 
Could not have been reduc'd by art 
Into one form, unleſs that One 

Alone had made the Conjunction. 


Hanis, though they conjoyned are, 


Their natures diſapree ſo far, | 
They would this Concord break again, 
Unleſs that One did them contain. 
Nor could Dame Nature certainly, 
Keep on her courſe ſo orderly, 

Nor keep her motions ſo dire& 

In time, and place, and in effec, 
Unleſs a pertet Uniry, 

Diſpos'd of this variety. 

And this ſame Oxe, whate*re it be, 
Which all chings made, does all agree, 
I by the name of God do call. 

A name that uſed 1s by all. |, 

Since thou of theſe things thus doſt think, 
Thou art, ſaid ſhe, even at the brank 
Of perfett trne Felicity, 

And may*(t again thy Countrey ſee. 


- Put our propoſals let's review. 


Did we not grant Bl;/s did enſue 


—5p=x/þ and did confeſs 


That God is that ſame Bleſſedneſs ? 
'Tis true we did. Why then, ſaid ſhe, 
The World to govern wanteth he 


Book III, }. 


External 


Book II]. of philefophy. 
External help? if fo, then he 
Has not a full S»fficiency. 
That cannor, faid }, be deny'd. 
Then he alone does all things guide. 
That muſt by all be underſtood. 

But God 1 ſhew'd to be chief Goed. 
I do remember that belide. 
Then he as Good does all things guide; 
As well as by himſelf, and thus 
Of rule the very Rudder 1s 
Which does this worldly Veſſel guide, 
And ſafely makes all things abide. 
[ prant, and 1 before did fee, 
Though dimly, this ſound verity. 
[ do believ't. Bur now I find 
Thou doſt more ſtritly bend thy mind 
 Thetruth co ſee : bur Vle declare 
What ſhall more plainly make*c appear. 
What's that ? ſaid I. Since we confels 
God does rule all things with Goodneſs, 
And thar all things to geod incline 
* By nature, and not by defign, 
Who doubt can but they govern'd be 
Not forc*d, but volmntarily, 
And that each thing moſt freely does 
To's ruler's will its felf diſpoſe ? 
This to be true I do eſteem , 
Nor would the guidance happy feem, 
If that it ſhonld @ yoke impoſe, 
Not leave a freedom-ro _ 

2 


Then 
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Then what does Nature's law obey 


Goes not from God a devious way. 
Why, no. And it it ſhould, ſaid ſhe, 
What profit could it reap thereby, 
Since we moſt powertull him grant, 
*Cauſe he alone does nothing want ? : 
Why, none. Then there's nothing which would | 


Orcan rebilt this chiefeſt Good. 


Nothing, | think. Why then, ſaid ſhe, 
That the chief Good we mult agree, 
Which firmly all things govern aves, 

And ſweetly does the ſame diſpoſe. 


| How theſereſults nor only do 


The height of Reaſon to me ſhow ? 
3ut thy words placed are ſo right, 
They give to me a high delight. 
Hencetorth then imprudence and tolly 
Will never vye with things ſo holy. 
Haſt thou not heard, ſaid ſhe, the talc 
How Giants Heaven did aſſail ? 

But them this power did confound, 
And worthily them threw to ground. 
But wilt thou that I farther yer 

Thy intelle& with reaſons whet ? 

By this colliſion there's no doubt 


There will ſome ſparks of Truth fly our." 


Doe as you pleaſe, There's none, ſaid ſhe, 
Doubts God Omnipotent to be, 

None well in's wits. The word is ſo, 
Omiipotent can all things doe. 


Book IT. 
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Why no, faid I. Then follow will 
Thar 14 1s nothing, ſince that who 
Can all things, cannot Evil doe. 
Doſt me delude, me thus to bring 
Into a Lab'rinth with reaſoning? 
Thou me alwaies doſt pur in doubt 
While thou thy ſelf go'it in and out 
At pleaſure : or doſt complicate 
A winding circular eltate 

Of the ſimplicity Divine ? 


For but ev'n now thou did{t detine, 


Beatitude chief Good to be, 

And that plac'd in the Deity ; 
That God himſelf 1s this Goodneſs, 
As alſo perfett Bleſſedneſs. 


Hence follow'd, None can happy be 


That is not one o'th' Deity. 


Thou ſaid'|t the form of this Goodneſs 


The very ſubſtance of God is. 


This Goed to be bur oxe you taught, 


For that by all things it 1s fought. 
You farther alſo did decide, 


That Ged by good this World does guide : 
And that all things do with their will 


Obey , that Nature has no ill. 


To prove all this thou did({t not bring 
Reaſons which do at diſtance ſpring, 


But ſuch as nigh and proper are, 
One ſ{ti]l confirming the other. 
H 3 
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Why then I do not mock, ſaid ſhe , 
For by God's help that's prov'd, you ſce, 
For which we did agree before. 
The heavenly aid for to implore. 
Such is the form of this Divine 
Subſtance, that it does not decline 
To outward things, nor does at al! 
Accept things that are externall, 
Of which Parmenides does ſay, 
A round 1s equall ev'ry way. 
Andif chat] ave _ ne far 
' For reaſons to prove- this matter, 
But only have made uſe of thoſe 
Which firly from it ſelf aroſe , 
Thou haſt; no reaſon me to blame, 
Since Plato taught the very ſame : 
Speech that to matter is apply d 
Toth matter ought to be ally'a. 
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Thrice happy is the man that cas: 
gooaneſ's clearly once behold, 
T brice happ) Surely 1s the man 
whom earth's ties do not hold. 
Orphens he 
Full monrnfully 
|} . bs dear-belov'd Wiwe's death did "plain > 
| While he did play 
| Woods ran away, 
and Rivers fixed aid remain. : 
T ht 
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T he Hinae without all fear aid Iy 
cloſe nnto the Lion's ſide, 
Nor was the Hare ſcar d with the cry, 
nor when ſhe the Dogs eſþy 4a. 
Tet inwaraly, 
T he fire aid fry, 
and he who all things le could tame, 
Could not Peaſe 
T hes fierce diſeaſe, 
nor quench this all-devoxring flame. 


Full highly then he did complain, 
the Gods without mercy were, 
And bis dear Wife for to regain, 
unto Hell be did repair. 
With meaſur'd feet 
Anda muſeck (weet 
he aid the hel- hounds all OW; 
His mother ſhe, 
A Goddeſs frees 
did teach him how he them ſhould charm. 


He aid his grief before them lay, 
his I;fſt Love aid ſadly mourn, 
And Pluto's ſelf did humbly pray 
her to bim for to return, 

With his ſweet Song 
The Fiends among 

he Cerberus did chiefly move, 
Who him let in ;, 
Then all begin 

for to bl ollicite for his Love. 
| H 4 
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Now Ixtion mot trwrns the Wheel, 
Tintalus bs Thirſt forgets, 
Nor Titius aves the Vulture feel, 
muſich all their torments lets. 
The ſhady King, 
When he aid ſins, 
conld not deny to grant bu boon, 
Give him, [aid he, 
Euridice, 
with Muſick, ws be has 0 recome. 


But left that he too high ſhould (well, 
with this law I will him ty, 
Tf he look back on her in hell, 
he ſhall lofe ber inſtantly, 
But who with law 
Can Lovers aWw? 
Leve « a thing that has no bound. 
He by twilight 
Of her had fight, 
loft her, and did himſelf confound. 


T bis Fable dees all them concern 
who to wertue do arrive, 
 Andthen forget what they aid learn, 
back again to darkneſs drive. 
Who avoes know Bliſs, 
Tet will with this 


vain world give trouble to bis mind ; 


All he did gain 
With ſo much pain, 


by locking back,, he loft will find. 


THE 
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| Pneymcy with a ſweet yoice _ 
Did ling this ſong, and kept a choice 
Decorum both in word and look, 


WhenlI abruptly undertook - 


(Not having yet my grief lay'd by) 
To ſpeak : O light ot truth, ſaid I, 
Whatever yet thou haſt lay'd forth 


Appcars to be of divine worth, 
By reaſons not to be repell'd, 


Thou ſaid'ſt theſe were from me withheld 
By extreme prief, and yet but ſo, 

That hererotore 1 did them know. 

Burt of my prief the greateſt cauſe 

Is this, to know that God, who laws 

To all does pive, zs good ; then how 


Can 7/s or be, or ſcot-tree goe ? 


This which does ſo mnch trouble me, 


I leave to be admir'd by thee. 
A greater yet (tor to be plain) 


Is this, while wickedneſs does reign, 
Vertve has no reward at all, 


But ftead thereof the wicked call 
It Vice, and puniſhments inflic, 


But thar it ſhould be a delict, 


106 


_ All power has, who will not doe 


| Andfincethe forme of perfett Bliſs 
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And God ſhould ſee*r, who all does know, 
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Any thing but what's ay good, 
May be admir'd, not underitood. 
Thar's right, ſaid ſhe, if that it were 
As thou doſt think, it would more ſcare 
Then ſight of uglieſt monſters would, 
To think the Heavenly Father ſhould 
In his well-order*d houſe reſpet 

The baſeſt, and the beſt neglect. 

Bur *cis not ſo : for if that that thou 
Our late Concluſions doſt avow, 

By his help of whom now we ſpeak 
Thou'lt know the picked are but weak, 
The Good are potent , and that Vice 

Is puniſh*d, Vertueheld in price. 

The Good enjoy a happy ſtate, 


' The Wicked are unfortunate. 


More may be ſaid of the like ſtrain 
Will make thee henceforth not complain, 


By me unto thee ſhewed 1s, 
And that thou know'ſt wherc'it is plac'd, 
The rime I will no longer walt, 

But I to thee the way will ſhow, 

How thou unto thy home may'ſt goe. 

I will give wings unto thy Mind, 
By which thon: ſhalt a ſate way find, 
(Ser free from all diſturbances) 
Unto thy Country with much eaſe : 


Trumphantly 


I nook IV. 


of Philoſophy. 


Triumphantly thou bome ſhalt ride, 
My «kill and knowledge thee ſhall guide : 


For I have Wings of ſi. bile make, 
Which if the Mind puts on, 

'T will ſoon above the Pole aſcend, 
and Earth not lock upon. 


'T will ſoon paſs through the Aiery nlobe, 
and clouds will leave behind, 

with nimble courſe the Fire 'twill paſs 
oth” Sun, that mortals blind. 


The rep1on cold that Saturn rules 
will not at all it ſtay, 

'T will paſs the Starrs that paint the sky 
fo bright &th' Aſilky WAY. 


And h, wins paſt the higheft [phear, 
ana left the Pole ſo bright, 

Upon the high: /t Orbe rowil ffand, 
enjoying cleareſt light , 


Whereas the King of Kings Aves bold 
the Sceptre aWa the retns, 
And oy his throne "f Glory fer 


all cvil he reſt rains. 


If thou unto this place do come, 
which now thou haſt forgot, 

T h1s 15 my Countrey, thou wilt cry, 
bere, here 1 claim my lot. 


W1 ence 


ad. 
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Whence if that thou do look upon 

the place thou left'ſt behind, 
All the fell Tyrants on the earth 


thou wilt in exile find. 


Thou promiſeſt great things, faid T, 
Of which thou me wilt certify 

I make no doubt : but I thee pray, 

In clearing them make no delay. 

Firſt, you do this acknowledpe then, 
There's Power alwaies in good men , - 
And that all bad mex are without 

All Power, thou canſt make no doubt , 
Since one the other does make plain, 
For good and bad are wholy twain, 

If Goodneſs do no Power want, 

Then Evil! Weak we needs muſt grant. 
And if 1's Weakneſs does appear, 
Then Goodneſs Strength by its made clear. 
But that more eaſily there may 

Be credit giv'nto what] ſay, 


* 


My proots I equally will brin 
Now this, now that ſide maralling 


There are two things which in effect 
In mens affairs bear chief reſpe& ; 
That's pill, and Power : if theſe two 
Be not entire, all will not doe, 

No man will goe about to try 

What to his yy; is contrary : 


And 
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And if that he no Power have, 


In vain his 1/14 does ſtrive or crave. | 


Hence *tis that it thou one doſt ſee 


Who would pet that that had can't be, 


"Tis want of Power does reſtrain 
That he that thing does not attain. 
Why this, ſaid 1, none can deny. 
Thou mult confeſs then equally, 
That he who does whate're he will 
Has Power the ſame tor to fulh ll. 


*Tis true, For it does Power ſhow, 


According to the /i/{ to doe. 
The ll abridg'd, o'th' contrary, 
Does ſhew an [mbecillir 

I it confeſs. Bur doſt, ſlid ſhe 
Remember that we did agree, 
In all intentions of the 3:4, 
Though diverfly it uſe irs $kil], 
Still Bleſſedneſs by it's delign d > 
I do. Bur doſt thou bear in mind, 
That Bleſſedneſs 1s the rye Goed , 
By which it muſt be underſtood, 


Who Bliſs does ſeek, means Geed thereby ? 


[ do remember it, ſaid I. 

And in my mind 1 bold ir ll 
Thenall men, whether good or i/!, 
With one and the ſelf-ſame deſire 
Do nnto Goodneſs ſtill aſpire. 


That's certain truth. And ſo is this, 


That who gets Goodneſs he good 75, 


IO09 


But 
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But good men get what they deſire. 

*Tis true. And evil loſe their lure, 
For if that they do Goed obtain, 

They do no lonper :/ remain. 

'Tis fo. Then Jnce they both delire 
Good, and the one does loſe his hire, 
And th? other not, then it is plain 
That Power with good mey docs remain, 
Weakneſs with s//., Whoe're with ſenſe 


The nature weighs and conſequence 


Ot theſe things, mult agree thereto, 
She then reply'd, If there be two 


To whom by nature the ſame thing 


Propoſed is, if one do bring 

The ſame to paſs by a right courſe, 
The other ſtrives by wales are worſe 
The ſame to doe, but can't compleat 
The work, but only*t imitate , 
Which of theſe two moſt Power has, 
Doſt think ? Although that] do gueſs 
W hat *cis you mean, yet I would fain 


| Haveyoudeſcribe it yer more plain. 


To move by walking (thou'lt not then 
Deny) is natural to men. 

'Tis fo, faid 1, Nor can'ſt deny 

But *cis the feet move naturally, 

I can*r. Why then, if one do uſe 

His feet, another does refuſe 

This natural means, and he will goe 


Upon his hands ; which of theſe cwo 
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of Philoſophy. 
Wilt thou the ſtronger deemrto be ? 
Make out the reſt ; tor ſurely he 

Who goes the true and nat'ral way, 
Tobe the ſtrongeſt all will ſay. 

Why ſo, ſaid he, the chiefeſt Bliſs, 
Which equally propoſed 1s 

To good and bad, the goedapply 

To get by Vertue naturally , 

The bad by Luſts (bur all in vain) 

Seek this chief Good tor to attain. 

Doſt think they can? Why no, ſaidT ; 
The ſequel plainly does't deſcry. 

Then what 1s proved makes appear, 
The good are fironp, the bad weak are. 
*I1s right, ſaid ſhe, ard by thus {cope 

I do (as wont Phylicians) hope 

Good ſtrength of nature, ſince I find 
To Knowledge a ſo ready mind. 

I will theretore more reaſons bring. 

See if bad men have any thing, 

Who cannor unto that arrive 

To which their nature does them drive. 
And if their power in this be ſcant, 
Conſider how much ſtrength they want. 
For they no ſmall rewards deſire, 
But to the top of Bli/s alpire, 

To which they no way can atrain, 
Though night and day they take grear pain. 
Which proves the ſtrexgth of tho 

For as it muſt be underſtood 


. 


e are Good: 


rt 


That 


Yet them to be I diſavow: . 
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That he that runs and wins the =_ 

Moſt able is ; ſo thou muſt hol 

His power greateſt, does acquire 

The 9 end of his defire. 

Which for the wicked cannot doe, 

It ng does their weakneſs ſhow, 

Who leaving Yertxe, tollow F'ce. 

Is*c Blindneſs that does them entice ? 

Why, what's more weak then —_— ? 
Or do they know'r, yet Luſts advance ? 
This their Intemp'rance Weakpeſs 15, 


,And they are overcome by Vice. 


Or do they knowing, willingly 

Leave Vertu, and to I ices fly ? 

By this from Strength they are o free, 
Thar thus they leave ar all ro be, 

For who the common end of all 
Does leave, leaves being therewirhal!l. 
This to be ſtrange perchance may ſeem, 
That wicked men, whom all do deem 
The greateſt part of humane kind, 


-- Thus co be wthing we ſhould find. 


Yer ſoitis. The wicked I | 
For to be i/{ do not deny : ; 
But 1 do alſo ſay nichill 
That ſimply they are nor at all. 

For though a carcaſe does make known 
Thisis a man, he's ſimply move. 

SO wickgd men I ill allow, 


| Book1y. 


of Philoſophy. 6 wy . 


That is which order does retain, 
And keeps his nature ; what does {train 
And ſwerve from it does /cave to be 

(Ar leaft) what it1s naturally. 

Bur ;/ men aR, (thor gb evilly ) 

Thou fayſt, and I it notdeny. 

But this their Powey not from Strength, 
But Weakneſs will appear at length. 
They can doe /,but not geod tO , 

If good, then they could nor 4// doe. 

SO that ſuch Power does plainly ſhow 
That they indeed can nothing doe. 

For we before did this agree, 

I1nit ſelf nothing to be. 

Since nothing then a wicked man 

Can doe bur :/l, he nothing can, | 

*IiSſo, But yet that more certain 

This may appear, by being more $72 
We ſaid (thou know'lt) a while betore 

The chiefeſt Good had greateſt Power. 

You did. But it no s# can doe, 
Said ſhe, Thar's true. But doft thon know- --- 
Any ſo mad, to think that men | 
Can all things doe? No. Yer they can 

Doe evil. Yes, I would to God +. 
They tether'd were that they could nor. 

Since then this Power can all things doe, 

And wicked men cannot doe fo , 
The Power then we muſt conteſs 


Of thoſe dee il! is much the leſs, 
| x © Mofeover 


I14 
Moreover Power counted is 
Amons thoſe things that do bring Bliſs : 

 Andall thoſe things to Good reterre 
AS to the top of their nature. 

Bur *tis not poſſible that 7/ 

Art all ſhould {trive Goed to fulfil, 
Therefore *ris nor to be defir'd. 
But Power 1s to be acquir'd. 
Then ſure the poſſibility 

Of doing i// no Power can be. 

All whict, moſt plainly does confirm 

Gooa Powerful, Evil infirm, 

What Plato ſaid, then does ſtand true, 

T hat only wiſe men they can doe 

What they deſire ,, they that doe 7/, 

Do only exerciſe their will, 

But cannot unto thar arrive 

Which they defire, for thar they {trive 

By wicked means for ro obtain 

Thar good which they defire to pain. 

Bur of their end they needs muſt miſs, 

For Wickeaneſs leads not to Bliſs. 
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What though thou mighty K ings doſt ſee, 


In Purple ſhining gloriouſly, 
mounted upon 5 r Thrones of ſtat e, 
With armed men circled about, 
With a bent brow threats belching out, 
confonnaing others with prond hare ? 
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Yet look , thou inwaraly wilt find, 
T hat fetters ftrong theſe Lords do bind : 
by Luſts their hearts are poiſoned, 
So ly tormented by Exceſs. 
Then Anger does their minds poſſeſs - 
{o a vexations life they lead. 


One while they're wearied out with Grief, 
T hen Hope 5A give them no relief. 
When thou doft ſee one thus aſſail'd, 
Nere wonder he cannet aſpire 
To Good, the top of his deſire, 
by ſo many fell Tyrants quail'a. 


| 


Thou then doſt ſeethey durty are 
Who follow Vice, hot they are fair 
Vertue embrace : ſo that *tis plain, 
Good have reward, and Wicked pain. 
And *tis bur juſt it ſhould be lo : 
Forev'ry thing a man does doe 
Is for reward , as who does run 
A race, he does expe the Crown © + 
And we have ſhew'd that Bleſſcane/s 
Is that ſame Goed for which all preſs. 
| Then Gooddoes (as reward) atrend 
{ All humaneaRtions in che end. 
Tis Goodgives a good man eſteem, 
*Tis Good that ſo entitſes him. 
{ So men are Vicious call'd from Vice ; 
| ButYertxe alwaies has a ae ion 
2 


And 
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And though the Wicked rage and rail, 
The wiſe man's Crown will never fail ; 
Let wicked men fret and repine, 

Their proper Vertme (till will ſhine ; 


Which dark would be, or rather none, 


If it were borrow'd, not their own, 
for ev'ry man may claim his right, 
Or it may forced be by might. 

Bur 'cauſe thar each man in regard 
That he 1s goed has a reward, 

By conſequence, if Good he leave, 
Hea reward ſhall not receive. 
Laſtly, if all Reward be ſought 
Becauſe it g-0d to be 1s thought, 
Who him rewarded won't conteſs, 
That Good and Fertwe does poſſeſs? 


But what reward? no mean one ſure, 


But even the faireſt and molt pure. 
Remember that Corollary 
Which lately I did give to thee. 
Since Bleſſedneſs is the chief Good, 
And it muſt needs be underſtood, 
Who of this Goodneſs is poſſeſt 
Auſt of neceſſity be bleſs , 
\ Ana that for to be bleſt, muſt be 
Tobe a God, we did apree : 
T hen the reward the good partake 
(No time can end, no power ſhake, 
Nor wickedneſs can overthrow,) 
Ts to be Gods, Which fince*cis ſo, 


*% 


Then | 
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of Philoſophy, 
Then wicked men can't be without 
Perperual pain, there is no doubr. 
ASGood and 1{ are contrary, 
Reward and Pain fo diſapree. 
Whate're the good receive as gain, 
The bad receive as much in pain. 
Goodneſs to th? g:oda reward is, 
The bad with horror puniſh'd is. 
And he who finds bur little eaſe, 
Can't doubt but he has ſome diſcale. 
Then if they this would call co mind, 
Themſelves in pain they ſure would tind, 
For that they are not only tainted 
With 7/, but ſtrongly are infected. 
But ſee by way of contrary, 
How wicked men tormented be. 
For all that zs, to be but oxe, 
And thar :xc good, to thee is known. 
Whence follows that whatever zs 
Muſt needs be good : and fo from this, 
Whatever Goedneſs does decline 


Does leave to be :; thus then rejoyn, 


| The wicked are not what they were. 
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But yer the ſhape of men they bear. 

I but by being wicked then 

The nature quite they've loſt of men, 
For fince that only Vert ze can 

Lift Mortals up above what's Man, 

It of neceſſity does follow 

That Vice does caſt them far below, 
l 3 
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So that if thou with Vice do ſee * 
A man transform'd, no man 1s he. 
Whoever does with griping wreſt 
Another's goods, he 1s a Bealt, 
And thou a yyolf may'ſt well him call. 
He who perpetually does braul, 
And live unquiet, none does ſpare, 
Unto a Dog thou may?ſt compare. 
Who does by Fraud and Cheating live, 
The name of Fox thou well may'ſt give. 
Who infierce Anger all does tear, 
A Lion's mind he ſure does bear. 
Whom vain and idle Fear does ſtrike, 
To Hare or Hindthou may'ſt him like 
Who has a ſlow and ſtupid head, 
Like to an Aſſe his life does lead, 
Who is unconſtant, wavering, 
From Biras he's no way differing, 
Whois with filthy Lults beſmear'd, 
To th' filthy Sow may be compar'd. 
So he that does bright Vertge fly, 
To bea man does leave you ſee, 
Not being with divine right bleſt, 
He 1s transform'd into a Beaſt. 


While that Ulyſſes did command 

his ten-years wandring Fleet, 
T he Eaſt-wind drove them to the land 
Whereas they did fair Circe meet, 
And Syrens with their voices ſweet. 


T hu 
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of Philoſophy. 


Sshill'd in all herbs that grow. 
Such liquor foe to them did fill, 


 AndSyrens them inchanted ſo, 


T hat none could poſſibly them kyow. 


Like unto Swine ſhe ſome did make, 
and ſome like to the Bear. 

Some aid the ſhape of L10nS take : 

T heſe in their fury nothing fpare, 


But with their teeth and claws do tare 


Some Wolves, who when they up did [ift 
their voice to weep, aid houl, 

Some like to Indian Tigres ſwifr, 

Who thouwoh inauw'd with a mild ſoul, 

To live were forc*d for prey to prole. 

Though witt y Hermes pitying 
the Captain, him tid ave, 

And untohim aid Moly bring, 

She all the others ad enſlave, 

While they to tipple ſtill aid crave. _ _ 


Now beaſts, to feed and walk like men 
they ſtrove, but all in vain 

Acorns good food, lodging a Den : 

For why, there nothing aid remain 

Of voice, or boay, likes hnmane. 

Only their Minds were ſtill the ſame ;, 
which griev'd for to diſcern 


T heir Beaes ſo expos 4 to ſhame. 


J -þ | A weak 


A weak it is and fecble Charm, 


T hat Bodies can, and Minds not harm. 


Alan's ſirength is placed inwardly ; 
if poiſons take the Mind, 


T h:y more deface Humanity : 


For thoughto th' Baay they ſeem kind, 


T he Soul they cruelly av grind. 


I do confeſs indeed, faid 1, 
That 5/{ men without injury 


May into Beaſts be ſaid to ſwerve, 


Though humane ſhape they ſtill conſerve, 


But I'de not have their cruel will 
Have power t0 th? good for ro doe j/. 
Nor have they, as 1 le ſhew, ſaid ſhe, 
In place convenient unto thee. 
For if that ſame which ſeems a power 
Were ta'ne away, *would be a cure, 
And ſo their puniſhment would caſe, 
For it though credit ſome wor't pleaſe, 
Yet wicked men are worſer far 
When their deliers perteR are, 

Then if they could nor bring to pals 
Whatever their defier was. 

It ;/ro will be a great curſe, 

In him ability 1s worſe : 

Upon it too we may refle&t 

When ;// dogs come unto effeR. 


»+ 
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' of Philoſophy, 
And who is guilty of theſe three, 
Endures a threetold miſery, 

I grant, ſaid I; but would-to Ged 
That they this miſery had nor, 

Or that they quickly might it loſe, 
Sooner perhaps then you would chule, 
(Said ſhe) or they do rbink *rwill be. 
And yer compare Eternity, 

Nothing in x 22 life can be long. 

And it ott-rmes defien of wrong 

Be fruſtrate by untimely end, 

This to their pain ſome caſe does lend. 
For if that wickedneſs do reign, 

The lonover wicked, more the pain. 
Then he more wretchcd ſure would be, 
It Death from z// did not him free, 
torit thac we do right profels 

Oh" miſery of wickeareſs, 

AS Pris eternal, ſo *aus righr 

tThatiris alſo infinite. 

This thy 1llation, then ſaid I, 

By me can hardly granted be ; 

And yet I chink it1s no more 

Then has been granted heretofore. 
Thou rightly think'ſt, but whoſoe're 
To make Concluſion ſhall forbear, 
Muſt ſhew the Premiſles not true, 

Or that they do not raiſe adue 
Conclulion , or <lſe otherwiſe 

Whar from the Premiſles ariſe 


pn 
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If he do grant, he has no cauſe 
On the Concluſion for to pauſe. ; 
There's one thing more I will conclude, 
Which will no leſs ſeem ſtrange and rude, 
Yet follows neceſſarily 
From whar is agreed already. : 
Whar's that? ſaid I, Why, wicked men, 
When puniſh'd, are more happy, then 
It wy at all not pumiſh'd were. 
Nor do I goc about to rear 
_ Upapolition that to all 
Is known, that wicked manners are 
By Puniſhments reſtrain'd, and Fear 
Men to be honeſt does compel, 
Beſide th* Example does do well. 
But for another reaſon 
| Judge them unhappy do go free, ; 
Though of Example there were none, : 
Nor of Correction reaſon ſhown, 
What may that other reaſon be ? 
Have we not granted this, ſaid ſhe, 
The bad unhappy, good are bleſt ? 
Why yes, ſaid 1. Then if ſome reſt, 
From Ad:ſery, fome good do come, 
' Is he not better then ſuch one 
To whom no good does come at all, 
Put lives in pain perperuall ? 
Why, yes. But if to's miſery 
More pain and greater added be, 
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Is he not more unhappy yet 

Then he that does ſome caſement get ? 
Why yes, ſaid I. Then wicked men 
When they are puniſh'd do find then 


"Something that's goed; for Puniſhment 


IS good, b'ing Juſtice inſtrument. 
Aud then not puniſh'd tor to be 

Is further 4/! ; Impunity 

To be an 44 by thee's conteſt, 

Cauſe Kight it does and {wuſtice wrelt. 
I can't deny*t. The wicked then 
Are far more miſerable, when 
That pain does them unjuſtly ſpare, 
Then when they juſtly puniſh'd are. 
For this to J«ſtice does belong, 

The other is ro 7ſtice wrong. 


None can deny*t. Nor none, ſaid ſhe, 


One gd, the other 4 to be. 
All this does follow, then ſaid T, 
From what before we did agree. 


Burt after Death for- Souls dolt thou _ _ 


No puniſhment at all allow ? 

Yes marry, and that great, ſaid ſhe ; 
And them two-fold I think to be : 
One ſharp and a dire puniſhment, 
The other a mild purgament. 

But theſe to treat of I not mean : 
The ground and reaſon of this theam 
Was only that it might be ſeen 


(What thou didſt moſt unworthy deem) 
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In wicked mein no Power to be , 


* And furcher coo, that chou might'ſt ſee, 


Thar they who i/s do perpetrate 

Do never puniſhinents eſcape : 

And alſothat thou may'it conceive 

The Power (for which thou didlt ask leave 
Soon for to end) not longs to be , 


Iflong, *wwere the more unhappy ; 


And moſt unhappy yer of all, 

If that it were perpetual. 

I ſaid before, the wicked then 

Are far more miſerable when 

That pain does them unjultly ſpare, 
Then when they juſtly puniſh'd arc. 
The conſequence of which is this, 
Their puniſhment moſt grievous 15, 
When they ſeem puniſh'd not to be. 
To ſo great reaſons I agree. 

Bur if ro men they be reſerr'd, 

Who”! judge them worthy to be heard ? 
*Tis true, Fd (he , for their dim eyes 


$$ Totheclearlichr of cruth can't riſe, 


So like they are unto the Owle 


by 


#3 Whoſe ſight Night brightens, Day does foul. 


For whye they on their own luſts look, 
And not into the ſecret book 

Of things, they judge impunity 

Of 77 a Happinels to be. 

But know this as a firm award, 

Thou need'ſt no Judge thee to reward 


of 
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of Philoſophy. 
It Vertze thou and Gerd follow ; 
Thou on thy fcli doſt it beltow. 
Asain, if thou thy ſelf apply 

To Vice, thou need'{t no enemy : 

Thy ſelf ro judge rhou wilt be tree, 

Thou wilt thine own rormentor be. 

Asif by turns thou ſhould'ſt uprear 

Thy ſight unto the Heavens farr, | 

And then again ſhould'ſt caſt it down 

Upon the hlchy miry Ground, 

Even the very ſenſe of Sighr 

Would now ſhew dark, and then ſhew light. 
I, but the vulgar thus don't ſee. 
I prithce what 1s that ro me ? | 
Muſt we be ruPd, or with them joyn, 

\Who to be ÞPeaſts we do dehne ? 

What it a man that loſt his ſiphr, 

Forger ſhould that he ere ſaw light, 

And ſhould believe that he has all 
Perte&ion that 1s natural? 

It I ſhould unto this agree, - © + — 
I ſurely were as blind as he. | 
But when will this be credited 

By thoſe who don't believe what's ſaid, 
Thar they are much more unhappy, oe; 
That doe, then ſuffer injury ? 
The reaſon 1 would know, ſaid ], 

Thou canſt not fure, ſaid ſhe, deny, 

That who with a wicked intent 

Does #/l, does merit puniſhment. 
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And it does many waies appear 


The wicked miſerable are. 
All this is true. Then it 1s plain, 


 Theyare unhappy, deſerve pin. 


So *tis, ſaid I. If then, ſaid ſhe, 
The caſe referr'd were unto thee, 
Which would'ft thou paniſh, him that (ig 
The wrong, or h:m that ſuffer'd it? 
No queſtion I woult certainly 

Him puniſh did the injury. 
Then more accurſt he ſeems to thee 
Who did, then took the injury. 

It follows ſo, From this therefore, 
And from like reaſons many more, 
*[is plain that who does injury 
Upon himſelf brings miſery. 
Writ need then Orators make mone, 
Juciges to move to compaſſion 
Or: them that in aflicons are, 
And the wrong-doer nor to ſpare, 
W hereas in truth they pirry ought 
All thoſe that have injuſtice ſought ? 
W ho ſhould a mild, norangry way 
Accuſed be, that ſo they may 
Pi y counſel, as to patients fou), 
C utoffa part to ſave the whole. 
Who this conſiders would not uſe 
D efence, but rather would accuſe 
H imſelf, and he who wicked is, 

It he of Vertac and of Bliſs 
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Could bur a little glim*ring ſee, 
And know he might deliver'd be 
From Vice's filth by puniſhment, 
Would ſuerly be well content 
To ſuffer pain, and would retuſe 
Atallan Advocate to uſe , 

But would to his Accuſer's hate 
And Judge's doom himſelf proſtrate. 
By which he wholy would abate, 

In wiſe men, all invet'rate hate. 

For none but Fools the Good decry ; 
And they're more fools the Bad envy. 
As by diſeaſe the Body's pin'd, 

SO Vice does macerate the Mind. 

And if that Sickneſs ſtir up love, 

Much more ſhould they compaſtion move 
Where Wickedneſs the Mind does ſeilc, 
For this is much the worſe diſeaſe. 


Whence 1;'t with ſo much eagermeſy ye ao © + 
Purſuc your fate ? would you death wooe ? 
He ts at hand : if Lion, Tiger, Bear, 
Serpent, »or Bore woy't do't, your ſelves you | tear 
Whence does this cruelty proceed, 
T hus one another to make bleed ? 
Tf *cauſe Opinions differ you blond ſpill, 
Thu canſe no reaſon has but deprav'd Will, 
T hen learn to love the good, pitty the 1l. 


Here 
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Here do plainly ſee, faid I, 
What is or the feliciry, 
Or miſery that does atrend 
The good, or wicked does offend. 
Bur yer I am not ſarisſy'd, 
But that there's goed and bad beſide. 
For what wiſe man would baniſh'd be, 
Live poor and ignominiouſly, 

| Rather then rich and honoured ? 

| This *cis makes Wiſdome credited, 
Whenas the Governour's renown 
To th* people is tranſmitted down. 
Beſirdes that Pri ſons, Whips and Racks, 
By Law provided for the backs 
Of wicked Citizens, do ] 
Admire much they chang'd ſhould be, 
And Puniſhments ſhould goed deſtroy, 
While as the :/! rewards enjoy. 
I pray render me a reaſon 
Of this unjuſt confuſion, 
For | my ſelf ſhould wonder leſs, 
If I thought Chance all chings did prels 
But now 1 much aſtoniſh'd am, 
When I conſider that they come 
From Ged, that he does diſtribute 
Oft-times what's pleaſant to the good, 
Whar's ſharp to th* bad, again | he 
The good keeps ſhort, to th* $44 is free, 


Halcis 


UY. 
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. Unleſs I may the cauſe diſcern, 
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Why all's not Chance I ne're ſhall learn. 
No mar'le, faid ſhe, it any thing, 

The cauſe not known, contuſion bring, 

But though che cauſe thou doſt not know 
Why thar things are diſpoſed fo ; 

Yer {ince the World a God obey, 

Ne're doubt but he does rightly ſway. 


W bo dees not know Arcturus cony/e, 
What him about the Pole does force, 
How ſlow Bootes gmides his horſe, 


Ty he ſo late to bed does goe, 
I th* morn himſelf fo ſoon does ſhow, 
Auſt needs the reſt &1h' Heavens not kyow. b 


What 1s't that when tbe Moon's ith full 
Her gloriows light frem her does pull, 
Whoſe ſplendor all the Starrs did dull ? 


T he reaſon being hia to {ome, Bn. 
AMade them with Kettle and with Drum. 
And Cries unto her aid to come. 


None wonaers that ſtron "g Winds do raiſe 
T he waves, nor that the Sn'w not ſtases 
When look'd pon by Phocbus rates. 


T heſe things ſeem eaſie to be known : 
T hoſe things the mind ao vex alone 
Which ſelaom unto it are howns 
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T hings ſudden do the vulgar move : 
But if blind Error we remove, 
T hey no way wonderfull wall prove. 


*Fis ſo, ſaid]: but fince that chou 
The hidden cauſe of things canit ſhow, 
I thee delire to bring to light 

The reaſons ſo wrapt up in night, 
Above all others pray chee tell 

(Me for to eaſe) this miracle. 

Then ſhe a little ſmiling ſaid, 

Thou halt a ſure unto me made 

Which to perform a matter 1s 

So difficult, beſt $kill may mils. 

The matter it 1s ſo abſtruſe, 

One donbt reſolv'd, thouſands produce : 
Like Hyadra's heads they do increaſe , 
Nor will they come to any peace, 
Unleſs they purely be calcin'd, 

With a quick fier of the Mind. 

For in this we muſt explicate 

Mild Providence, and rugped Fate, 
Unlook'd-tor Chance, divine Cognition, 
Free-will and dark Predeſtination. 


The weight of theſe thou well may'lt gucls. 


Bur thee to cure ſince I profeſs, 
Though cime be ſhort, l'le uſe it ſo 
That thou in part ſhalt them all know 
And if my verſe delights thy car, 
Thou muſt the ſame awhile forbear, 
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Some reaſons. As you pleaſe, ſaid], 


! Then ſhe, as if ſhe new began, 


! Her ſpeech ro me this wiſe did trame. 
| The generation of all things, 


All Nature's changing proceedings, 
All whatſoever things do move, 


| The Caſe, Form, Order's from above. 


The high Mind tet compoledly 
I'th' tower of true Simplicity, 
Thence iſſues out a frm decree 

How ev'ry thing ſhall govern'd be. 
Which for that purely 'as divine, 
We doit Providence detine. 

Dur if to th' things we it reterre, 
Which by this A7nd difpoled are, 
We callit Fate. Thar this 1s clear; 
By both their natures will appear. 
For Providence that Reaſon 1s 
Divine, which conſtituted 1s 

In God himſelf, who all does guide : 
But Fate in low things does abide. 
By Providence Fate orderly 

Diſpoſes all. things variably. 
Providence does all things unite, 
Though diverſe, or though intinite. | 
Fate ingly does them caaſe ito mov?, 
AS Time or Form or Place approve. 
So tewp'ral things for to know right 
United into God's foreſight, 
K 2 


| Till I do utter orderly 


It 
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Is Providence , and the ſame union 
By time digeſted and made known, 
ISFate : diſtin, they have one End, 
For one on th' other docs depend. 
Order of Fate 15 guided by 
Providence's { mplicity. 
For as a good Artiticcr, 
(Does a torm in's mind decypher,) 
In time and order brings to paſs 
W hat but before tn his mind was : 
$o God does by his Providence 
Diſpoſe all things rch'* tuture tenſe ; 
And what things he does ſo diſpoſe, 
Fate does in order them diſcloſe. 
Then whether Fate's web woven be 
By Spirits which immediately 
Serve Providence, Or by the Sol, 

_ Or Natxre which does ſerve the whole, 
Or by the motions of the Spheres, 
Or Angels, or the Dewil's cares, 
Or ſome, or all of theſe, yer hence 
Ful clear it is that Providence 
Is an unmov'd and ſimple torm 
Of ſuch chings as are yet unborn , 
But Fate's an engine moveable, 
The which does orderly fultil 
What the divine Simplicity 
In ime does order for to be. 
Whence all things that do Fate obey 
To Providence allegeance pay, 
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E And Fate muſt unto it ſubmit ; 
For under Providence arc {ct 


' Some rhinos which Fare it ſelf ſurmount, 


| Among the which we well may count 
| Such as are tixt unmoveably 
| Nigh the all-ruling Deiry. 

For as when many crcles ſpin 

About one center, that within 
| Toth” center's ſtablene(s comes nigh, 
Andis as 'twere the hinge whereby 
All choſe that placed are without 
© Domake their motions round about ; 
! But that which outermoſt does turn, 
 Agreat circumference does run, 
| The moreit from the center goes, 
| The larger ſpaces from it grows, 
{ Burt what to th* center 1s faſt knir, 
{ Does ftableneſs enjoy with it : 
| SO all thoſe that are placed tar 
; From the firſt Mind, perplexed are 


& With more and preater.ſnares of Fate , 


* And he enjoys a freer ſtate 

| Who out at f vi does not ly, 

" þ But co the center does draw nigh. 

' Andit unto the high Mind he 

| Can hix'd be by ability, 

: Above all ſecond things he's born, 
| And Fate's neceſlity may ſcorn. 

' Whereforeas we Diſcourſe do find 
' To be the product of the Mind; 
K 3 
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And what begotten is, we ſee 
Is {till the tru of the ſame rree ; 
Erernity produces Time, 
And Circles trom the Center climb : 
So moving Fare has a ftirm ty 
To Providence S certainty ; 
Which does alone the Heavens move, 
Which joyns the Elements 1n love, 
Which makes all growing things proceed 
From the eorrupuon of the Seed, 
Which does mens as and fortunes chain 
In links that firm and ſure remain. 
Then ſince they claim their principle 
From Providence 1mmoveable, 
It mult be of neceſſity, 
They have immurability. 
And then all things beſt govern'd are, 
When the divine Mind takes the carc, 
And with his own Unmovedneſs 
Repreſles their Confuſedneſs. 
Hence *aus that though this Order ſeem 
To you to be of ſmill eſteem, 
For that all chings contus'd appear ; 
Yet Goa hereby does take fach care, 
That he diſpoſcs all to good, 
This you've already underſtood : 
For «/, as ;//, there's none takes care, 
No nor thoſe that moſt wicked are ; 
But they with wicked error do 
Seek good which way fo ere they goe 


But 
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# Otchis ſame Order, certainly, 
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Itno man can turn out o'th* way. 

[ but Contuſion *ns, you'l ſay, 

Good men to have Proſperity, 

And then again Adverliy ; 

And Wicked men for to enjoy 
Their will, and then again annoy. 
But are there any men that live 

So wiſe, that they can ſentence give 
\Who wicked are, and who upright ? 
Or muſt they be fo 'cauſe they ſay't ? 
How comes 1t then to paſs there hes 
In judgments ſuch incertainties, 


So that whom one thinks worthy gain, 


Another cenſures unto pain * 
But let us grant thar ſome man can 
Diſcern the good from the bad man. 
Can he alſo the temper ſce 
O'th* Soul ? with it theſe may agrec. 
Who ignorantly then does lay 
He wonders, as well wonder may 
Why to one's body that is found 
Sweet things are only proper tound , 
T*another's that's as ſound as he, 
Sharp things and bitter do agree. 
Some ſick men are with Lenitives, 
And ſome are cur'd with Corrolives 
But the Phyſician that does know 
Each temper, and can reaſon ſhow 

| K 4 


336 | of the Conſolation Book 1Y, 
Of this man's health, that man's diſealc, : 
No admiration does him fcife. 7 
Now of the Soul 15 Verity 
The index ot Salubrity, 

And Vice the Sickneſs of the ſame. 
Then who, then Ged, a fitter can 
Phyſcian be, who knows ſo well 
Goodto conſerve, bad to expell ? : 
Who does from his high Throne of Pits 
See what tor cach man hitting 1 , 

And what 15 ht he docs afſion 

Him, by his Providence divine ? 

This all the wonder 1s of Fate; 

When he that knows the beſt ecſtatic, 
Moſt knowingly for it does care, ; 
The ignorant attomſh'd are, 
Pur now in briet I will explain 
What humane Reaſon can attain 

Of ſecrets purely divine. 

W hoſe Vertue thou think'it moſt to ſhine, 
Who moſt ſerves Truth and Equity, 

The eye of Providence does fee 
Quite otherwiſe : hence Lscaz does 
Ingemouſly admoniſh us, 

The Vittor's cauſe the Gods aid pleaſe, 

The Vanquiſy'd, Cato. If in theſe 

Then tranſitory things thou ſee 

Wohar thou think'ſt ey;/ done to be ; 
Believe *cis dimneſs of thy ſight, 

Bur divixe oracy 1S {till right, 
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ut if there any be ſo yult 

That Gcd and may approve him muſt ; 
Yet poſlibly Is Mind's fo weak, 
H;s Innocence he will torſake, 

If limin B/i/s it won't maintain, 
But rather 15 the cauſe of pais. 


This man the all-wife God docs ſpare. 


} oreſeeing that he cannot bear 
Adverſity, ſo growing worle 

It would be unto him a curle, 
Another man fo vertuous 1s, 
Solike *o Godin Holineſs, 

Him Previdewce docs not think fit 
In any caſe for to afthict, 

SO that fo much as Sickneſs ſhe 
Should him afſail, will not agree, 
For as oy who me lar excells 


lrom ſacred knowledge freely tells, 


The Carcaſes of Holy 3 men 

Of Vertue are COMPO 6 'd. And chen 
ASit does often happen char 
Verrue does good men elevate, 

[t1s to keep the wicked low, 

W hich otherwiſe would all o'reflow, 
Again ſhe mixes One with rother, 


AS ſhe does ſee minds them can bear. 
Some ſhe does prune, ſome ſhe does mow, 
Leſt they too rank ſhould OVer-grow 


With long Proſperity, ſome ſhe 
With hardſhips ſuffers yext to be, 


- That Vert#c cannot conquer*d be 
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That fo the Vertwes of the Mind 

By Patience may afſurance find. 

What's ca{te ro be born, ſome tear, 
Others do (light whar they can't bear. 
Theſe ſhe atHicts with Miſery, 

That they their ſtrength of mind may try 
Some for the glory of a Name, 

Do catch at Death, to purchaſe Fame. 
Others, by ſtrange enduring pain, 


By their. example have made plain 


By all this worldly miſery. 

Which things ſince right and orderly 

They are diipos'd, no doub: can be 

But that they do the good procure . 


Of them that do the fame endure. 


Now that the wicked do enjoy 
Sometimes their will, and then annoy, 
From the ſame cauſes doth ariſe. 

That they are puniſh'd, none that's wile 
Can wonder, or condemn, tor why, 
It does both others territy, 

Anddoes mend them : bcfides the joy 
The wicked have aloud does cry 

Toth? good, that they ſhould learn thereby 
How vain a thing's Proſperity. 

I alſo more conſider this, 

Perhaps one's nature ſo fierce is, 

Thar Poverty would make him worſe : 
Then him to free from this fame curſe, 


Kind 


Book IV. of Philoſophy. 139 


Kind Providence for remedy 
Stores him with Mony plenteoully. 
Another who does Vice affect, 
Upon [11s fortnnes does reflect. 
And fears the loſs would more diſpleaſe, 
1hennow the ſpending does him pleaſe ; 
Docs change his life, and while he tears 
- Tolole Is ſtate, his Vice forbears. 
One lately rais d ro Happime{s, 
With Pride does on deſtruction prets. 
To others there is Power lent 
} or to inflict dire puniſhment, 
The pgocd thereby to exerciſe, 
The wicked thereby to chaſhte. 
For as no correſpondence can 
Be *rween a good and wicked man , 
S0 do the wicked {hl deny 
Amons themtelves tor ro comply 
And how can 1t be otherwiſe, 
dince they being ewlty Of F ice, 
Within themſelves perplexed are, 
And being mad, they none do ſpare ? 
From whence by Providence 1S olt 
This miracle ſeen ro be wroughr, 
That 3// men, ill nien good do make, 
For that from them they dammage take : 
S0 hating of their wickedneſs, 
They fly to Yerrxae for redrels, 
Dereſting for to be like rhem 
Whom they do hare above all men. 
For 
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| For only ſtrength that is divine 
| Can out of evi/ good retine. 
, Which it does doe in this reſpect, 
4 By giving it a gG00d effect. 
E For Order does all things entwine ; 
And what from nkodies decline, 
- Does ſo but ſeem, keeps the right way : 
| For where that Providence docs ſway, 
There ſurecan no Confuſion be. 
| Butit cannot be ſhew'd by me, 
| HowGod, who does to all pretide, 
* Does by his Providence them guide. 
Let it ſuffice that we do ſce 
| That God, who did Nature decree, 
| By mortals muſt be underſtood 
- Forto diſpoſe all things to good. 
| For thar all things he does produce 
 Heto his likeneſs does reduce : 
And does all Ei! baniſh by 
Courſe of fatal —_—_ 
From out his kingdom : ſo that we 
Conſidering the Deity, 
Mult know on earth 54 can't abound, 
Since nOplace tor it can be found. 
Bur I do fee you weary are, 
This weighty burthen for to bear , 
. Though'r reaſon be, prolixity 
Mult needs be tedious unto thee : 
Therefore I thee to recreate 
Some verſes ſweet will modulate. 


{ 
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Take them as a reſection, | 
Thy journey better thou'lt goe on, 


If thou the Laws of the mſi High 
Wilt with a knowing mind dejcry, 
Beh la the motions are above, 
How they do keep both peace and love. 
T hob Phoebus be er, 
Yet he doeth not | 
brs Siſter Phacbe's cold reſtrain : 
But they mutually , 
Do friendly comply, 
tc warm and cool the Earth af-un, 
Nor aces the Pele, on which the worla 
[s tuirn'd, acſire to be hurl'd 
Into the Sea, although he ſce 
All o: her Starys there drencht vo be. 
T he Evening-ſt ar 
Does alwarxes prepare 
the coming of the ſhady Night : 
T he Morn-ſtar does bring 
| T he joyful tiding 
of ery Day's appreching light. 
Ss that they do perpetually 
In Love agree and Umty : 
T his Love d:es baniſh from the Starrs 
All aiſcord, ſtrife, and civil warrs. 
By this Unity 
Th Flements agree, 
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fo that the meiſt yields to the dry, 
T he cold joyns in love 
With Fire that's above, 

and weighty Earth below aves ly. 


T his Love and this bleſt Unity. 
Cauſes the Spring ſo gay to be, 
Canſes the Summcr ripe the Corn, 
Ana Autumn to blow Plenty s horn, 
T bat well drive awa) 
Cold Winter we ma) : 
Lives ws all things that life ſuſt ain . 
And when that we d), 
Brings us preſently 
to our beginning back again 


While their Creator ſet on high 
Does govern them full erderly ; 
As King and Lord he all does (way, 
So from their order they can't ſtray. 
Yet be by bu: will 
Can make that ſtand flill 
whoſe order is to flow amain , 
And that make to ſt ray 
Whoſe oraer's to [tay, 


for none his power can reſtrain. 


But aid not he the ereatures bonnd, 
Ana them compell into a round, 

T hey ſoon exorbitant would grow, 
And would all order overthrow. 


Y, 
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'Tis Love mutual 
To good drives them all, 
and makes them that they do remains 
'T rs. Love 1s the thing 
T hat all things docs bring 


to their beginning back again. 
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Aſlever 


Doſt thou the conſequence now lee 

Ot all I have declar'd to thee ? 

What's that ? ſaid 1. Evn all, faid ſhe, 
Fortune, what ever, gooa tO be. 

And how, ſaid I, can that fame be ? 
Attend, and thou ſhalt ſee, {1d ſhe. 
Since that all Forrxxe, mild or hard, 
Conterred 1s or tor Reward, 

Or trial of the goed , or for 

The Puniſhment 0*ch* wicked, Or 
For theit® correion , 1t. 15 plain 

"I1s good, cauſe juſt, or for *tis garn. 
Thou truly doſt a0 queſtion ſtate ; 
And if I Providence and Fate 

(As thou to me halt lately taught) 
Conlider, itis firmly wrought, 
But I do think it may be plac'd 
Among thoſe things that rime do waſt , 
For thou didit lately tell ro me, 
Some things believed may not be. 
Lerihis be one, For why ? ſaidſhe. 
Becauſe that men do commonly 
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Aſever they i// Fortane have. 
Andifthat thou the ſame do crave, 
The vulgar ſpeech Ile not refuſe, 
But all humanity will uſe. 

Dog as you pleaſe, ſaid I. Then ſhe; 
Doſt thou not think that good to be 
That profitable is ? I do, 

Said I. Thou canſt not then but know 
That all whatever does correc, 

Or trial make, 's good 1n th'cftect. 
"Tis true, ſaid I, It mult be good, 
 Orelfe thou had{t not under{tood 

" This their condition for ro be 

Who, vertnous, with adverity 

A war do wage, nor thoſe that do, 
From Vice reclaim'd, Vert ae purſuc. 
*Tis plain, ſaid I, unto me now. 

But prithee further, what think'ſt thou 
Of what the good have as reward? 6 
Does the rude vulgar think that hard ? 
Why no, ſaid I ; but good, as *tis. 

But whar do they think then ot this, 
Whar bitrer is, and does reſtrain 

By puniſhment the wicked man ? 
Do they think this ſame goea to be ? 
No, bur the worlt of miſery. 

Then ſee, ſaid ſhe, how following 
The Vulgar's foohkſh bellowing, 
That ſame thing now is viſible, 
That you would have incredible. 
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As how? ſaid I. The ap" api ; 
Of chis is plain to ev'ry ſen 

That they who YVerrxedo poſleſs, 
Or cowards her are 1n pro 


Their Fortune 1s conclude 


c, 


oreſs, 


d 


But by che Vulgar's underſtood, 


That they who wicked do remain 
Bad Fortune have, if they have pain. 
It follows ſo. But who 1s wiſe, 


Said ſhe, does think Adve 
To bea trial, does make h 


And no more does the iſſue dread, 
Then does the valiant Chieftain do 
When to the batrel rrumpets blow. 


The difficulty is the thing 


Which unto both does honour bring » 


rhnes 
ead, 


One ſeeks in Glory for to riſe, 
The other is eſteemed Wiſe. 


Ard Fertxe does its name derive” - 
From Ys, *caufe it does ſtrongly ſtrive: 
And you who in the progreſs are 
Tow'rds Vertxe, ſurely do take care 
| Not to be pamper'd with delights, 


Nor to be pined with affci 


Bur *gainſt both Fortunes you pur 0 


A conquering reſolution. 


Leſt you Delights ſhould overflow, 

Or Sorrows ſhould you overthrow, 
{| You ſtrongly doa Meanendeayour. 
For it is ſure that whoſoever 


ghes : 


good - 
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Or ſhort does ſtay, or further goe, 
May have Felicity in ſhow, 

But never ſhall reward obtain, 

For all his labour and his pain. 

But if you will uprightly hive, 

You to your ſelves your Fortune give. 
For whatſoever Fortune s// 

Does ſeem, it 1s good Fortune [hill : 
For it the goed does exercile , 

Or elſe correct, or punifh vice. 


What greater pleaſure on the earth is found, 

T hen with ſtrong Difficulties for to cope, 

And then with wittory for to be crown'd ? 

Of this ſtout Agamemnon had great hopr, 

When before Troy he ten whole years did ly ; 

Fila With diſdain, he thought the time not ont, 

And exaed it With plorious vittory, 

By fire expiating his Brother's wrong. 

Which rather then he would wot bring to pa{[s, 

He ſacrific'd his only Danghter dear, 

Who to the Gods 6'th Wind a vittime was, 

T hat Neptune ſafe the Grecian Fleet might bear 

Ulyſles bis Companions did bewail, 

Whom cruel Cyclops in his den did cat ;, 

But he with blindneſs did the Cyclops quail, 

T hen joy did mitigate his ſadneſs great. 

Great Hercules renowned ts for toil : 

He aid the proud ambitions Centaurs tame, of 
{41118 
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And from the raging Lion took the ſpoil, 

And men-devouring Birds he made his game. 

He from the watchful Dragon aid fetch out 

The Gelden Apples, and did Horles feed 

, With Kingly fleſh ,, the Hell-dog led about, 

And from the monſler Hydra the world freed. 

He mage ſwift Achelous back to goe, 

And quell'd Antxus ox the Libyan ſand L 

He ard the fiery Cacus overthrow, 

Nor could the huge-tnsk'd Bore his force withſt and. 

With his ſtiff neck and brawny ſpoulders he 

The Heav'ns upheld. For theſe he gain a at laſt 

UP to the Gods tranſlated for to be, 

So who the Heav'ns upheld, the Heav'ns hold faſt. 
Theſe hioh examples let brave minds regard. 
Who toils tx Vertue, has a ſure reward, 
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V Hen this was ſaid, ſhe 1d begin 
uite orher matters to WEAVE 1N, 

Then I, her interrupting, ſaid, 

Thy exhortation is well laid, * 

And ought obſerved for to be 

Coming from thy authority. 

Bur ſince that I do find it true 
Now by experience, that which you 
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| - Of Provigence to me didtell, 

That many queſtions thence would ſwell, 
From thee I do delire to know 
Whether that Chaxce or be, or no, 
And what it is. I will, ſaid ſhe, 

Make good my promiſe unto thee , 
And unto thee the way will ſhow, 
How thou in ſafety home may'lt goe. 
The things 1 was about to ſay, 
oved that they much profit may, 
Yet they from our ſet purpoſe were , 
But T did offer them, for fear 
Leſt with theſe heavy burthens preſt, 
Thou ſhouldeſt tire tor want of reſt. 
Of that, ſaid I, no fear can be, 

T hey rather eaſe do bring to me. 
Beſides, if thy diſcourſe appear 

With Truths on all ſides to be clear, 
Of all which does thereof ariſe 
There's no man ſure will doubt that's wilc, 
Thy way, ſaid ſhe, Te follow then , 
And inthis manner ſhe began. 

If that without a Cauſe be lent 
Unto raſh motion an Event, 
If any one this Chance do call, 
I doaverre there's none at all : 


Anda vain voice itis alone, 

Without ſignification. 

For where can Chaxce have any room 
Where God to order all does doom 2 
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That Nothing does from nothing riſe, 
IS truth avs ary ch' ancient wiſe, 
Even by thoſe _ nothing tell 
Of the effecting principle , 
Bur all their knowledge only was 
Material ſubjett, nature, cauſe. 
But it that any thing doth ſpring 
From no Caxſe, it does from Nothing 
Seem to come : hurtifchis can'c be, 
Then neither can there poſlibly 
Be that ſame Chance lately detin'd. 
And what, ſaid I, can we then find 
In the whole world nothing ar all 
Thar Fort#ne we Or Chance may call ? 
Or 1s there ſomething (lies unknown 
To th* Vulgar) by theſe terms is ſhown? 
In Ariſtotle's Phyſicks thou 
Iruly mayeſt the reaſon know. 
AShow? ſaid I, whey any thing, 
Sates he, by accident does bring 
Tolight ſome other thing then Was 
[Intended by the moving canſe, 
T his ts calld Chance : aSit a man 
For tillage does plough up a Jawn, 
And does a hidden treaſure find, 
'Tis preſently to Chaxce aflign'd ; 
But wrongly, ſince it does not paſs 
From mothing, for it cauſes has, 
The which, *cauſe they were not toreſcen, 
A Chance does make it for to ſeem. 
SO | 


_ For: 


For if the Hnsbandman had not 
| The ground broke up, nor t 'other pur 
"The treaſure there, * had nor been found 
Now thou doſt ſee the cauſe and ground ; 
It does trom (ev'ral cauſes come, 
Not from the Agent's intention. 
For neither he that hid the gold, 
Nor he that did the plough-ltaff hold, 
Intended it ſhould come to pals ; 
But, as I ſaid, it only was 
Concur ring canſer chat did bid 
The one dig up what th' other hid. 
Then Chance by us may be detir'd, 
Event from Cauſes that are joyn'd. 
Now Cauſes do concurre and grow 
From a Connexion which does flow 
From that inevitable Read 
Which does from - Providence proceed, 
Which does all things (ſeen in the cloſe) 
In time and place rightly diſpoſe, 


Among the rocks 
whereas thoſe people awell 
Who ao with mocks 
thetr eyemics all quell, 

Whilſt flying hos 
Do with their acadly darts 
T heir followers ſlay, 
them piercing to the hearts, 


150 of the Conſolation Book V, 


T here 
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T here Tigris does, 

there does Euphrates riſe ; 
T his one Way goes, 

that th* other ſwiftly flies. 
| Should they anite 

and both together run, 
With all the micht 

of Flouds that to them come, 
T here's mthing could 

thetr raving force mithſt anay 
Deſt roy they would 

all t he whole neg bb” ring land. 
Tres they would tear 

from out the firmeſt gronnd ; 
T hey wought Woula ſpare, 

but all things would confound ; 
If not confin a 

their chancls for to keep, 

hy that high Alind 

that law gives tothe Deep. 
It rs juſt. ſo 

with Fortune s raging (pro bt 
Who all dyes know, 

dees force ber to dee right. 


I do it underſtand, ſaid I, 

And with thy iudoment do comply. 
But with thy Caxſes doeſt thou 
To man at all Free-will allow ? 
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Or does this fatal Chain up ty 
Mens minds, that they move not freely ? 
No, there's no nature reaſonable, 

Bur 1s endued with Free-w:/l. 

What things ſoever Reaſon do 

By nature uſe, uſe J«dgmrnt t00, 

By which they with a lively ſenſe 

Eas'ly diſcern the difference 

'Twixt what is good and what 1s bad, 
What's to be left, what's to be had. 
Then who of Reaſon has the $kill, 

He freedom has to w4ll, or mill. 

But I'le not ſay that unto all 

This Freedom 18 alike equall ; 

For that the ſubſtances Divine 

Have J«dgments that are clear and fine, 
Wills uncorrupted, and what they 

Do will, they by their Power may. 

But it is of neceſſity 

That humane minds weft free ſhould be, 
When they in ſpeculation are 

Of the High God: leſs when they care 
For th* body take; /eaft when that they 
Let earthly vanities chem ſway. 

But yer their greateſt bondage is, 
When they do ſell themſelves to F ice - 
Reaſon $ poſſeſſion then they quit , 
And putting from their eyes the light 
Of Truth, they into darkneſs fall, 

And lewd aff ions worſt of all . 
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To which conſenting, they do bring 
Upon themſelves a languiſhing, 

And they by this their being free 

Throw themſelves into ſlavery. 

Yer ſtill high Providence does ſee 

All things from all eternity, 

' Andto the merits of each tare 

Does give, as they'r predeſtirate. 
All things does he 

Roth hcur and ſee, 


Homer aid ſweetly ſing 
bright Phacbus praiſe : 
Tet he cannot lock in 
the Earth s dark wanes . 
Nor can he picrce with 5 eye 
the Ocean clear. 
. To him that made the Sky 
all things appear , 
No Earth ates ſtana between _ _.. 
hu knowing ſiobt, 
Nothing by him's unſeen 
#th* garkeſt might. 6 
With one thought of his mind 
he clear does ſee 
Whatever was deſign a 
or ere ſhall be. | 


Then he that does bchold the tocal ſumme, 


He truly may be call'd the brighteſt Sun, 


| I now, 
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I now, ſaid T, confounded am 
Far more then when that you began. 
. How can that be ? ſaid ſhe : yet 1 
Conjecture where your doubts do ly. 
Theſe things, ſaid I, too much oppoſe 
To be betievd, That God foreknows 
All chings that are, or ere ſhall be, 
_ Andto believe the Will 1s free. 
For 1t that God does all things ſee, 
And by no means deceiv'd can be, 
Itis a neceſſary caſe, 
What he foreſees muſt come to pals. 
Wheretore if from eternity 
Not only deeds, but counſels he 
And darkeſt thoughts of men foreknew, 
Then a Free-will cannot be true. 
For there no Ac can be alone, 
But z:/ alſo there can be none, 
Hid trom the divine Providence, 
In his unerring preſcience. 
For if that things another way 
Then was foreſcen quite alter may, 
Foreknowledpe cercainly there's none, 
Bur rather an Opinion, 
 Whichto believe of God above 
Is impious. Nor doI approve 
The reaſon, which ſome men reſolve 
This knorty queſtion-does diſſolve. 
They ſay that nothing comes to paſ's 
a. Cauſe it foreſeen or forcknown was ; 
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But contrary, for that *twoula be, 
Hith Providence did it foreſee. 

It to, the ſame neceſlity 

As well 1s for the contrary. 

For *tis not neceſlary thar 

What is foreſcen muſt theretore hap; 
- Bur this does neceſſary feem, 

| What-ere docs hap, it was foreſeen. 

' ASit we labour'd tor ro know 

Which of theſe two the cauſe ſhould ſhow ; 
Whether For, knowleage Tiles from 
Neceſlicy of things [0 COMME, 

Or the Neceſſity does grow | 

From the Fore-knowledge. Burt Vle ſhow 
That howloe're things order'd be, 

Th* event of things 15 neceſſary, 

Though Providence don't ſeem © inferre 
Neceſſity. For if that there 

One lit, and I him firring view, 

That he does fit I do think true : 

Again, if that my thought be true, 

Thar he does {it mult be true to00. 

In both then there's necetlity, 

To fir, and allo true to be. 

But therefore ſure he does not fit, 

Becauſe that I fo think of it : 

But therefore I ſo think of it, 

Becanſe *cis true that he does fit. 

v0 thouph the cauſe of truth proceed 

Bn from one part. yet there isnced 
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Of relative community, 
Or we this point ſhall ne re agree. 
We muſt make the like interence 
Of Future things, and Providence , 


Who *cauſe things muſt be, does foreſce, 


Bur her foreſight don'c make them be. 
So neceſſary it does ſeem 
That things to come ſhould be foreſeen, 
Or elſe what things God does foreſce 
Should fall our neceſſarily. 

So take*r which way ſoe're you will, 

It muſt needs br Bs aa Free-wll. 
Beſides,is' nor prepoſterous, 

That worldly chings ſhould be the cauſc 
Of God's eternal Preſcience ? 

And pray what other 1s't in ſenſe, 

To ſay, becauſe that things mult be, 
That therefore God does them foreſee, 
Then for to ſay, what's come to pals, 
Of Providence the great cauſe was ? 
Beſides, if I do know a thing, 

I know alto it has being : 

And if that 1 know ought ſhall be, 

I know it neceſſarily 

Whence follows that no man can ſhun 
Whar in Fore-knowledge muſt be done. 
Laſtly, if any one conceive 

A thing to be, that may deceive, 

Thatis no X nowleapge certainly, 

But Opinion's uncertainty, 
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Which from the truth of Knowledge 1s 
Far diſcrepant. Then truth it 18, 
Thatifa x rs be tor to be, 

pur yet nor of necellity, 

It cannot poſlibly be ſhown, 

That the Ro thing could be foreknown : 
For Knowledge is a thing fo pure, 

It no falſe mixrare will endure , 

So that if ought conceived be 

By it, it is of certainty. 

For this cauſe Kuowledge cannot ly, 

| Becauſe that of neceſlicy 

Whatever it does apprehend 

Muſt be the ſame unto the end. 
How then ? by what means can God know 
That things uncertain will be ſo? 

Forif he thinks chat things will be 
Inev'tably, that may not be, 

He is deceiv'd : which for to ſpeak 

Or think of Ged is wicked, weak. 

Again, if ſo that he foreſee - - —- —- 
Things as they are, ſuch for to be, 

Or not to be, to come to pals, 

Or not to come, what «kill, alas, 

IS this, which does not comprehend 
Whar ſtableis or ſure 1'ch* end ? 

It as ridiculous mult be 

AS was Tireſias Prophecy ; 

What-e're I ſay,or ſure muſt be, 

Or ſure it is it muſt not be, 
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In what does Divine Providence 

Excell the $kill of humane ſenle, 

If that, as men, uncertain he 

Does judge th' event of things to be 7 
 Butif that noupht uncertain can 

Be unto him that is certain, 

Then the event muſt certain be 
Of whatſoe're he does foreſee, 

. Which thing all Liberty expels 

From humane actions and counſels ; 
If all theſe withour falſity 
The Heav'nly Mind does ſurely ſee, 
And them does bind and does conſtrain 
Unto events that are certain. 

This granted, what confuſion 
Muſt all humane affairs pur on ? 

In vain Rewards propounded are 
To th? good, Pains to the ;/,, it there 
Be no free motion Of the mind, 

But Neceſſity does it bind. 

And that will high Injuſtice ſeem 
Which we moſt juſt do now elteem, 
The wicked for to puniſh, or 
The good reward , ſince neither's tor 
Their owndeli or probity 
Receiv'd, but of neceſlity. 

Vertue or Vice there will be none, 
\ But of all things contuſion. 

And then, (then which there nothing can 

Be more blaſphemous thought by man) 
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If Providence do all things guide, 
And humane Will to ut be ty'd, 

It follows that our V ices mult 

Be laid on him that is molt juſt. 
Nor will there any reaſon ſway 
Why cither we ſhould hope, or pray. 
For what does hope or pray'r avail, 
If the determin'd end can't fail ? 

No converſation there will be 

'Iwixt Mortals and the Deity: 

For it no hope at all remain, 

To pray will be cſteem'd bur vain. 
But 1f by juſt Humility 

We have acceſs to th' Deity, 

And by ir do of grace partake, 

Which 1s the only means can make 
Us happy, and by which men can 
With God have Converſation, 

By which they to that light are joyn'd 
Inacceilible by mankind, _ 
And do thereby a/l good obtain , 
It thar, I ſay, pray*r be made vain 
By holding of Neceſſity, 

Then by what other means ſhall we 
Stick taſt unto, and be made one 
With the great Prince of Vacn ? 

All men it muſt to ruine brings, 

It (as thou didſt bur lately ſing 

They from their fountain ſever'd are, 
And in the Deity don't ſhare. 


 Hew © 
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How does Erinnys break the leanme of things ? 
What ſpirit is't that ſuch contention flings 
Between two truths, ſuch mighty warfare brings ? 
How 15't that ſingly things de clearly ſtand, 

But joyn d ſo dark are, none them unacrſt and ? 
Or ut, that all truths ao goe handin hand ? 


No but the Soul, that here is but a queſt, 
' With cloudy members of dull fleſh oppreſt, 
| Cannot attain to know what things are beſt. 


Why ſhould ſhe they with zeal burn like to fire? 
Why hidden waies of Trath ſhould ſhe deſfore, 


Whenas ſhe here can nought but doubts acquire? 


Tf ſhe the things that ſhe defres aves kyow, 
Why then with ſcruples does ſhe vex them [0 ? 
Why dves ſhe toil ſo much them to re-know ? 


Tf ſhe knows not, why does ſhe, being blind, 
Seek them to know ? who ever wiſh'd to find 
He knew not what, or ſought to catch the wind * 


What if ſhe find them? yet they being found, 
How ſhall ſhe know their natures for to bound, 
When ſhe herſelf in ignorance is drown'd ? 


Or for that ſe firſt came from God above, 
Muſt all things which here and abeve do move 
No Cauſes bave, but what ſhe does approve ? 


She now with cloudy fleſh is mantled or'e , 
And 


Andthough ſome things of what ſhe knew before 
She does retain, her knowleage 15 but poor. 


Tet who ſetks Truth, he does not dee amiſs , 


Thonoh be can't come to know't, yet he gains this, 


That he not wheol b, thereof 19n rant is. 


Some things he does ro memory commut ; 
High things he dees admire, and bigh wit 
He ſcans with reaſon, and retains what s fit 


This, ſaid ſhe, is an old complaint, 

Canvaſt and ſcrutin'd by that quaint 

Diſtributer of Divination, 

Cicero, and thy ſelf art one \ 

That much has roil'd in'c : but as yet 

There's none of you has had che wir 
Sufficiencly to find it our. 

The reaſon ofit 1s; no doubr, 

Cauſe blindneſs of Humamity 


Can't fee Divine Simplicity, - -- --- 


Nor comprehend the notions great 

Of heav'nly things in her conceit : 

To which it that ſhe could atcain, 
There would no doubt at all remain 
But I the ſame with my beſt Skill 

Open to lay endeavour will. 

But firſt I muſt thoſe doubts remove 
Are by thee moy'd, and do thee move. 
Ard firſt I do demard ot thee, 

Why thou not reaſonit to be 

M 


Doſt 
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Doſt think, that nothing comes:to paſs 
'Cauſe it Foreſeen or Foreknown Was. 
It only ſeeks for to maincain =» 
Preſcience, don't Free-will reſtrain , 
Nor itat all the cauſe to be 

Of the Event's neceſſity. 

Doſt thou bring any arguments 

For the necefliry of Events, 

But *cauſe that God does chem Forcice 
They muſt be of wen ai ? | 
But 1f Foreknowledge docs not bring 
Neceſſity upon the thing, 

As thou thy ſelf didſt late expreſs, 

When thou the ſame thing didſt confeſs, 
How 1s't,of things voluntary | 
That the Event muſt certain be ? 

I will thee an example ſhow, 

Thereby the conſequence to know. 

: Suppoſe there were no Preſciexce, 
Couldſt thou, doſt think, affirm in ſenſe, 
That what proceedeth from rhe y/:/, 
Neceſſity does it compel ? 

Why, no. Ler's then again ſuppoſe 

_ Preſcience, and thar it does impoſe 
On nothing a Neceſſity. 

' The Freedom of the +l! wilt be 
As abſolute the ſame alone, 

ASif Preſcience there were none. 
But thou wilt ſay, Although there be 
By Preſcience n0 neceſſity 
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Of the Event, a fig it 1s 

Things ſo to happen cannot miſs. 
By the ſame reaſon, the ſame thing 

Had hapt had no Preſcience bin. 

A " does alwaies fomethins ſhow, 

Bur does not cauſe it to be fo. 

Wherefore who this does not allow, 

Muſt firſt demonſtratively ſhow, 

That certainly nothing can be 

But it 15 from Neceſſity, 

Before that he can make'r appear 
Foreknowledge does this title bear. 

If there be no Neceſſity, 

Then Preſcience no Sign can be 

Of what is not. Beſides proots malt 

Not upon men by Sigs: be thruſt, 

But by firm Reaſons, proofs well wrought, 
From cauſes neceffary brought. * 
Bur by what means may things not be, 
Which for to be God does Foreferc ?-- 
*Tis true there is no means, bur thar 
What God Forefees to be tuft hep. 
For though 1 dor't behieve ar all 
What Ged Foreſees maft nor befall , 
Yet though it muſt befill, ſay I; 

It 1s nor of neceſſity 
From irs own nature. This co be 
A truth 1'le plainty ſhew to thee. 
There's mny « thtrip before our eyes, 
White doing; that ehistrath deſcries: 
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As he that drives a Coach or Cart, 
Does many things to ſhew his arr. 
For ſhould Wecefſity compel], 

In vain the Artiit ſhould excell. 

So other things conclude may we 
Not to be of wecrſſity. 

W hich as they've no neceſſity 

Of being, betore that they be, 

So they without neceſſity 

Do happen,when they come to be. 

It follows then ſome things be tree, 
In th' event, from Neceſſity. 

And yet there's none will ſay what's done, 
Before *twas done, was not to come. 
By this th* event of things is ſhown 
For to be free, although Foreknown, 
For as there's no neceſſity 
Of knowing things that preſent be, 

 Futas they'r done, or left undone , 
Juſt ſo it is of things to come. 

Bur likely *tis rhou doſt ſuppoſe 
There no Forekpowledpe is ot thoſe 

Things whoſe event's not weceſſary, 
Becauſe their natures diſagree. 
For thou may*ſt think of Preſcience 
Neceſſity the conſequence , 

Andit there's no Neceſſity, 
Then no Forekyowledge can there be 


For Knowledge rought can comprehend 
I hatis not certain in the end, 
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And if th* ovexr uncertain be, 
And it as certain we foreſee, 
Tis plain that X newledge it 18 none, 
Bur dark and cloudy Opinion. 

For otherwiſe a mind to bear 

Ot things, or Cauſes, then they are, 
Thou think'*(t it much averſe to be 
To Knowledge's integrity. 

The cauſe of which thy error's this, 


Becauſe thou think'ſt that what kyown 15, 


By 11S own force and nature's knows ; 
But the contrary ſhall be ſhown. 

All chat is kyxown, 1s not known by 

The force that in it ſelf does ly ; 

But the force hies,as I ſuppoſe, 

Ih" faculty of him that kyows. 

| Thatthis a perteR cruth mult be, 

I'le by.example ſhew to thee. 

Suppoſe a body round tO be, EE LR ew 
The Eye this bodie's form does ſee, 
The Hand it feels, that it 1s round 
We by two diffrent waies have found. 
The Eye it viewing with light clear, 
Unto he Mind its torm does bear : 


The Hand, by joyning to the thing, 
And round about it compalling, 
Does ſo the rounaneſs of it find, 
And it conveies unto the Mind. 

So Scyſe a Man does one Way lee, 
Imagination diverſly, 
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Reaſon a way not like theſe other, 

| And «xderſtanding quite another. 

| By Senſe the figure as 'tis plac'd 

{ In the material thing 's imbrac'd. 

Imagination form does fee 

Without AMateriatity. | 

Bur Reaſoy yet does higher fly, 

Conſiders univerſally 

The Species of ev'ry kind, 

In the particulars affign'd. 

Bur Underftanding yet more high 

Does ſoar, and fixes its bright eye, 

While it with knowing beams does pierce 

Above the frame o*ch* Univerſe, 

And with pure ſight o*ch* Mind does ſee 

The ſimple form from all theſe free. 

SO 'tis, that the ſuperior 

Comprehends the inferior , 

_But x inferior in no wiſe 
To the ſuperior can arife. 

So that the Se»/e no Senſe can tind, 
If it co th' Matter be not joyn'd ; 
Imagination cannor ſee 
Of Kind ch* Univerſality , 

| Neither can Re4/ox comprehend 
Of ſimple Forms the utmoſt end : 

But Underſtanding, from an high 
Once caſting down her knowing eye, 
Does ſtraight the ſimple forms conceive 
Ot all chings that are underneath ; 
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But ſhe the Forms diſcerneth (o, 

As none o'ch* reſt can them ſo know. 
Reaſon's Univeriality, 

Seyſe's Vateriality, 

Imagination's Form, all theſe 

She comprehenderh with much eale ; 
Yet Reaſon does and 40s retaſe, 

Nor does Imagination uſe, | 
But with one ſtroke o'th* mind does ſhe 
See and know all things Formally. 
The ſame thing Reaſon, whenas ſhe 
Beholds Univerſality, 

Imagination does nor uſe, 

And totally does Sexſe refuſe, 

Yet things Imaginable and 

Senſible ſhe does comprehend. 

For Reaſon does deſcribe truly 

Thus her Univerſality. 

A Man's a creature animal, 

That's two-foored, and rational.-- --- 
This is a notion'known to all 

In't ſelf to be univerſal ; 

Yet it Imagination does 

And Senſe contain}, ev'ry man. Knows : 
Thought no uſe at alldoes make 

In all the notions it does take 

Of Senſe, or [magination, 

But Rational conception. 

Imagination does the ſame : 
Though ſhe all Forms and'Figures frame = 
M 4 I| ch 
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of the Conſolation 
Fth' mird, by ſenſe of Touch and Sight, 
Yer they laid by, ſhe judges right 
Of things, not by any reaſon 
Of Senſe, but Imagination. 
Then doſt thou not now plainly ſee, 
Fth? knowledge of all things that be, 
All their own Power and Faculty 
Do uſe, not their's, they are known by ? 
Nor 15 this any injury ; 
For ſince all Judgment judg'd mult be 
The a& of him ; 2 judgement gave, 
'Tis neceſſary he ſhould have 
Full power unto him conſien'd, 
Not by another be contin'd. 


T be ancient Chairs and Schools were fill'd 
with old men and obſcure, 
Who into th minds of men inſtill'd 
Out Ward things only, did procure 
To th' Mind Idea's that were ſure. 


As When we bave in readineſs 

' A Paper that i white, 
We wont are on it to impreſs 
Letters that ao reſemble night . 
So we the Minds 1dea's write. 


But if the Mind xo mgtions make 
that are her proper own, 
But does from outward things them take, 
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Like Glaſſes ſhow but what ts ſown, 
Whence ſhe fees all things would be knows , 


WWhense ſhe all ſingle thines beholas, 
or them divided knows ; 
Whence 'tis that ſhe all hints enfobde, 
What from the higheſt Hea ven flows, 
And what on the Earth's ſurface grows . 


With this ſame khnowleavze ſpe repleat 
with Truth dies Fal, Boed gall, 

No K nowledge [tire Cn be fo great 

Which aces from ertward Ob "is fall, 

As that which comprel ends thi all. 


Tet living creatures Paſſions bave, 
which ao the Alind excite ;, þ 
Each Obje(t aves attention crave, 
Both of the Hearins and the $ioht : 
And this their forms does bring to light. 
And thus the Mind to onward things 
her knoWledoe aves apply : © 
Net that the o::tward Objeft brings 
Unto it an) novelty, - 
For it knew all intrinſicly. 2 


And ifin Bodies it be fo, 
Their ourward forms by Sey/e to know, 
The outward Objet mult reflect 
Upon the Senſe Lp it affect; 

And that we co the Paſlions tind 
Precede the ARtions of the Vind, 
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: Anddopravoke the Soul toſtirre 

* Thoſe inward forms ly hid in her, 

* Ifrhat theſe bodies right to know, 

* TheMindto Paſſions this does ow, 
Although ſhe Paſlions do at length 

| Subdue by her own force and ſtrength , 
| How much more do thoſe things that be 
{ From Corporal Aﬀections free, 

The outward Objects not attend, 

But to the Mind their powers bend ? 
Wherefore there is of Knowledges 
Like diff 'rence as of Subſtances. 

Some creatures motionleſs, have Sexſc, 
Bur they wanr all other ſcience , 

As Shel-fiſh, which to rocks ſtick faſt, 
And thence du:nouriſhment exhault. 
The Beaſts and: Birds that uſe motion, 
Have Senſe and [magination, 

By which they fit chings cover do, 

And ſeek all dangers to eſchew. 

Reaſon does only Man define, 

And Underſtanding is divine. y þ 
'Sothat ſame Knowledge excels ſure 
Which excells of its own nature, 
And does not only its own ſhow, 
But does all others Objects know. 

If Senſe and Imagination 
\ Then ſhould riſe up againſt Reaſos, 
And this ſame their conteſt ſhould be, 
There's no Univerſality, 
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of Philoſophy. 
AS Reaſon thinks ſhe does behold, 
| And thus their argument fhould hold , 
| Whatever thing is Sexſible, 
Or that is Imaginable , 
{ That Vniverſal cannot be : 
If Reaſoy's judgment true then be, 
Then nothing can. be Senſible, 
No nor yet [maginable , | 
For many things ro her are known 
Subjet ro Imagination 
And FSeyſe, then vain1s the conceit 
Of Rraſon, which does Objects treai 
That in their natures Single be 
With her Univerſality. 
Thus Reaſon's anſwer would be free, 
That in Univerſality 
She does behold what's Scz/ible, 
And what 15 [mavinable, 
But their weak Knowledge cannot fly 
Up to Univerſality, 1 
"Cauſe they no Knowledge have at all 
'Bove Figures and Forms Corporeal. 
Then certainly we mutt affirm, 
That Knowledge for to be molt firm, 
As alſo to be moſt perfect, 


W hich knows both Form: and the Efﬀett. 


In this contention, ſurely we, 
Indu'd with Reaſos'S faculty, 
That have [magination 

And Sex/r alſo to work upon, 
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172 of the Conſolation 
* Cannot in reaſon but atteſt, 
That Reaſon's cauſe is much the belt. 
Juſt ſo it is, when Reaſon does 

Think that God's U nderft anaing KNOWS 
Things yet to come no otherwite 

Then ſhe does think ſhe them deſcries : 
For thus thou ſay'(t, If th' event be 

Not certain and neceflary, 

Then a Foreknwledge of the ſame 
Alſo can no way be certain. 

Hence, of theſe things thou dolſt alledge 
Thar there can be no Foreknowleage , 
And it there be, nought certainly 

Can bap, but of weceſſity. 

If as we have of Reaſon part, 

Ged fudement would divine 1umparr, 

As we already did conclude 

All Sexſe and T h1xght for to be rude, 
*"Caule they to Reaſon would not yield, 
So Reaſon mult ſubmit the held 

Toth' Underſtanding Divine Mind. 
Then granting that our Reaſon's blind, 
Let us unto chat height aſpire, 

Where Reaſon, when ſhe bo got higher, 
Will ſee thoſe things, and plainly too, 
 Whichin her ſelf ſhe could not do; 
Which 1s, that thoſe things which have no 
Certain event, God does Foreknow ; 
 Andrhat Opinion this is none, 

| Butrather higheſt notion, 
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Bound 


Bound up in that Simplicity 
" That by nothing can bourdcd be. 


On earth what ſev ral kings 
of Creatures are ! 
Pafon the Serpent lines, 
yet he us fair . 
His shin no [oil will take, 
though he does creep, 
Ter be dots furrows make, 
and av ſt does [weep 
Birds « ſe their wings to fly 
upon the wind, 
/l bs; in the air full ligh 
a paſſage find. 
Pcaits Cound on the ground, 
thur ſteps appear, 
By which in Woeas oft omni a, 
they hunted arc 
All few "ral firm' d you {ef 
in Natnre's bock . 
« Tet all in this agree, 
0u Earth they lock 
Man enly does erect 
his ſtately Erown, 
To th Earth gives no reſpcct 
noreye throws down. 
If Earth don't thee inchant, 
thy Form aves teach, 
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of the Conſolution Book V, 
For all things thou canſt want 

to Heavy n to reach, 
But if thou Earth do love, and to it truſt, 


T by Boay will above thy Soul be thruſt. 


Then as to thee before was ſhown, 
Whate're is known, it is not known 
By its own nature, but by his 

By whom it comprehended 1s. 

Let's now the Divine ſubſtance ſee 
With care and with ſobriety ;, 

\ That ſecing it, we may alſo 

Know what it is that he does know. 
Firſt then, God is confeſt by all 
Thar Reaſon have, to b' eternal. 
The thing that muſt conſider'd be 
Is, what 1s this Eternity. 

For this will unto us declare 

What's knowledge and what's narure are; 
Eternitie's full poſſeſſion 

Of life, without concluſion, 

This unto us will plain appear 

It temp'ral things we do compare. 
All things that live do proceed from 
Times paſt, go on to time to come ; 
And there's no one that can embrace 
Ar one inſtant all the whole ſpace 
Of his whole Life;knows nor next day. 
Nor is what he was yeſterday. 


Ip ie es fri 


Nor 


\ Bock. of Philoſophy. 
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Nor in this very preſent day 
Does he of's Lite more time enjoy, 
Then one moment tranſitory, 
In which co Move, or Speak, or Die, 
Then none of t:me can be more free 
Then Time can make himſclt ro þe. 


Though that (as Arsfeorle {aid 


O*"h' World) it 110 Beganning bad, | 


' No End ſoall have, it Lite, 1 lay, 


With Time enduer (thould tor aye, 

It could not rightly be a ehing 

That might be call'd Everlafting- 

For though that Life were injinite, 

It could nor at one time unite 

All its'whole courte, being barr'd trom 
All the whoie time that is to come. 
Then that ſame which does comprehend 
All that whole Lite which has no <nd, 
All chat 1s paſt knows certainly, 

All that's to come does plainly ice, 
That ſame muſt the Erermad be. © 
And this is ot neceſſity : | 

For that he in himſelt alone 

Has all perfe& poſſeſſton, 

Makes all things preſent him athit, 

And alſo carries 1n bis fiſt 

The all and whole inhmuty 

Of Time, that has mobility. 

But very largely they miſtake, 
Who from Plato's opinion, take 
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4 276 , of the Conſolation 


This frame to be coeternal 

With him that framed this ſame All, 
Becauſe that Plato this has penn'd, 
Tt wr Beeinning had, nor End: 
And they do think to prove by ths, 
The World (as Ged) Eternal 1s, 
For it is one thing for to have 

Life without end, which Plato gave 
To th' World, and it is another 
(As *ris eaſte for to gather ) 

Ar oneinſtant for ro embrace 

The whole and ey*ry part o*ch' ſpace 
Of this ſame Life, the whuch 1s plain 
Only in God for to remain. 

Nor yet does the Creator feem 
Then Creatures older to hage been 
By time's ſtretch'd meaſur'd Quanrnity, 
But by's nature's Simplicity. 

The world does ſtrive to imitate 
God's preſent motionleſs eſtate ; 

And ſince he cannot equalir, 

By motion he does vie with it, 

And ſtead of God's Simplicity, 

He , by infinite quantity 

Ot time that's paft and time to come, 
Does with him for the garland run. 
And {ince at once he can't embrace 
The whole and ev'ry part o'rh* ſpace 
Ot his whole Life, by being ſtill, 

He ſeemsin part to have his will, 


Bindings 


J Binding himſelf to each moment, 
That ſo he may be permanent , 
And unto all it queſtion, can 
This anſwer truly make, / am. 
More words to ſpeak he cannot itay, 
But to make*r good he takes his way 
| Ofeverlaſting journeying, 
His Peing ſo continuing ; =» 
$0 going on, all thar long ſpace 
* (He can't at once) he does embrace 
 Whereforc if that ot Plato we 
- Will followers exactly be, 
- We muſt high God Erernel call, 
- Andth* Univerſe Perpetwal. 
Since then by nature 1t 1s fo, 
That ev'ry judgment hart does know 
Which under it 18 plac'd, and that 
God ſtill enjoys a preſent ftare, 
And that his Knowledge does ſurmonar 
x All that can bein Time's account, 
8. Ard that he ever does remain, 
* Andin Simplicity does reign, 
EF And does the ſpaces infinite 
Of paſt and what's to come une, 
al chat they all unto him are 
AS if they now at preſent were ; 
If thus thou wilt God's Preſcienc# 
Conſider with an upright ſenſe, 
Thou certainly wilt find, that he 
Does rather all chings preſent = 
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” 178 Of the Conſolation Book Y, 
” Then thathe does ar diſtance roam 

At any thing that 15 to come. 1 
And for this cauſe, not Previdence B 
It called is, but Providence, ES 
Becauſe he from his high Aſpect I, 
- Has all the world in his ProſpeR. 
Bur why doſt thou require ſhould be 
Of choſe things a xcceſſity 
Which the Divine mind does forchno\w, 
And yet of Mex thou doſt nor ſo ? 

It thou a thing do preſent ſee, 

Does thy ſight makes Neceſſity ? ; 
Why no, hen it ſo be we dare ; 
Low things with High tor co compare, 5 
As thou doſt things at preſent lee, 

So Goa does with's eternal eye. 

| Nor does this Foreknowleape alter 

Or the property, or nature ; 

Yet he in preſent docs them ſee, 

AS they in rime to come will be, 

And with one glance of's mind dues know 
What things mult weceſſary flow, 

Alſo what things beiides muſt be 

That are not of xeceſſity, 

As when at once you with your eyes 

Seea Man walk, and the Sun riſe ; 
Though ar one glance you do deſcry 

Them both, yer you know certainly, 

Thar one is of neceſſity, 
The other's but valumtary, 
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$0 God beholding from above 


| Things char unto their end do move, 


Does not alter their qza/z:ty, 
Or make them ot neceſſity ; 
Yet he does them all "rt at (ce, 
As they in Fntrye are £0 be. 
So that Opinion this 15 none, 
Bur rather Iigheſt norton 
'Stabliſh'd in ernrb, when he does fee 
That ſuch a thing ſhall certain be, 
And yet withall he it does know 
Not from zeceſſity to flow. 
It unto this chou do reply, 
What God ſees of xeceſſity 
Mult come to paſs, and me wilt ty 
Unto this word Neceſſity ; 
I will confeſs it 15 moſt rrue, 
Bur ſuch a truth as none can view 
Not well $Kkill'd in Divinty. 
For thar may be neceſſary, 
If ſo that it referred be 
Unto the high Divinity, 
Which in its proper nature weigh'd 
May frce and abſolnte be ſaid. 
There's a twofold Neceſſity : 


One Simple , that Aft men muſt ave , 


The other 1s Conditional, 

And may, or it may not betall , 

As if thou ſee a man to goez 

That he does goe mult needs be (0. 
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3 Then It 15 of neceſſity 3 


Book V. 


For what thou know'ſt, that needs mult be, 


” But the Condition does not draw 
* Simply with it that »cedfal law ; 
It does not from the Nattire grow, 
But the Condition makes it ſo. 
Neceſſity did nor compel| 
Him tor to goe,or to [tand (till ; 
Bur ifhe goe, it then muſt be 
That he goes of weceſſity, 
Juſt ſo, 1t Providence do fee 
Ought Preſent, 'c1s neceſſary, 
Although that in'ts own property 
There is not a neceſſity. 
- But God at preſent does ſee all 
\. That by free-wi/ll ſhall ere betall, 
And this, if we do Ged refpeR, 
IS weceſſary in th' effe&, 
By that condition which alone 
Is ty?d to the Divine notion. 
But if that it conſ1der'd be 
In its own Nature, itis tree. 
Without all doubt thoſe things ſhall be 
Which Divine Providence does (ee : 
And yet of them there are ſome till 
Proceed, not torc'd, but from frce-wil!, 
Which do not loſe their nature, thoug|t 
By being they muſt needs be fo ; 
Becauſe it might have been fo, thar 
| Their bejvg never might have hape, 
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In no manner yeceſſary, 
It by that ſame x0" 

Which 1s placed in God alone 
They do FA happen for to be 
AS it they were necefſar) "7 
Juſt as1 ſaid awhile agoe, 
The Sx does riſe, a Man does goe ; 
Which while they doe fo, it can*c be 
Burt their ſo doing muſt weeds be : 
But yet before theſe came ro paſs, 
One of them neceſſary was, 
The other not, So ev'ry thing 


Godpreſent ſces, rime forth ſhall bring ; 
Bur ſome from rh* agent's power ſhall be, 


And others trom neceſſity. 

Then rightly we do hence declare, 
It things to Gcd referred are, 
Then they are of weceſſity : 

But if that by themſelves they be 
Conſider'd, they are wholly tree 
From the bond of neceſſity. 

Juſt as it is of ev'ry thing. 

That only have of Sry/e being, 
If you co Reaſon them referre, 
Then they all Vnsverſal are ; 

If by themſelves you them conſider, 
They then all f»gular appear, 
hoe | N 3 


Bur what makes matter though they be 
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* But thou wileſay, If ſo it be 
& That I to change my will am iree, 
FW. fruſtrate Providence, if 10 
F 1 change from what ſhe did forekyzoW ? 
I] anſwer, Thou indeed art free 
| Inthy own mwrability ;, 
* Bur whether thou do change or no, 
Or whatſoc*re *ts thou dolt doe, 
Providence (that conunually 
Is preſent) {hill che rruth does (ce, 
And thou her Preſcience canit nor ſhan, 
No more then th* eye that ſees things done, 
When freely thou thy ſelfdolſt change 
To actions that are new and ſtrange. 
But then thou'lt ſay, Shall 1 ſuppoſe 
| ThatI God's knowledge can dilpole ? 
, Andiflthis, nov that will doe, 
Will God his Knowledge vary 1o ? 
No, for God's Foreſight does prevent 
All fatzre things, makes them preſent. 
Nor, as thou think'(t, atall does he 
Now one thins, now another ſce ; 
But with one preſent look does ſee, 
And know thy mutability. 
Which things God does not comprehend 
Becauſe ſuch things ſhall have ſuch end , 
But this divine Simplicity 
Is proper to the Deity, # 
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By which «bo that doubr's made clear, 

Which chou didſt lately ſeem to fear, 

Thar iris an unworthy thing 

1 hat we ſhould Goa's Foreknowleage bri no 

{7 Onhumane actions to depend : 

8 Since that its force does comprehond 

+ Arpreſent all thatis fyrzre, * 

And to each thing appoints meaſure ; 

But he receives nothing art all 

From whatſoever happen ſhall. 

Since then that all cheſe things are plain, 

Free-will to mortals does remain ; 

Nor are thoſe Laws unjult which do 

Propound Rewards and Pains unto -_z 

All the tree actions of the mind, 

Nor to weceſſity them bind. 

' Thr all-knowing God too {Ull 1s free, 

F. Who from above does all things fee ; 

'  Andthe preſent eternity 

Of this his fight does {till agree - 

With all the qualities that ſha! 

In all our future actions tall, 

Giving Rewards and Priniſhments 

To good and unto bad intents. 

Nor are your hopes Or pray rs 1n vain, 

If unto God you do nor teign-; 

If they *re faichful and cordial, 

They'l not be ineffectual. 
— N 4 Forſake 
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,and Vert we prize, 
to the height ariſe, 
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